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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


A DESIGN CLASS for architectural students who have passed 
the RIBA Intermediate examination is to be inaugurated by 
the Architectural Association. p. 820 


ARCHITECTS have been appointed for new University Build- 
ings at Rangoon. p. 821 


PLANS for heating and ventilating Guildhall have been referred 
back for further consideration. p. 826 


THE WINNING DESIGN, which shows glass-fronted build- 
ings with subsidiary elevations in’ stone, in the Sheffield Uni- 
versity extension competition is illustrated, together with other 

igns. p. 827 


A REVIEW of the first year’s working of “‘ The Smethwick 
Experiment,” a bonusing scheme for housing and maintenance 
repair work, is given on p. 851 

AN ARTICLE describing some of the new or improved items of 
materials and equipment which can be seen at the Building 
Exhibition appears on p. 853 


THE VIEW that new methods to tackle the repairs of dilapidated 
houses would have to be worked out was expressed by the Minister 


of Works on Monday. p. 860 
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DISTRICT HEATING 


AS winter approaches, the problems of smog and economy 

in the use of coal once again force themselves on our 
attention. ‘To these problems district heating would appear 
to provide the perfect answer, for not only should it be 
possible by this means to supply heat and hot water to both 
large buildings and domestic users at costs comparable with, 
ifnot lower than, present methods, but also it would have the 
advantage of obtaining a higher efficiency from the coal so 
consumed, and in that process reduce the number of separate 
coal-burning units and thus make a large contribution to the 
question of smoke abatement and consequent deterioration 
of our structures. 

Why is it, then, that there seems such a reluctance to 
embark in this country on projects for district heating ? 
Only six proposed post-war schemes were examined in the 
report* recently issued as a Post-War Building Study, and of 
these only four have been, or are being, put into operation. 

It would appear that one of the reasons may be the lack 
of technical “‘ know-how,” for although the first district 
heating scheme in this country came into operation in 1911, 
there have been relatively few examples since that date, all 
of which have been on a modest scale and several have failed 
for various economic reasons. Abroad, however, there has 

n very much more experience, especially in the USA and 
the USSR, but the experience gained in these countries and 
in Europe is not, of course, directly applicable to the climatic 
and other economic conditions of this country. For these 
teasons, no doubt, the Research Sub-Committee appointed 
to consider the matter felt it desirable to work out a basic 
scheme which would embody the best of the experience 
available from all parts and which would be applicable to the 
conditions normally found in this country. The scope of 

scheme, namely, for a town of 250,000 people, immediately 
shows that district heating, so far from being a matter of 
minor concern, has a future which in this country 1s com- 
pletely untried. 

Although most of the experience to date is to be found 
abroad, where climates are of Continental character with 


* Post-War Building Studies No. $1/32(2 vols. HMSO. 7s. 6d. and 10s. each). 


extremes of cold, paradoxical as it may seem, district heating 
is particularly suitable for the climate of Great Britain, where 
temperatures are more consistent. It would also appear that 
not only is it suitable for large buildings and concentrated 
development but also for small-scale housing, where it could 
compete economically with more traditional forms of fuel, 
the reason being that the heating load is better balanced 
throughout the year. This conclusion is happily in line with 
current theories of town planning development which aim at 
a balanced development of housing, community buildings 
and industry. 

It would not appear, however, that the lack of technical 
know-how is entirely responsible for the reluctance to embark 
upon schemes of district heating, and we suspect that there 
is a more human reason, for it is mentioned in the foreword 
of the report that one of the problems is the development of a 
suitable heat meter or other means of controlling the amount 
of heat used in the domestic home. It is only natural, as we are 
dealing with human beings, that, if heat is on tap, everybody 
will enjoy it to the full and probably also use more hot water 
than they would normally, and rumour has it that this is, in 
fact, the experience in one of the more recent post-war 
schemes. It would seem that perhaps this human aspect 
has not been as thoroughly explored as might be desirable in 
the report alongside the otherwise very full technical investiga- 
tions. 

Although the Committee was first appointed in 1942, and 
the report has been issued some 11 years later, it is pointed 
out that the technical information has not gone stale in the 
meantime ; in particular, the costs have been based on 1937 
levels when prices were less inclined to fluctuate and it should 
be relatively simple to relate them to present-day conditions. 

The thoroughness with which the subject has been tackled 
in the report is commendable. Every scrap of information 
appears to have been reviewed, and there are details of various 
schemes in the USA and USSR, together with analyses of 
proposed schemes in this country. It would seem a pity, 
theréfore, that, after so much effort, there still appears to be 
some reluctance in the public mind to aoeye this method of 
heating and hot-water supply where it would appear to offer 


so many advantages. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CHRISTMAS LECTURES 


T% INFORMAL lectures for boys 
and girls will be given during the 
Christmas holidays by the Hon. Lionel 
Brett, MA (Oxon), FRIBA, who is the co- 
ordinating architect and consultant planner 
to the New Town of Hatfield. The 
lectures will be illustrated by lantern 
slides and will be followed by questions 
and discussion. The general title of the 
lectures is “‘ Designing a Town.” 

The first lecture, by bird’s-eye views 
and street scenes, will show how the old 
towns of Europe were designed: the 
square gridiron of Roman cities, the 
tightly-walled towns of the middle ages 
with their church and market place ; the 
star-shaped fortresses and _ grandiose 
vistas of the Renaissance. The second 
lecture will deal with the present and 
future, and show the different ways in 
which modern architects have pictured 
and built new towns. The lecturer will 
pose the question: ‘‘ What in the 1950s 
Py we want of a town and are we getting 
it 

The lectures are designed for boys and 
girls of 13 years of age and upwards and 
are to be given at the RIBA headquarters, 
66, Portland-place, Wi, at 3 p.m. on 
December 30, 1953, and January 1, 1954. 


CLASSES IN DESIGN 


THe Councit of the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture wish to 
offer facilities for evening classes in Design 
to architectural students who have passed 
the RIBA Intermediate Examination, and 


who are not attending at any school of . 
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architecture. The classes are not intended 
as a preparation for the RIBA Finals, but 
are to provide opportunities for discussion 
and criticism of students’ work. 

The course will be staffed on an honor- 
ary basis. No charge will be made for 
tuition, but students will be required to 
pay a termly registration fee of 10s. 6d. 
All interested are asked to write to the 
Principal’s Administrative Assistant, 34- 
36, Bedford-square, London, WC1. 


AA CARNIVAL AND RECITAL 


THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION’S 
CARNIVAL, to be held on December 18, 
has for its theme this year the rather 
enigmatic title “‘ He, She and It.’’ What 
this may presage is not explained, but 
doubtless those who stay the not incon- 
siderable course from 8.30 p.m. on the 
Friday night until 5 a.m. on Saturday 
will have plenty of time to find out. 
Tickets are £1 double and 15s. single. _ 

A musical recital is to be given at the 
Architectural Association on December 9 
at 8 p.m., when Donald Andrew (oboe) 
and Adela Hamaton (piano) will play 
works from Handel, Saint-Saens, Mozart, 
Corelli, Purcell, Scarlatti, Wagner-Liszt 
and Bozza. Admission by ticket, members 
2s. 6d., students 1s. 


NEW YORK ART GALLERY 


A MODERN art gallery designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright for the Soloman R. 
Guggenheim Foundation Memorial 
Museum in New York, will take the form 
of an uninterrupted spiral. This spiral 
will enclose the main gallery, which will 
be situated high in the building, and will 
be covered by a crystal dome. As the 
building will be one continuous spiral, 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE, THE FINAL DESIGN : 


A view of the proposed 


Bucklersbury House, as seen from Queen Victoria-street looking towards the Mansion 


House and St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, in the finally 


revised form which was approved 


by the Court of Common Council of the City of London last week. It is understood 
that the granting of a licence for this 14-storey block of offices is under consideration 


by the Ministry 


of Works, and that a decision will be given at th end 
The architect is Mr. Owen Campbell-Jones, ee oe of the year. 


Legenland Property Company. The drawing is by Cyril A. Farey and Adams. 


FRIBA ; the promoters are the 
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there will be no between-floors, and no 
divisions. 

_ From the outside, the buildin 1 
like a three-ringed tub. At sccoekane 
level of the supporting structure is an 
roof garden with ornamental shrubs and 
climbing plants. 

The Art Gallery is expected to be under 
construction before the end of this year, 


“ IMPORTED” ARCHITECTURE 


SPEAKING at the opening of a com. 
munity hall to serve the Adeyfield 
neighbourhood of Hemel Hempstead 
new town recently, Mr. H. Wetts, 
chairman of the Hemel Hempstead 
Development Corporation, deplored the 
present fashion of importing into the 
domestic architecture of Britain what he 
termed “‘ the graceless style ’’ from abroad, 
“* At Hemel Hempstead we are not build- 
ing such monstrosities,”’ he said. “ You 
may have seen some of them in other 
parts of the country—great blocks of flats 
that look like giant hen batteries. We are 
trying to build happy homes—not dramatic 
elevations which appear to have been 
designed with the main aim of getting 
into the architectural Press.”’ 


RICS LOUNGE AT THE EXHIBITION 


FOR THE CONVENIENCE of members and 
their friends, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors have this year provided 
a lounge at the Building Exhibition. It is 
on stands numbers 518 and 520 in the 
National Hall Gallery. 


CAMBRIDGE PRESERVATION 


THE TWENTY-FOURTH annual report of 
the Cambridge Preservation Society for 
the year ended June 30 last, now issued 
from Cambridgeshire House, 7, Hills- 
road, Cambridge, contains much interest- 
ing reading for all in any way concerned 
about the future of this historic city. 
The future of Coton village is also dis- 
cussed, and among other subjects dealt 
with are the controversial proposals for 
street lighting in the city and public rights 
of way. 

A summary of the Society’s evidence at 
the public inquiry into the County 
Development Plan is included, in which 
some of the threats to the beauty 4 
amenity of Cambridge, and against which 
it is the Society’s chief object to fight, are 
made clear. But funds are still need 
for the good work, and prospective donors 
are particularly requested to ecw 
the great advantages to the 
making their subscriptions under 
covenant. 


KING’S COLLEGE 


Hopes for the extension of — 8 
College of the University of London by 
taking over a part of Somerset House = 
unlikely to materialise. In the ney 
the new principal, Mr. Peter Noble, 
doing his utmost to provide for the ne . 
of an overwhelming number of woes : 
who are accommodated in 4 ree 
adjoining Somerset House, part 
extends over the Aldwych Station © 
underground railway. 

Binet the college was founded in = 
provision has been made on the site coe 
chapel, the great hall, the large 
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MR. }. R. BEVINS, MP, who, as 
reported in our last issue, has’ been 
appointed Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works in succession to 
Mr. Hugh Molson, MP. Mr. Bevins 
announced at the Building Exhibition 
on Wednesday new record brick pro- 
duction figures of 5,935m. for the first 
10 months of this year. 


theatre, lecture rooms, museums, libraries, 
laboratories, anatomical rooms and work- 
shops. 

During the war these buildings did not 
escape the air raids, and since the bomb 
damage has been repaired the mechanical 
engineering laboratories have been con- 
siderably improved. 


ECONOMIES IN MATERIALS 


Wirx the existing shortages of various 
building materials, to say nothing of cost, 
the elimination of wasteful design is an 
mportant subject to every architect and 
builder. To help them in their task, 
the Ministry of Works has produced 
Bibliography No. 100A, a list of references 
0 economy in the use of building 
materials. Items of particular interest 
in the list include a report by the heads of 
the works directorates of the Service De- 
partments and the Ministry of Works, as 
well as several of the Building Research 
Station publications. 


THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


A supper of the Architecture Club was 
held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on November 
18, followed by a debate on the proposi- 
ton “ That the New Towns are a Failure.” 
Viscount Esher presided. ‘The debate 
was opened by Mr. Leo De Syllas, 
ARIBA, and Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
FRIBA, and was continued by Sir David 
Eccles, Mr. W. G. Fiske, Mr. H. W. Wells, 
Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, Dr. Thomas Sharp, 
Col. H. P. Cart de Lafontaine, Mr. Ralph 
Tubbs, Mr. Gontran Goulden, Mr. W. E. 
Adams, Mr. E. R. L. North, Mr. Peter 
Shepheard and Sir Hugh Casson. 


RANGOON UNIVERSITY 


Messrs. RAGLAN SQUIRE AND PARTNERS, 
of 3, Hobart-place, SW1, have been 
*ppointed architects for the new Univer- 
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sity Buildings at Rangoon. Mr. Raglan 
Squire and Mr. R. Pitcher flew to Rangoon 
on Saturday to make a preliminary assess- 
ment. They are also visiting Singapore, 
Kuching, Bombay and Delhi. 


COMING EVENTS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 


Trust.— Materials and the 


Housi .”’ by Mr. J. D. jones, of the 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, SW1. 
p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
INSTITUTE OF QuaNTITY SuRVEYORS, East ANGLIAN 
Brancae.—Mr. Michael Chavasse, barrister-at-law, on 
“The Standard Form of Building Contract and its 
Use.” Assembly House, Theatre Street, Norwich. 7.30 


p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DesIGNERS.—“ Colour and Lighting in 
Decoration,”” by Mr. A. E. Hurst, 
FRSA, FIBD. The Building Centre, Store-street, 


WCl1, 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 


PLANNING INsTITUTE.—“ Industry and Pro- 
ductivity,”” by Mr. P. A. Macrory. Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

RICS JunrtoR ORGANISATION.—Annual dinner. 
Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly, SW1. 7 p.m. 

Tue INSTITUTE OF HousING (LONDON AREA BRANCH). 
—** Housing and the Town Clerk,”” by Mr. A. Norman 
Schofield, LL.M. County Hall, Westminster Bridge- 
road,SE1. 7 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 

EDINBURGH ARCHITECTURAL AssOcIATION.—Mr. Ian 
M. Leslie, Hon.ARIBA, on “‘ Outside the Bars.” 15, 
Rutland-sq., Edinburgh, 7.30 p.m. 

RICS JuNIOR ORGANISATION.—Meeti at which 
chairman of Chartered Surveyors’ 1913 Club, Mr. G. 
F. J. Morgan, FRICS, will present Ryde M i 
Prize. 12, Great Geo 

THe ILLUMINATED 
INGHAM CENTRE (MIDLAND AREA).—“ Illuminated 
Signs,” by Mr. E. E. Faraday, FIES, and Mr. E. F. 
Martin. “ Regent House,”’ St. Phillip’s-place, Col- 
more-row, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Tue EccLesioLocicaL Society.—“‘ The i 
Cathedral—The Crown of the City,’”’ by Mr. 

Cobb, FSA. Hall of the College of Preston, 2, 
Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 

PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF WORKS. ival . The 
Assembly Hall, Town Hall, St. Pancras, NW1 


e-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 


GINEERING SOCIETY, BIRM- 


BRECON COUNTY ARCHITECT 
Brecon County CouNcIL invite appli- 

cations by December 31 for the post of 

County Architect. Salary, £1,200 p.a., 

rising to £1,400 p.a. Details advertised 

elsewhere in this issue. 

RECENT ESTATES 


THe LATE Sir Frank Charles Mears, 
FRIBA, of Inveresk, Musselburgh, left 
net estate amounting to £8,838. 

Dr. of Howard 
House, Dolphin-square, SW, consulting 
civil engineer, Director of Constructional 
Design, Ministry of Works, in the war, 
left estate of £20,730. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Messrs. JAMES CUBITT AND PARTNERS, architects, of 
London, and Messrs. LEONARD MANASSEH AND PART- 
NERS, architects, of London, are entering into partner- 


Mr. A. M. Gear, ARIBA, chartered architect, moves 
office on November 30 to 12, Manchester-square, 
London, W1. (Tel.: Hunter 0331-6). 

Mr. CHARLES J. Bowra, until recently Chief Quantity 
Surveyor, National Coal Board Production 
Headquarters, has now left the Board and 
private ice at No. 7, Victoria-street, SW1 (tel. : 
Abbey 5426), and will be pleased to receive trade lists. 

The telephone number of Messrs. W. J. F. TIHLyarp, 
chartered er surveyors, 22, Manchester-square, 
London, W1, is now Welbeck , 9289 and 9280. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, November 26, 1853 

COMPETITION AT PontypooL.—Of 39 
designs submitted for the new town hall 
about to be erected at Pontypool by the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Monmouth, in commemoration of the 
birth of a son and heir, those by Messrs. 
Bidlake and Lovatt, of Wolverhampton, 
architects, have been selected. 


SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY COMPETITION : The assessors in this competi- 
tion made their award on Friday last in favour of the design submitted by Messrs. 
Gollins, Melvin and Ward, who are seen above (left to right: James Melvin, Edmund 


Ward and Frank Gollins). 


The award and reproductions of the designs placed 1st, 
2nd and 3rd are given on pages 827-835. ® 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CHRISTMAS LECTURES 


Tro INFORMAL lectures for boys 
and girls will be given during the 
Christmas holidays by the Hon. Lionel 
Brett, MA (Oxon), FRIBA, who is the co- 
ordinating architect and consultant planner 
to the New Town of Hatfield. The 
lectures will be illustrated by lantern 
slides and will be followed by questions 
and discussion. The general title of the 
lectures is ‘“‘ Designing a Town.” 

The first lecture, by bird’s-eye views 
and street scenes, will show how the old 
towns of Europe were designed: the 
square gridiron of Roman cities, the 
tightly-walled towns of the middle ages 
with their church and market place ; the 
star-shaped fortresses and grandiose 
vistas of the Renaissance. 'The second 
lecture will deal with the present and 
future, and show the different ways in 
which modern architects have pictured 
and built new towns. The lecturer will 
pose the question: ‘‘ What in the 1950s 
- we want of a town and are we getting 
it 

The lectures are designed for boys and 
girls of 13 years of age and upwards and 
are to be given at the RIBA headquarters, 
66, Portland-place, Wi, at 3 p.m. on 
December 30, 1953, and January 1, 1954. 


CLASSES IN DESIGN 


THe Councit of the Architectural 
Association School of Architecture wish to 
offer facilities for evening classes in Design 
to architectural students who have passed 
the RIBA Intermediate Examination, and 


who are not attending at any school of . 
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architecture. The classes are not intended 
as a preparation for the RIBA Finals, but 
are to provide opportunities for discussion 
and criticism of students’ work. 

The course will be staffed on an honor- 
ary basis. No charge will be made for 
tuition, but students will be required to 
pay a termly registration fee of 10s. 6d. 
All interested are asked to write to the 
Principal’s Administrative Assistant, 34- 
36, Bedford-square, London, WC1. 


AA CARNIVAL AND RECITAL 


THe ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION’S 
CARNIVAL, to be held on December 18, 
has for its theme this year the rather 
enigmatic title ‘‘ He, She and It.’”” What 
this may presage is not explained, but 
doubtless those who stay the not incon- 
siderable course from 8.30 p.m. on the 
Friday night until 5 a.m. on Saturday 
will have plenty of time to find out. 
Tickets are £1 double and 15s. single. _ 

A musical recital is to be given at the 
Architectural Association on December 9 
at 8 p.m., when Donald Andrew (oboe) 
and Adela Hamaton (piano) will play 
works from Handel, Saint-Saens, Mozart, 
Corelli, Purcell, Scarlatti, Wagner-Liszt 
and Bozza. Admission by ticket, members 
2s. 6d., students 1s. 


NEW YORK ART GALLERY 


A MODERN art gallery designed by Frank 
Lloyd Wright for the Soloman R. 
Guggenheim Foundation Memorial 
Museum in New York, will take the form 
of an uninterrupted spiral. This spiral 
will enclose the main gallery, which will 
be situated high in the building, and will 
be covered by a crystal dome. As the 
building will be one continuous spiral, 


BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE, THE FINAL DESIGN: A 
Bucklersbury House, as seen from Queen Victoria-street looking towards the Mansion 


House and St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, in the finally 


view of the proposed 


revised form which was approved 


by the Court of Common Council of the City of London last week. It is understood 
that the granting of a licence for this 14-storey block of offices is under consideration 
by the Ministry of Works, and that a decision will be given at the end of the year. 


The architect is Mr. Owen Campbell-Jones, 


Legenland Property Company. 


FRIBA ; the promoters are the 


The drawing is by Cyril A. Farey and Adams. 
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there will be no between- 
divisions. 
From the outside, the building 
like a three-ringed tub. At sccehae 
level of the supporting structure is an open 
roof garden with ornamental shrubs and 
climbing plants. 
The Art Gallery is expected to be under 
construction before the end of this year, 


“ IMPORTED” ARCHITECTURE 


SPEAKING at the opening of a com- 
munity hall to serve the Adeyfield 
neighbourhood of Hemel Hempstead 
new town recently, Mr. H. Weus 
chairman of the Hemel Hempstead 
Development Corporation, deplored the 
present fashion of importing into the 
domestic architecture of Britain what he 
termed “‘ the graceless style ’’ from abroad. 
** At Hemel Hempstead we are not build- 
ing such monstrosities,” he said. “ You 
may have seen some of them in other 
parts of the country—great blocks of flats 
that look like giant hen batteries. We are 
trying to build happy homes—not dramatic 
elevations which appear to have been 
designed with the main aim of getting 
into the architectural Press.”’ 


RICS LOUNGE AT THE EXHIBITION 


FOR THE CONVENIENCE of members and 
their friends, the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors have this year provided 
a lounge at the Building Exhibition. It is 
on stands numbers 518 and 520 in the 
National Hall Gallery. 


CAMBRIDGE PRESERVATION 


‘THE TWENTY-FOURTH annual report of 
the Cambridge Preservation Society for 
the year ended June 30 last, now issued 
from Cambridgeshire House, 7, Hills- 
road, Cambridge, contains much interest- 
ing reading for all in any way concerned 
about the future of this historic city. 
The future of Coton village is also dis- 
cussed, and among other subjects dealt 
with are the controversial proposals for 
street lighting in the city and public rights 
of way. 

A summary of the Society’s evidence at 
the public inquiry into the County 
Development Plan is included, in which 
some of the threats to the beauty @ 
amenity of Cambridge, and against which 
it is the Society’s chief object to fight, are 
made clear. But funds are still ne 
for the good work, and prospective donors 
are particularly requested to remem 
the great advantages to the Society 
making their subscriptions un er 
covenant, 


KING’S COLLEGE 


Horrs for the extension of Kieg’ 
College of the University of London by 
taking over a part of Somerset House ar 
unlikely to materialise. In the — 
the new principal, Mr. Peter Noble, 
doing his utmost to provide for the m 
of an overwhelming number of students, 
who are in 
adjoining Somerset House, 
over Aldwych Station of 
underground railway. é 

"Blsied the college was founded in 182 
provision has been made on the site - 
chapel, the great hall, the large 
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MR. 7. R. BEVINS, MP, who, as 
reported in our last issue, has’ been 
appointed Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works in succession to 
Mr. Hugh Molson, MP. Mr. Bevins 
announced at the Building Exhibition 
on Wednesday new record brick pro- 
duction figures of 5,935m. for the first 
10 months of this year. 


theatre, lecture rooms, museums, libraries, 
laboratories, anatomical rooms and work- 
shops. 

During the war these buildings did not 
escape the air raids, and since the bomb 
damage has been repaired the mechanical 
engineering laboratories have been con- 
siderably improved. 


ECONOMIES IN MATERIALS 


Wirx the existing shortages of various 
building materials, to say nothing of cost, 
the elimination of wasteful design is an 
important subject to every architect and 
builder. To help them in their task, 
the Ministry of Works has produced 
Bibliography No. 100A, a list of references 
to economy in the use of building 
materials. Items of particular interest 
in the list include a report by the heads of 
the works directorates of the Service De- 
partments and the Ministry of Works, as 
well as several of the Building Research 
Station publications. 


THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


A supper of the Architecture Club was 
held at Chez Auguste, Soho, on November 
18, followed by a debate on the proposi- 
ton “That the New Towns are a Failure.”’ 
Viscount Esher presided. "The debate 
Was opened by Mr. Leo De Syllas, 
ARIBA, and Mr. Frederick Gibberd, 
FRIBA, and was continued by Sir David 
Eccles, Mr. W. G. Fiske, Mr. H. W. Wells, 
Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, Dr. Thomas Sharp, 
Col. H. P. Cart de Lafontaine, Mr. Ralph 
Tubbs, Mr. Gontran Goulden, Mr. W. E. 
Adams, Mr. E. R. L. North, Mr. Peter 
Shepheard and Sir Hugh Casson. 


RANGOON UNIVERSITY 


Messrs, RAGLAN SQUIRE AND PARTNERS, 
of 3, Hobart-place, SW1, have been 
*ppointed architects for the new Univer- 
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sity Buildings at Rangoon. Mr. Raglan 
Squire and Mr. R. Pitcher flew to Rangoon 
on Saturday to make a preliminary assess- 
ment. They are also visiting Singapore, 
Kuching, Bombay and Delhi. 


COMING EVENTS 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 


TRUST. 
. by Mr. J. D. jones, of the 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, SW1. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 
INsTITUTE OF QuaNTITY SuRVEYORS, East ANGLIAN 
Branca.—Mr. Michael Chavasse, barrister-at-law, on 
“The Standard Form of Building Contract and its 
Use.” Assembly House, Theatre Street, Norwich. 7.30 


p.m. 

INCORPORATED INSTITUTE OF BRITISH DECORATORS 
AND INTERIOR DesiGNers.—*“ Colour and Lighting in 
Contempo Decoration,’”” by Mr. A. E. Hurst, 
FRSA, FIB The Building , Store-street, 
WCl1. 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 


TOwN PLANNING INsTITUTE.—“ Industry and Pro- 
ductivity,” by Mr. P. A. Macrory. Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster. 6 p.m. 

RICS JuNioR ORGANISATION.—Annual_ dinner. 
Criterion Restaurant, Piccadilly, SW1. 7 p.m. 

Tue INSTITUTE OF Housinc (LONDON AREA BRANCH). 


—‘“ Housing and the Town Clerk,”’ by Mr. A. Norman 
Schofield, LL.M. County Hall, Westminster Bridge- 
road,SE1l. 7 p.m. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 

EpINBURGH ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Mr. Ian 
M. Leslie, Hon.ARIBA, on “Outside the Bars.” 15, 
Rutland-sq., Edinburgh, 7.30 p.m. 

RICS Junior at which 
chairman of Chartered Surveyors’ 1913 Club, Mr. G. 
F. J. Morgan, FRICS, will present Ryde Memorial 
Prize. 12, Great George-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

Tue ILLUMINATED ENGINEERING Society, BIRM- 
INGHAM CENTRE (MIDLAND AREA).—“ Illuminated 
Signs,” by Mr. E. E. Faraday, FIES, and Mr. E. F. 
Martin. “ Regent House,” St. Phillip’s-place, Col- 
more-row, Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Tue EcciesiococicaL Society.—“ The T: i 
Cathedral—The Crown of the City,’’ by Mr. 

Cobb, FSA. Hall of the College of rscapenen, 2, 
Bloomsbury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 

PROVIDENT INSTITUTION OF BUILDERS’ FOREMEN AND 
CLERKS OF Worxks.—Grand ival Dance. The 
Assembly Hall, Town Hall, St. Pancras, NW1 
7 


BRECON COUNTY ARCHITECT 
Brecon County Councit invite appli- 

— by December 31 “aie of 
unty Architect. Salary, . p.a., 

rising to £1,400 p.a. ils advertised 

elsewhere in this issue. 

RECENT ESTATES 


Tue Late Sir Frank Charles Mears, 
FRIBA, of Inveresk, Musselburgh, left 
net estate amounting to £8,838. 

Dr. Witson, of Howard 
House, Dolphin-square, SW, consulting 
civil engineer, ‘Director of Constructional 
Design, Ministry of Works, in the war, 
left estate of £20,730. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Messrs. JAMES CUBITT AND PARTNERS, architects, of 

, and Messrs. LEONARD MANASSEH AND PART- 

in Singapore will practise from there under 

he style of James Cubitt, Leonard Manasseh and 

Partners. The two firms will continue to practise in 
London as hitherto. 

Mr. A. M. Gear, ARIBA, chartered architect, 
office on November 30 to 12, 

London, Wil. (Tel.: Hunter 0331-6). 

Mr. CHARLES J. BowRa, until recently Chief Quantity 
Surveyor, National Coal Board Production 
Headquarters, has now left the Board and 
private at No. 7, Victoria-street, SW1 (tel. : 
Abbey 5426), and will be pleased to receive trade lists. 

The telephone number of Messrs. W. J. F. TILL YaRp, 
chartered Set surveyors, 22, Manchester-square, 
London, W1, is now Welbeck 9288, 9289 and 9280. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, November 26, 1853 

CoMPETITION AT PontyPoot.—Of 39 
designs submitted for the new town hall 
about to be erected at Pontypool by the 
Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Monmouth, in commemoration of the 
birth of a son and heir, those by Messrs. 
Bidlake and Lovatt, of Wolverhampton, 
architects, have been selected. 


SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY COMPETITION : i 
tion made their award on Friday last in favour of the design submitted by Messrs. 
Gollins, Melvin and Ward, who are seen above (left to right: James Melvin, Edmund 


Ward and Frank Gollins). 


The award and reproductions of the designs placed 1st, 


2nd and 3rd are given on pages 827-835. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ARCHITECTS AND THE PRESS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent “ Provin- 
cial,’’ in your issue of November 6, 
has misinterpreted Example (vi) of 
Principle III of the Code of Conduct, in 
which it is stated that an architect may 
not solicit publication of illustrations and 
descriptions of his work in the Press for 
the purpose of increasing his practice. 
An architect can properly offer the 
professional Press information concerning 
the work on which he is engaged, and this 
would not be regarded as soliciting for 
the purpose of increasing his practice, unless 
there was evidence that it was his desire 
and intention to interest the public outside 
the professional circles in which the pro- 
fessional Press normally circulates. 


PEMBROKE WICKS, 
Registrar, ARCUK. 
68, Portland-place, W1. 


“ CHANGING CONDITIONS IN 
BUILDING ”’ 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—With reference to Mr. D. C. 
Mallam’s letter in The Builder of 
November 13, I am pleased to be able 
to inform him and Mr. Nisbet that, with 
one exception, specialist sub-contractors 
have at all times co-operated with the 
Standard Method of Measurement Com- 
mittee in the most helpful way and do 
from time to time bring to the notice of 
the Committee matters which should be 
recorded for consideration when further 
revision is undertaken. Draft proposals 
for revision have been and will be fully 
discussed with the associations interested, 
and the fullest possible measure of agree- 
ment reached before publication. 


The admission of specialist trades to 
membership of the Committee is, there- 
fore, quite unnecessary and, moreover, is 
impracticable. 

P. 'T. Watters [FRICS], 
Hon. Sec., Standing Joint Committee 
for Standard Method of Measurement 
of Building Works: 
Sicilian House, WC1. 


“ ARCHITECTURE TO-DAY” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I feel that many of those who were 
either fortunate enough to hear the 
President of the RIBA, or read his Presi- 
dential Address in the technical journals, 
would like to congratulate him on its 
excellence. Seldom has an address 
presented such a masterly, scholarly and 
—_ survey of “ Architecture of To- 
ay. 

Amongst other things, he gave a jolt 
to the “‘jelly-mould Johnnies,’ who 
would like to cover the countryside with 
buildings looking all alike, as he also did 
to the “functional Freddies” whose 
creations “ parade their bones outside ”’ 
(a ready and easy substitute for real de- 
sign). 

Mr. Howard Robertson is one of the 
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very few who can do these things with a 
quiet and whimsical dignity, without 
causing offence. He himself is a brilliant 
designer, man of affairs and a forthright 
and gifted speaker ; a man with an inter- 
national background, both as a student and 
practising architect. Many of us hope 
that he will be given the opportunity to 
deliver several more such _ illuminating 
addresses before he completes his term of 
office. 


Sipney LowetuH [FSA, FRIBA]. 
Westways, Bearsted, Kent. 


INCENTIVE SCHEMES IN HOUSE 
BUILDING 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Messrs. Broughton and Reiner’s 
article in your issue of November 13, 
under the auspices of the Building Re- 
search Board, illuminates and amplifies the 
findings of the recent report on Produc- 
tivity in House Building, and will be useful 
reading to builders who are operating 
incentive schemes or contemplating doing 
so. 


I feel, however, that the article gives 
additional information which may be 
misleading unless very carefully examined, 
the most important concerning the ques- 
tion of “extra payments’’ unrelated to 
target bonus schemes, which the article 
treats far too complacently. The figures 
quoted could well be interpreted as 
accepting these payments as a secondary 
type of incentive scheme. 


Now it is well known that these payments 
are for the most part purely in the nature of a 
dutch auction for labour, a danger clearly in 
the mind of the National Joint Council when 
framing the 1947 Settlement which states that 
“‘in respect of operatives whose work is not 
within a bonus scheme, there shall be no 
question of payments above the normal hourly 
rates.” It is surprising that an official article 
should disregard this important clause in 
dealing with the subject. 


Table 2 of the article shows that in the brick- 
laying trade, while a saving of 115 hours per 
house was found to result from a bonus pay- 
ment of £10 gs. od. under a target incentive 
scheme, 59 hours were saved by an “ extra 
payment ” of {5 16s. od. From this it might 
be inferred that by doubling the latter pay- 
ment an equal saving could be achieved as 
under a target incentive scheme. It is true 
that in the carpentry trade a reverse picture 
is shown, where “extra payments” of 
£3 58. od. apparently resulted in an increase 
of 30 hours over the time taken where the 
standard rates only were paid. This surely 
proves that the figures are quite unsafe as a 
guide to the effect of these methods. 


As you have remarked in a leader on the ori- 
ginal report [ The Builder, October 30], it is 
evident that bonus payments out of savings 
from target incentive schemes are the best, and 
indeed the only proper solution of the problems 
which beset individual builders in building up 
and maintaining an efficent labour force: the 
number of firms who are seeking professional 
advice in evolving such schemes indicates that 
builders are increasingly aware of this truth. 


Another pomt in the article which is very 
much open to argument is the recommenda- 
tion that bonus targets can be based on the bill 
rates. This practice calls for very careful 
analysis of the bill rates if it is not going to 
lead to a number of troubles later, and it is 
much better, as soon as the information can 
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** We've got three men doing the 
work of one before the war... !” 
a In his presidential address to RICS Mr. 
G. A. Coombe said that quantity surveyors 
were now handling half the work with three 
times the staff they had before the war. 


be obtained from a simple costing system, to 
base the bill rates on labour costs under 
incentive schemes. As an example, if the 
price in the bill for an operation is 10 hours at 
the standard rate, the equivalent of about 
two hours will first have to be deducted for 
on-costs, leaving a target of eight hours. If 
the work is done in six hours and the bonus 
represents one hour, then the total actual cost 
will be nine hours. If is in 
competition this is the figure he must quote. 
But the progressive danger of using this figure 
as a bonus target will be apparent. 


Finally, the article states somewhat didactic- 
ally that ‘‘in no case should the payment (bonus) 
be delayed beyond the second pay-day after it 
has been earned.” Under the scheme for 
maintenance work in 
this issue), a part of the bonus 1s pal nthly 
and this ‘abet ra has been found to be highly 
effective. Indeed, when recently app 
to a house building contract, output in the 
bricklaying trade alone rose by 40 per cent.1n 
the first month over a target representing 
considerably hours than average 

ed by the productivity survey. 
this informative article 
effect of provoking a lively 
pages, it will have served a 


7, Hobart-place, 


CROWS AND PUTTY 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—A new county primary anon 
was recently opened in the pare - 

part of this county and gee is bet 
experienced by crows or ‘te 
the from the 
dows. ‘They have attacked one 
the school and are now attacking the 0 

I should be grateful if any reader 
tell me whether this kind of —_ ae 
been experienced elsewhere and poco 
there is any remedy other than the o 
one of shooting the crows or using 


ae C. O. W. TARR. 
85, Sweetbrier-lane, Exeter, Devon. 
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A general view of the low-cost flats at Strasbourg, the pilot scheme for the French Government's programme of standard- 
ised construction of apartment units. 


HOUSING ON THE CONTINENT The other project illustrated is the first step in providing 


permanent homes for some East German refugees. It 
8 Bsr examples of schemes undertaken to help solve the consists of a group of twelve buildings, including a large 
housing problem on the Continent are here illus- communal recreation room, public showers and a small 
trated. The Strasbourg scheme, known as the Cite chapel, giving accommodation to 50 families, at Siedlung 
Rotterdam, comprises 806 separate apartments, and is the Wolfach, in the Black Forest. The architect is Eugen 
pilot project for the French Government’s programme of Dick, of Freudenstadt, and the scheme was pioneered by 
10,000 apartments a year of standardised construction to be a grant from the Ford Foundation. 
built at various centres. The architect is M. Eugene E. 
Beaudouin, president of the French Society of Architects, é 
whose plans were chosen from among 30 submitted. Lae 
The flats were completed in 15 months, three months 
ahead of schedule, and at “ unprecedentedly low cost.” 
The speed of construction, according to the United States es : 
Information Agency, was accounted for by a combination | 
of the skills of the French planners and contractors, Italian 
masons and carpenters, and American techniques acquired 
through the Mutual Security Agency’s Technical 
Assistance programme. The cost was some $6m. 


The settlement for refugees in the Black Forest, Germany. 
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BOOKS 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
Should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


THe ENGLISH FaRMHOUSE. By Martin S. 


Briggs. (London: Batsford.) Price 2ls. 
net. 


[NX this book Mr. Briggs records the history 

of the English farmhouse from primitive 
times to the end of the nineteenth century. 
He divides the subject into periods, namely, 
before 1500, with special reference to the 
Roman Conquest and the Middle Ages, then 
going on to the sixteenth, seventeenth, 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. He 
covers all the counties of England, not with 
any strict regard for their boundaries but 
regionally, emphasising the influence of 
geology on the building materials employed 
and on architectural character. 

Agriculture is still our largest industry, 
and, therefore, any book dealing with farm 
buildings must be rigorously selective. Mr. 
Briggs selects with admirable taste. Besides 
farmhouses he gives many examples of an- 
cillary buildings such as tithe and other 
barns and dovecotes, though little is shown 
of other types, oasthouses and windmills for 
example. Notwithstanding lamentable losses, 
what a wealth of lovely traditional archi- 
tecture in the form of farm buildings this 
country still possesses, in brick, stone, half- 
timber, cob, weather-boarding and other 
variants, each and every building seeming 
to grow naturally from its setting. 

Mr. Briggs refers to some hundreds of 
buildings, and to those readers who wish to 
pursue the subject further his book will be 
an invaluable guide; but it is a good deal 
more than that; by introducing into his 
historical and descriptive text apt quotations, 
both factual and fictional, from past and pre- 
sent writers, ranging from Vitruvius to Sheila 
Kaye-Smith, he builds up a comprehensive 


through the centuries. 

Some may regret that the book ends with 
the Victorian period. It is true that the 
impact of concrete, steel, corrugated iron 
and asbestos sheeting on the countryside has 
been generally unfavourable; nevertheless, 
it would have given contrast and added to 
the interest of the book if some examples 
of contemporary farm buildings could have 
been included, such as the reinforced concrete 
silos for cattle food erected during the war, 
some of which are not without a certain 
beauty of their own. However, the book is 
clearly intended for lovers of traditional 
country architecture and craftsmanship, and 
for these it provides excellent reading as well 
as visual delight. Besides its wealth of 
beautiful photographs the book includes a 
number of old prints and some charming 
pen-and-ink sketches by the author. 

G. J. H. 


EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE IN THE TWENTIETH 
CENTURY. 1924-1933. Volume 2. By 
Arnold Whittick. (London: Crosby 
Lockwood and Son, Ltd.) Price, 42s. 


HE first of Mr. Whittick’s intended three 
volumes surveying the architecture of 
twentieth-century Europe brought the narra- 
tive down to the year 1924. The present 
volume, carrying it on to 1933, records the 
decline of tradition and the growth of Func- 
tionalism. Mr. Whittick’s method is to 
deal not with countries separately but 
with various classifications of buildings 
—libraries, churches, town halls, industrial 
buildings, departmental stores, office build- 
ings, schools, hospitals, flats, houses, theatres, 
cinemas and concert halls. Some types of 
building, notably those that may be grouped 
under the heading of transport—railway 
stations, airports and bus stations—health 
and community centres, hotels and inns are 
not dealt with in this volume but deferred 
to the next, since, in the author’s view, 
the period 1933 to 1940 produced the more 
significant and interesting examples. That, 
of course, implies the omission of London 


picture of the English farm and its life 


Mr. Harold Macmillan, Minister of 
Housing, seen with Mrs. Molly Mont- 
gomery, Exhibition organiser, at the 
opening of the Building Exhibition. An 
article on ‘‘ New Ideas at the Build- 
ing Exhibition ’’ begins on page 853. 


Airport, since Mr. Whittick’s survey is not 
intended to go beyond 1950, but he may per- 
haps decide to stretch a point and include 
some reference to this remarkable under- 
taking in his concluding volume. 

This book is a remarkable achievement in 
compression and comprehensiveness, without, 
however, any suggestion of superficiality. 
Mr. Whittick has a thorough grasp of his 
subject and writes clearly and thoughtfully, 
and whenever he feels called upon to offer a 
personal judgment he gives clear and gener- 
ally convincing reasons for it. He has the 
advantage, too, of having visited many of the 
buildings he illustrates and describes and of 
having known and talked with their archi- 
tects. The illustrations are well selected to 


The Minister of Housing and Local Government (Mr. Harold 
Macmillan, PC, MP) at “ The Builder” stand at the Exhibition 


his right 
during his visit on November 18. his 


Mr. Macmillan at the NFBTE stand. On 


is Mr. Wilfred Horsfall (president), 


on his left, Mr. Stanley Hearder (director). 
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illustrate the theme of the book and are 
for the most part not too familiar. There 
are nearly a hundred pages of plates, embody- 
ing several hundred separate illustrations, 
photographic and technical. 

Mr. Whittick breaks up his descriptive 
matter with chapters on specific subjects, 
such as “ The Bauhaus” and “Construc- 
tional Developments,” concluding with a 
number of chapters on subjects of philoso- 
phical interest, such as “The Theory of 
Functionalism,” “ Geometric Determinism,” 
and “Organic Unity.” On the subject of 
the Golden Section, it is not surprising to 
find that, like many other thoughtful people, 
he is a sceptic. Well informed and un- 
commonly readable, this book is well up to 
the standard of the earlier volume and makes 
a contribution to architectural literature of 
permanent value. 


ARCHITECTURAL LETTERING, FOR PLANS 
AND ORNAMENTAL DesiGcN. By Arthur E. 
Burke, with the collaboration of Truman C. 
Buss. (London: The Technical Press, Ltd.) 
Price 48s. net. 


Tuis is an American book, and a very 
good one. Following a short historical in- 
troduction to the subject and a description of 
the tools of lettering and their use, there 
are several chapters of instruction illustrated 
by a wealth of technical drawings showing 
setting-out, spacing, etc. Alphabets and 
numerals, both histovical types and modern 
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variants, are shown in great variety and 
nearly all are in excellent taste. There are 
many photographic illustrations of lettering 
in association with architecture. An excel- 
lent book this for the student, the draughts- 
man and the sign-maker and writer. 


G. J. H. 


A SHorT DICTIONARY OF ARCHITECTURE. By 
Dora Ware and Betty Beatty. Third re- 
vised edition. Pp. xiv, 136. Illustrated. 
(London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) 
Price 12s. 6d. 


THIS DESERVEDLY popular little book now 
appears in an enlarged format, with improved 
typography and lay-out. All the original 
clear illustrations have been retained, but 
the authors have provided half-a-dozen more 
of their own, as well as an additional 10 from 
elsewhere. 


The number of terms has been increased 
from about 800 in the earlier edition to 
about 1,100 in the present book. Of these, 
the majority are words previously overlooked 
and now added as a matter of course. 
About a tenth of them are archaic or pedan- 
tic, not in normal use to-day; e.g. “ boultin,” 
“caliduct,” “ceilure,” “congé,” “ gorge,” 
“ halpace,” “ lacunar,” “ mynchery,” 
“quadra,” “solive,” “solum,” “talon,” 
“trumeau,” “urella,” “ vyse.” The authors 
remark that “the temptation to include a 
certain number of obsolete and fascinating 
terms has not been resisted”; but, if they 
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are to be included, the list could be extended 
greatly from L. F. Salzman’s recent monu- 
mental work, Building in England. 

Other terms have been added because they 
have lately come into the architect’s vocabu- 
lary, e.g. “connector,” “ no-fines concrete,” 
“ post-tensioning,” “ prestressing,” “ slump ”; 
and the BSI definitions of “ hardwoods” 
and “softwoods” have been included. It 
is arguable whether the names of slates 
(“ Countesses,” “ Duchesses,” etc.) are 
worthy of inclusion; or a few tools 
(“ fillister,” “router”); or the sizes of 
drawing-paper (“ double-elephant,”  e¢tc.). 
“ Tessera” is wrongly spelt. A “ gambrel 
roof” is the same as a “mansard,” not a 
gabled hip as illustrated. 

In the next edition, the following terms 
might be added: “ hattice,” “creep” (in 
lead-work), “drip” (on a lead fiat), 
“ efflorescence,” “ folly,” “foyer,” “ gabled 
hip,” “hangar” (for aircraft), “hipped 
gable,” “ marquise,” “ parging ” (of external 
walls), “trim” (the noun). 

M. S. B. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


CALCULATION, DESIGN AND TESTING OF 
REINFORCED Concrete. By K. L. Rao, MSc. 
(London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 35s. 

THE New SMALL House. By F. R. S. Yorke 
and Penelope Whiting. (London: The 
Architectural Press.) Price 25s. 


“© At Home”? at the Building Exhibition, as seen by Fred May. 
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Landscape Architecture To-day 


WIDENING SCOPE IN BRITAIN 
AND THE COMMONWEALTH 


[* his presidentia] address to the Institute 

of Landscape Architects, given in Lon- 
don, on October 29, Mr. JaMes W. R. 
Apams, OBE, P-PTPI, said that the recent 
visit he had paid to Canada and the USA had 
emphasised in his mind one of the points 
he wished to make in his address: the 
widening scope of the practice of landscape 
architecture in the United Kingdom, and in 
certain other countries of the British Com- 
monwealth, and the new opportunities 
which existed in those countries for the 
landscape architect. Regional planning, and 
the general control of land use and visual 
amenities from national, regional and local 
points of view, were talked about in many 
parts of North America as both desirable 
and essential, but generally speaking, were 
only within the scope of advisory bodies, and 
even these had only been established in cer- 
tain progressive areas. How different was 
the position in the United Kingdom! He 
continued : 

But the opportunities in the British Isles 
for the application of the principles of land- 
scape design in relation to certain aspects of 
regional planning and control such as agri- 
cultural development, the extraction of sur- 
face minerals, the preservation of trees and 
woodlands, the planning and construction of 
new and improved highways and the regula- 
tion of outdoor advertising, are not, in my 
opinion, generally appreciated by those con- 
cerned with the administration of these 
functions. 

The part which the landscape architect 
ought to play in the development of hous- 
ing estates, public or private, is better appre- 
ciated, but only too infrequently is a de- 
cision taken to secure proper landscape ad- 
vice, and even in those rare cases the land- 
scape architect is often called in too late. 

My second point is the importance of de- 
sign, not only in the training and early pro- 
fessional experience of the landscape archi- 
tect, but also as the most important, indeed 
the significant contribution which the land- 
scape architect can make to contemporary 
communal and private activities with which 
he may be concerned. 


DANGER OF WRONG EMPHASIS 


There is a grave danger in my view, not 
only in the United Kingdom, but in North 
America and possibly in other parts of the 
world, of too much emphasis being placed 
on the value of administrative ability, on 
capacity for organisation, and for manage- 
ment, and of insufficient attention being paid 
to the necessity of ensuring that intelligent 
design is the basis of all activities which 
safeguard or create the visual amenities en- 
joyed by human beings, in connection with 
home, work and play. 

There is no need to specify examples of 
low standard of landscape design—particu- 
larly of park design, of which many examples 
unhappily still exist in the British Isles. 
What is important is to take every step to 
improve standards of design in town and 
country, not only by educating the public, 
but also by ensuring that engineers, archi- 
tects, town planners and landscape architects 
are either primarily designers, or in those 
cases in which they, perforce, have to func- 
tion primarily as administrators, that they 
fully recognise the need to make adequate 
use of the services of designers. My view is 
that a good administrater will always recog- 
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nise this need. 

But, so far as landscape architecture is con- 
cerned, all this postulates the existence of a 
sufficient number of properly trained and 
reasonably experienced landscape architects. 
How is this to be achieved? 

This matter of education is, of course, the 
most serious problem facing the Institute to- 
day. While we must admire and encourage 
the excellent work being done at Durham, 
London and Reading Universities, no one 
would claim that the courses and lectures 
now available in the United Kingdom repre- 
sented more than a modest basis upon which 
fully developed courses can be founded. _ 

I make no apology for emphasising this 
matter of education. Until we have pro- 
duced a sufficient number of qualified land- 
scape architects, we cannot solve some of our 
other professional problems. One of these 
is the competition which practising land- 
scape architects have to meet from unquali- 
fied technicians in landscape gardening, and 
from enthusiastic amateurs in wider fields of 
landscape design. 

There are several other problems affecting 
the profession of landscape architecture 
which require solution, but I shall only 
mention one on this occasion, the matter of 
the relationships between the landscape 
architect and the landscape contractor. We 
are all aware of the current discussion as to 
the relationship between the architect and 
the building operations for which he is re- 
sponsible. These discussions affecting an 
important allied profession are bound to 
have repercussions on landscape architects. 
In my view all decisions as to this problem 
should be directed primarily to protecting 
the interests of the client. I know that this is 
the motive which has governed the current 
policy of the Institute. 


Wilts and Dorset Architects 
CORONATION EXHIBITION 


THE CORONATION EXHIBITION of the Wilts 
and Dorset Society of Architects, which 
opened in Dorchester in October and moved 
thence to Salisbury, is now on view at 
Swindon until December 12. 

Included in the exhibition are over 300 
plans, photographs, perspectives and models 
of housing, school and other buildings 
carried out by members of the Society. 
Much of the exhibition is given to housing 
—both private housing and local authority 
schemes. From Wilts there are schemes 
erected by Salisbury and Amesbury Rural 
Councils and in the north of the county by 
Calne and Chippenham RDC, while among 
the Dorset schemes are cottages erected for 
Sherborne RDC at Sandford Orcus, Purse 
Caundle, Chetnole and Oborne. There is a 
large section devoted to stone-built houses 
in Dorset, illustrating the growing use of 
Portland stone for local housing needs. 

Over 50 photographs and plans show the 
great progress made since the war with the 
school development programme in both 
counties. From Wilts there is the new 
church schoo] of St. Martin’s, Salisbury; 
from Dorset the new secondary modern 
schools at Blandford, Bovington and Wim- 
borne and primary schools at Poole, Wey- 
mouth and Lytchett Minster, and a preview 
of the new primary school at Dorchester 
which is to be built in Portland stone with 
a cedar shingle roof. 

Of interest to farmers is the work under- 
taken by the Dorset County Council on 
smallholdings, including low-cost farm- 
houses. 
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Reinstatement of Guildhall 


NEW ROOF APPROVED Bur 
OTHER PLANS SENT BACK 


FPPHE Court of Common Council of the 

City of London, at their meeting on 
November 19, after several members had 
criticised the proposals, sent back to the City 
Lands Committee almost the whole of a 
report seeking authority to put in hand war 
damage repairs to Guildhall. The committee 
were ordered to seek further advice from 
engineers. 

The City Lands Committee asked 
altogether for £251,150 for the Guildhall 
repairs: £212,250 for a new roof; £10,100 
for reinstating stained glass; £8,000 for 
repairs to stonework; £12,200 for new heat- 
ing and ventilation, with £8,600 for a new 
electrical installation. 

Mr. D. S. YOUNG moved to refer back the 
items relating to heating and ventilation and 
the new electrica] installation. He com- 
plained that when the court agreed to Sir 
Giles Gilbert Scott’s stone roof they were 
told that it would be cheaper than a timber 
roof. The court then authorised an expendi- 
ture of £145,000. Now the figure had gone 
up to £212,000, a difference of £67,000. 

Criticising the arrangements for heating 
and ventilation and the electrical installation, 
Mr. Young said that it was not proposed 
to employ a consultant, but Sir Giles Gilbert 
Scott would employ a contractor to tender 
for the work. That was wrong, and con- 
trary to the traditions of the court. The sug- 
gested heating scheme was to be similar to 
that in Liverpoo] Cathedral. It was a 
system of cepper tubing buried in the floor. 
and a slight leak was difficult to find. It 
might mean taking up a large part of the 
floor. The heating must be turned on many 
hours before it was needed, and when 
Guildhall was full it became overheated by 
reason of the presence of the people. It 
would take hours to cool after the heating 
was cut off. There were other systems of 
radiation which could be dealt with quickly. 
It was proposed to use a gas boiler for heat- 
ing, which was three times as expensive 4s 
coke, and twice as much as oil. He moved 
the reference back for further consideration 
with instructions to the committee to seek 
further advice from consulting engineers. 

Mr. A. Robertson, another engineer. 
seconded, and Mr. H. J. E. Stinson and 
Major S. E. Sandle supported the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. S. R. WALKER, the Chief Commoner, 


said that unless the reconstruction of the | 


roof began at once it would not be finished 
by next Lord Mayor's Day. Since the 
original estimate for the roof was given there 
had been a more detailed examination dis- 
closing the necessity for additional work, and 


there had also been substantial increases in ; 


the cost of materials and labour. ; 
After further debate the court referre 


back to the committee all the items excep! — 


that relating to the roof. 
BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 


Drawings, as amended in October last, | 


with respect of the first stage of 


House, were approved, without debate, 
applicant being informed that samples - 
materials to be used must be submitted 
approval. 

Proposals for the redevelopment of land at 


the western end of Cheapside were approved. | 


as finally 
«*, A perspective of Bucklersbury House 
revised, appears on page 820. 
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WINNING DESIGN : The layout. 


A’ CHITECTURAL COMPETITION FOR NEW UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS, SHEFFIELD 
and a Layout of Sites with Sketch Elevations for other Uni versity Buildings 


Winners 
GOLLINS, MELVIN, WARD & PARTNERS 
Secretary to Competition 


JOHN BYCROFT, MA 


Assessors 
SIR PERCY THOMAS, OBE, PPRIBA 
F. R. S. YORKE, FRIBA 
GERARD YOUNG, 
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levation to Western Bank. 
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WINNING DE 


THE BUILDER 


HE award in the architectural competitions 
promoted by the University of Sheffield for 
(a) designs for new University buildings ({4,00c 
premium) and (4) layout of sites with sketch elevations 
for other University buildings ({1,000 premium) 
was declared on Friday last by the assessors 
Sir Percy Thomas, OBE, LL.D, DL, PPRIBA, 
MTPI; Mr. F. R. S. Yorke, FRIBA; and Mr. 
Gerard Young, JP (Pro-Chancellor). Their award 


IS: 


1st Premium (£5,000 total): Design No. 55, GOoLLins, 
MELVIN, WARD AND PARTNERS, 15, Manchester-square, 
London, W1. 


2nd Premium ({£3,000): Design No. 1, J. MANsELL 
JENKINSON AND SON, Imperial Chambers, 18, Norfolk- 
row, Sheffield, 1. 


3rd Premium ({2,000): Design No. 45, H. T. Sewarp 
(CRUICKSHANK AND SEWARD), 16, Princess-street, Man- 
chester, 1. 


The following entries received special mention : 

Design No. 7—S. W. MILBURN AND PARTNERS, 9, The 
Esplanade, Sunderland. 

Design No. 14.—Dnr. C. FRANCK, 30, Cedar Lawn-avenue, 
Barnet, Herts. 

Design No. 44.—GEORGE SupioTtTo, 65, Park-way, 
London, NW1. 

Design No. 61.—A. M. Gear, 81, Piccadilly, London, W1. 

All the designs submitted are now on exhibition at the 
University’s Department of Applied Science, Mappin- 
street, Sheffield, 1, until Saturday, December 5 (except on 
Sunday, November 29), from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


THE ASSESSORS’ REPORT 


The assessors’ report to the promoters is as follows : 

‘* Ninety-nine designs have been submitted in response 
to your invitation to the architectural profession, and we 
are of the opinion that considering the difficulties of the 
problem and the amount of work required in the prepara- 
tion of the schemes the result may be considered high! 
satisfactory. We have very carefully examined all the 
designs submitted and while on the whole the planning ts 
of a fairly high standard we do not consider that the 
architectural treatment of the elevations reaches the same 
level. There are, however, several schemes of considerable 
merit and from these we have selected one which in our 
opinion not only provides a fine layout and a master plan 
for the University for many years to come but has also 
architectural qualities which would indicate that in the 
author’s hands the competition design could be developed 
into a group of buildings suitable for their purposes anc 
worthy of the conception which the promoters had 
mind.” 

The assessors’ comments on the winning design No. 55 
[Gollins, Melvin and Ward] are as follows : 

This design in its general layout and disposition of () 
various units fulfils all the requirements of the conditions 
There is an avoidance of enclosed courts and genera! 
speaking the plan is of an open and spacious characte! 
The Library is placed, as suggested in the conditions, 
the site in Weston Park to the north of the existing buildin 
It is compactly planned, and the four tiers of the book st 
in the basement can be constructed when required. | 
reading rooms have a pleasant outlook over the park to (” 
west. The Administrative department is placed 
central position facing Western Bank and with the fu‘ 
Physics department forms a central mass which 
dominate the whole of the Western Bank—Broo! 
frontage. This building is well set back from West: 
Bank, but even so special precautions will have to be ts 
for the Physics department against the risk of vibrat 
from traffic on the Western Bank—Brookhill thorough! 
The Arts department is placed to the east of Winter-str 
opposite the Library, in a compactly planned buildin, 

13 floors. We feel there is much to be said for the 17‘ 
relationship of the Library and Arts departments. — 
large lecture rooms are planned at the ground-floor !« 
and the remainder of the general pool lecture rooms, ' 
have good lift and staircase communications. 
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DESIGN : Ground-floor and (top) first-floor plans of Administration and Arts. 
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WINNING DESIGN 


The students’ and locker rooms are in the basement of 
the Administrative Block, but part of the lavatory accom- 
modation for students has been arranged on the several 
floors of the Arts block. In the court yard behind the 
Administrative department is the Department of Architec- 
ture. This is kept at low level so as not to obstruct 
daylight in the large open courtyard formed by the existing 
buildings and the new extensions. 

With regard to the future extensions, the Medical School 
and the refectory and statf house, Union of students and 
Union hall are well planned to the south of Western Bank, 
the Medical School being in two units, one of six storeys 
and one of 10, whilst the refectory, staff house, etc., are 
grouped with direct communication with the existing 
Union hall. The central boiler house is placed in a 
convenient position adjoining Bolsover-street and kept at 
a low level so as to preserve a large open space or campus 
which will be an interesting feature of the layout. The 
extensions of the Chemistry department have been planned 
so as to continue and complete the south-east corner of 
the site, but it is probable that a similar small extension 
would be needed to the west of the new Chemistry Block 
to finish off this portion of the design. 

The elevational treatment is contemporary in character 
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WINNING DESIGN : Second-floor and third-floor plans of Administration and Arts 


South elevation of Administration and Physics. 


and has a simplicity and uniformity which we feel would 
produce a very fine group of buildings. 
The cubic contents (3,680,400 cu. ft.) show a due regard 
i economy and the author’s estimate of {1,153,520 is 
rsased on what we would consider to be reasonable rates. 


WINNERS’ REPORT 

In their report the winners give the following description 
of the scheme and sections of work : 

(a) Description of Scheme : In preparing our scheme we 
have regarded it as all important that the new and old 
buildings taken together should reflect the character of a 
major University and it has been our endeavour to relate 
the proposed to the existing departments and to ensure 
that their siting and detailed planning allows full advantage 
to be taken of Weston Park and the commanding views 
over Sheffield. 

The individual buildings have been planned for quiet, 
aspect, correct relationship between one department and 
the other, ease of administration and circulation and their 
height, shape and siting have been governed by the neces- 
sity of their being co-ordinated in an architectural concep- 
tion embodying all the units of the scheme. 

Cong<sted planning and enclosed courtyards have been 
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WINNING DESIGN : West 
elevation of Arts and General Pool. 


avoided, and to the north of Western Bank the major 
buildings are free-standing in a setting of parkland and are 
approached from the University campus which links with 
Weston Park and forms a communal open space in the 
heart of the University precincts. Particular attention has 
been paid to the siting and layout of the campus, which we 
have regarded as one of the main features of our scheme and 
which is envisaged treated with a variety of paving textures 
blending naturally into the park. 

The tall free-standing Arts department block is the focal 
point of the plan with the low square Library its foil and 
the combined Administration and Physics building is the 
link between the existing University and the Chemistry 
Block. Magnificent views would be obtained from the 


WINNING DESIGN : Ground-floor plan of Arts and General Pool. 
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campus, and their impact will be all the greater for their 
keing suddenly seen when approached through the open 
ground floor of the Physics building. 

The main entrance is combined with the existing entrance 
to Firth Hall where the students now enter; subsidiary 
entrances at each end of the campus are also proposed. 

(b) Sections of Work : The buildings in Section “‘ A” 
have been placed on sites B,” and “D” 
fas described on Competition Site plan], and their con- 
struction should reduce to the minimum interference with 
the buildings already in use by the University authorities. 
Winter-street will be left undisturbed during the first 
phase building operations and would only need to be 
diverted when the Fhysics department is started though its 
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earlier diversion would have the advantage of allowing 
the campus to be developed sooner. 

Site ‘‘ E”’ at the rear of the Chemistry block will be left 
open except for the boiler house, and on sites “‘ F”’ and 
‘*G ” will be sited the Medical school, refectories and staff 
house and the Union of students. We suggest that site 
‘*H”’ be left unallocated for the time being. 

Of the buildings in Section “ A”’ (the initial building 
scheme) the winners say : 

1. Library : The promoters’ recommendation that the 
Library be placed on Site ‘‘ C’’ has been followed, and it 
has been planned as a low square block with the main 
entrance slightly above the level of the campus, and the 
reading rooms on the first floor. This plan type has 
allowed the reading rooms to be all on one level and has 
ensured that there should be no obstruction to the view of 
the park from the adjoining and much higher Arts depart- 
ment building. 

The general reading room looks south and west over 
Weston Park, and on the same floor lie the catalogue hall, 
the catalogue and labelling rooms and the post-graduate 
reading room. The reading room book store has space 
for over 160,000 volumes on two tiers on the north side of 
the general reading room which it is proposed should te 
top- as well as side-lit ; to avoid intermediate supports 
parallel steel roof trusses would span from side to side 
allowing the void between roof and ceiling to be used for 
the air-conditioning ducting. The book stack for over 
$50,000 volumes is on four tiers in the basement and can 
be built section by section as required ; the folio store is on 
tier 2 and forms part of the stack. 

2. Arts department : The great difference between the 
requirements of the Architecture department on the one 


hand and the general pool on the other, together with the 
note in the conditions that these buildings need no: be 
planned together has led us to suggest that they should be 
quite separate, thereby allowing them to be designed to 
fulfil their purpose to the greatest possible degree. 

(i) ARCHITECTURE DEPARTMENT: The studios together 
with their ancillary rooms have been planned as a sinvle- 
storey top-lit building set in the courtyard between the 
existing University and the new Administration building 
at mezzanine floor level. ‘The building science laboratory, 
criticism room and lecture room are planned immediately 
below the studios and with the administration and students’ 
rooms in the adjoining four-storey building form a self- 
contained unit grouped around a small open courtyard with 
direct access from the campus. 

(ii) GENERAL PooL: The great number of rooms of 
similar area and similar purpose in the general poo! indi- 
cated to us that they would best be planned in a tall building 
of 13 storeys where the accommodation could be largely 
repeated on each floor. The shape of the building, which 
is the focal point of the architectural design of the scheme, 
contrasts with the low library opposite and ensures that all 
the rooms, except the tiered lecture rooms, look either 
west over Weston Park or east over Sheffield. 

3. Administration : The accommodation required under 
this heading has been grouped in a seven-storey building 
in the natural focus of the layout completing, in fact, the 
unfinished plan of the main existing University buildings. 
To avoid developing the site with many small units, it is 
suggested that the Physics department ke regarded as the 
second half of the Administration building. A long and 
comparatively low building sufficiently heavy in weight 
to act as a centre to the existing University and Chemistry 


WINNING DESIGN : South elevation 


and (below) Section b-b of library. 
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WINNING DESIGN : 


Buildings on each wing will thus be ensured. The main 
entrance is on the first floor. 

Of Section **B’’ (future development) the winners 
State : 

1. Physics Department : The majority of the accommoda- 
tion required for this department is provided on the five 
upper floors at the east end of the blocak facing Western 
Bank which at its west end forms the Administration block. 
[39,600 sq. ft.] 

2. Medical School: The greater part of sites “F”’ 
and ‘** G”’ has been reserved for this accommodation which, 
it is proposed, should largely be provided in two multi- 
storeyed blocks, the lower of six floors running roughly 
parallel to Western Bank and the higher of ten floors at 
right angles near the west boundary of the site. Lecture 
theatres would form a subsidiary wing. [148,800 sq. ft.] 

3. Refectories and Staff House : It is suggested that these 
departments should be grouped with the Union of students 
and form with the Union hall a six-storey building adjoin- 
ing and to the north of the existing Union of students. 
The refectories and staff house would be on the upper 
three floors and would be approached by two staircases 
and lifts at either end of the Union hall which is on the 
ground floor and approximately eight feet above natural 
ground level. [19,200 sq. ft.] 

4. Union of Students : This accommodation forms part 
of the multi-storeved building which also contains the 
refectories and staff house and is on the lowest floor 
immediately below the Union hall. [13,200 sq. ft.] 

5. Central Boiler House : It is envisaged that it will be 
necessary to build the boiler house at least simultaneously 
with the last third of section ‘‘ A’’ and possibly earlier, 
and a site [‘E’’] has, therefore, been chosen which is 
both central to the whole scheme and readily available. 
[20,200 sq. ft.] 

6. Extensions to Existing Chemistry Buildings : In view 
of the promoters’ preference for lateral rather than vertical 
extension, the 8,000 sq. ft. of accommodation originally 
planned for the second Chemistry floor to be built on the 
existing building has been added to the required total floor 
area of the extension covered by this competition. A net 
floor area, therefore, of 44,480 sq. ft. (36,480, plus 8,000) 
has been provided on six floors in the two wings to the 
east. 


oP 


APs 


First-floor (entrance) plan of library. 


On construction and service, the winners state: The 
same general principles have been observed for all the 
buildings. 

Structure : We recommend that a steel frame structure 
should be adopted for all the multi-storevyed buildings. 

External treatment : The buildings generally are faced 
externally part by a curtain wall and part by cladding, some 
2in. thick secured to the structure. The curtain wall 
would be formed by a skeleton metal window unit complete 
where necessary with opening lights spanning vertically 
from floor to floor and horizontally from stanchion to 
stanchion, glazed in clear glass at window level, and in 
obscured glass between the window head of one floor and 
the window cill of the next. Internally the vertical space 
between floor and window cill level would be lined to give 
the necessary thermal insulation. 

Particular thought has been paid to the type of cladding 
for the areas of the elevations not faced with the curtain 
wall. Architecturally a jointless material of a homogeneous 
nature would be ideal but it is appreciated that the con- 
structional problems involved, together with the difficulties 
likely to arise from the climatic conditions prevalent in 
Sheffield, rule out any type of concrete facing. We are, 
therefore, of the opinion that the xsthetic requirements of 
a smooth, unbroken and apparently jointless material and 
the resistance to withstand the acid and smoke laden 
atmosphere can best be made by natural stone or granite 
slabs, closely jointed and worked to a fine even finish. 

Estimate of Cost—Section ** A”’ : The cube prices given 
are intended to cover a standard of quality suitable for a 
modern University but there should be room for some 
reduction if economies are essential. 
Library : 

1,386,200 f.c. at 6s. 
Arts Department : 


General Pool : 
Multi-storey block : 1,197,100 f.c. at 7s 


£415,860 


£418,990 


Single-storey Lecture Theatres : 151,000 f.c. at Ss. .. £60,400 
Architeeture Department : 
Single-storey Studios and Lecture Theatre, etc. 
129,000 f.c. at fs. "e £38,700 


Administration block and connecting link: 
205,400 f.c. at 5s. 


Administration : 
611,700 f.c. at 5s. fd. 


£51,250 


£168,220 


£1,153,520 


® 


‘ 


~ 


a 


> 


THE BUILDER 833 ‘ 
+, 
-* 
« 
“SAY 
rie 
£y 
uf 
ee 
24 
ise 
| 
‘ 
| 
a* 
4 
— 


* 


ga" 

4 


- 


te Weeteres 

a 

=. 


Elevetiens Winter Streaat 


THE BUILDER 


Nov 


Bank Brook 


West 


DESIGN PLACED SECOND: By 7. MANSELL JENKINSON AND JOHN M. M. JENKINSON 


OF THE DESIGN placed second (No. 1) the assessors 
say : In this case also the lay-out and disposition of units 
is excellent although criticism could be made against the 
etfect of the large lecture room block in the courtyard on 
the light of adjoining buildings. The library is placed on 
the Weston Park site, but the Medical block is on the NE- 


triangle (Site D). The elevational treatment is, we feel, un- 
inspiring and does not reach the level of the design placed 
first. The author makes his total cubic content 3,269,650 
cu. ft. and estimates the total cost at £679,618 ; we con- 
sider that the rates per cu. ft. upon which he has based his 
estimates are quite inadequate for buildings of this character. 
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General elevations and sections. Below : Layout. 


DESIGN PLACED THIRD. By H. T. SEWARD (CRUICKSHANK AND SEWARD) 


OF THE DESIGN placed third (No. 45) the assessors 
say : The Arts and Administrative blocks are placed adjoin- 
ing the existing buildings on sites A and B, and the Library 
in Weston Park on site C but the department of Architec- 
ture is housed in a separate building opposite the Library 
on site D. The departments of Physics and Chemistry 
are placed on the East side of Winter-st. and the Medical 
School nine storeys high, together with Refectory and 
Staff House, are grouped to the South of Western Bank. 


SHEFFIELD UNIVERSITY COMPETITION 1953 


The Library has a high vertical book stack. Points of 
criticism of this scheme are the rather congested planning, 
the fact that many of the lecture rooms face the traffic 
noise on Western Bank and the placing of the car park in 
an internal quadrangle. The elevational treatment is 
simple and straightforward but the 4th scale drawings do 
not bear out the promise of the #th scale sketches. The 
author estimates that the buildings contain 3,656,280 cu. ft. 
and the cost is estimated at £958,609. 
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View of the south side of the nave and tower, showing the temporary chancel. 


St. George’s Church, 
Shirley, near Croydon 


Architects 
JOHN L. DENMAN & SON 


Builders 
JAMES LONGLEY & Co., LTD. 
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HIS church has been erected to serve the needs 
of a new residential area at Shirley, Surrey. 
Funds would not permit the completion of the whole 
scheme, which was designed on simple lines, and 
for the sake of economy it has been necessary to reuse 
old pews and other furnishing items from a redundant 
church. The new church was consecrated 0” 
November 15, 1952, by the Archbishop of Canterbury 
who also laid the foundation stone on March 27, 0! 
the same year. 


The exterior has a simple brick treatment wit! 
2in. grey-brown facings and specially mou 
bricks around the windows and other features. 
roofs are covered with sand-faced hand-made 
tiles and the tower is terminated with a cop ' 
fleche. The building is heated by a low-press 
gravity system and gas-fired boiler. 


In the perspective view of the church as it 
be completed, shown on the following page. 
dwarf tower rises above the narthex to the nave ‘ | 
the entrance porch on the one side and the tu’ © 
space for the children’s corner on the other, 
projecting wings at its base. Sub-contractors w 


Steelwork, Matthew T. Shaw and Co., Ltd., Mi! 
E.14; metal windows, the Crittall Manufacturing 
Ltd., Sidcup ; electricians, G. and S. Pudney, Pur 
heating engineers, W. H. Fellingham and Sons, 
Brighton ; and wood block floors, Hollis Bros., Ltd. 
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FACTORY AT CHICHESTER, SUSSEX 


Architect 
THOMAS K. MAKINS, ARIBA 


y= 
~ 
~ 
= 
n 
~ 
a 
& 
= 
— 
=, 
| 
~ 


workshops. 


Elevation to north 
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HIS factory has been built on the Chichester 
Industrial Estate for the fabrication of structural 
steelwork, escape stairs, balcony and stair balustrading 
and sheet metal work for the aeroplane and building 
industries. 
‘The entrance to the site is in the north-west corner 
and this, to a large extent, influenced the plan. It was 


ini felt desirable to place the workshop entrances and 
ii) heavy access roadways on the north where convenient 
‘ to the gate, the offices being placed on the more 
‘A pleasant and quiet side, to the south. Visitors’ cars 
at can be parked near to the office entrance. 
et The main factory space totals 10,000 sq. ft. and the Entrance to offices 
cae ont floor area is allocated to steel section and sheet metal y 
Bae working departments. A crane capable of lifting 
> +i two tons can operate over one-third of the floor area. The sheet metal work carried out in the factory is 
+e This has been underslung from the roof and very little extremely noisy and the corridor connecting the 
;%.} stiffening was necessary to obtain the necessary entrance hall to the offices successfully reduces the 


“at strength in the trusses. ‘The dividing wall and noise from the administrative staff. "The two observa- 


my floor to these shops is concealed on the large north tion windows between the corridor and factory are 
‘Ai. window by the use of black vitrolite in some of the double glazed to assist in this direction. . 
Piss panes. The height of the factory to the lower chord Construction.—The factory generally is built with 
“3 of the trusses is 14 ft. 6 in. 11 in. cavity brick walls, reinforced where required by 
ATH 
ST BLACKSM UPPER TEMPLATE 
TRAVELLING CRANE FLOOR OVE 
2) | | 
MAIN | FACTORY, AREA 
| 
\\ 
5° 
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Plan of the factory. 
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Entrance hall. 


local by-laws; asbestos roofing has been used with 
patent glazing upon steel trusses and purlins. The 
asbestos roofing over the north shops is universal 
troughing. The main roof is insulated with 2 in. 
wood wool. 

The clients at first requested the architect to obtain 
a clear unobstructed factory floor space, but since a 
low structural steel content gained favour with the 
licensing authorities and was cheaper, the factory has 
been built with four stanchions supporting the roof. 

Warmth in the factory is maintained by oil-fired 
boiler and pump assisted flow mains to unit heaters. 
The system is fully automatic, | Sub-contractors 
were 


Artificial stone, Blokcrete Co., Ltd., Southampton ; 
asphalt, Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; bricks (common), 
London Brick Co., Ltd., (facing), Henfield Bricks, Ltd., 
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Henfield, Sussex ; ceilings, Sundeala Board Co., Ltd. ; 
crane, Wharton Crane and Hoist Co., Ltd., Stockport ; 
electrical installation, Geo. W. Bentley, Ltd., Havant, 
Hants; structural steelwork and entrance gates, Smith 
and Jewell, Ltd. ; fencing, Flextella Fencing and Engineer- 
ing Co., Ltd., Petersfield; floor tiles, Armstrong Cork 
Co., Ltd. ; gas installation, Portsmouth Gas Undertaking ; 
glazing and patent glazing, Portsmouth Glass Works, Ltd. ; 
heating, Brightside Foundry and Engineering Co., Ltd. 

Ironmongery, Rennis, Ltd. ; nameplates, Dales (Letter- 
ing), Ltd., Brighton ; paints, Imperial Chemical Industries 
and Hadfields, Ltd. ; rainwater goods, Lion Foundry Co., 
Ltd., Kirkintilloch; reinforcement, McCall and Co., 
Sheffield ; Ribmet reinforcement, Expanded Metal Co., 
Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, Shanks and Co., Ltd.; signs, 
British Sign and Electrical Co., Ltd.; sliding door gear, 
E. Hill Aldam and Co., Ltd. ; thermostatic valves, Walker 
Crosweller and Co., Ltd.; wood block flooring, Bailey 
and Whites, Ltd., Portsmouth; Venetian aluminium 
blinds, G. Hall and Co., Southsea. 


FACTORY AT 
CHICHESTER, 
SUSSEX 


Interior view of main 
factory. 
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A general view of flats at Berck-Plage, near Le Touquet and (left) 
two details of the same block. 


SOME RECENT CONTINENTAL FLATS 


i agamnes photographs were sent to us by Mr. Lesslie Kk. Watson, 

MBE, FRIBA, who writes as follows: This year | spent a 
motoring holiday in France and Italy which was my first time out 
of this country since the war. It was an architectural tonic. 


Black-and-white photographs do less than justice to the gaily 
coloured buildings which are going up everywhere. [| was very 
taken with a group of flats and houses overlooking the sand-dunes 
at Berck-Plage near Le Touquet which were built in reinforced 
concrete and rendered. The horizontal bands, which show dark 
in the photographs, were sky blue; the soffit of the overhanging 
first floor was terra-cotta ; and the balconies were yellow, grey and 4 
terra-cotta. Some of the houses had garages on the ground floor. 


The fourth photograph (below) shows a vast array of flats at Genoa 
which are not vet complete. 
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Dutch Farm Buildings 


By G. ROSENBERG, ARIBA, AMTPI 


LTHOUGH the exhibition of Dutch architecture 
at the RIBA last spring showed examples of 
outstanding modern design for many types of buildings, 
there were no illustrations of new farm buildings. 
This may have been because the selecting architects 
did not think that there was a great deal worth showing 
(from a modern architect’s point of view) in this field, 
where tradition is so very powerful, or perhaps the 
reason was simply lack of space ; nevertheless, some 
of the recent post-war reconstruction schemes for 
farms in different parts of Holland are very interesting. 
Most Dutch farmers are familiar with the plan and 
construction of their farm buildings as also are the 
country builders. They could, therefore, probably 
build fairly successfully without obtaining the services 
of an architect. 

There is a further advantage in that most Dutch 
architects are not entirely town bred and ignorant of 
farming matters. In fact, the most surprising know- 
ledge of farming traditions persists in the average 
Dutch architect, and the most surprising appreciation 


common in English day-to-day practice. I quote 
only one example : the way in which a Dutch carpenter 
will correct the slope of his roof construction to obtain 


But the main interest of Dutch farm buildings at the 


coming nearer to English standards. The Du 


removed from the townsman than an English farmer, 
however modest his circumstances. Dutch farming 
families were quite content to live under one roof with 
their cattle and crops rather than face the biting winds 
of the tree-less plain to go from their farmhouse to 
their outbuildings. But they are becoming more 
bourgeois in their habits, and on farms of any size the 
farmer’s residence is separate from the agricultural 
buildings. 

They call this less compact plan the “head, 
neck and rump ”’ type of farm, and the illustrations 
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and builder. There is a subtlety in the Dutch tradi- , ae 
tion of craftsmanship, too, that would be quite un- 
| | 
the surface of the roof slightly convex. Other deviations 
from the perpendicular are also skilfully achieved for ‘ 

of 

tradition some years ago was rather different from the 

British. Socially, the Dutch farmer was further 
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‘PLAT TEGROMD 
On this and the two following pages are shown three sets of farm buildings which reveal the gradual change from 
the still dominant Dutch tradition of the large single-roofed set of buildings to the grouped of | | 
buildings planned in the “ head, neck and rump” fashion. om 
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in the first three pages are all of this type. The “ head, 
neck and rump ”’ plan is not shown with any intention of 
praising it as a pattern to be followed, but as an indication 
of the place which each building could architecturally 
assume on a farm so that the parts combine to a whole 
that can be clearly understood and visually appreciated. 
There may be no lesson to be learned from the 
detailed dispositions of these plans but the clear 
grouping of the different parts is interesting. The 
farmhouse is the “head” (the nerve centre), 
the dairy or food preparation place is the inter- 
mediate “neck” or link (semi-domestic and 


human in scale), and the farm buildings proper 
are the rump or body of the design. Such notions 
are not purely formal, but have a meaning which gives 
life to a scheme, as well i 


as orderliness. 
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There is another thought which comes with the 
consideration of Dutch farm buildings. Nobody 
could say that the Dutch are agriculturally backward, 


always built without concern for flexibility and adapt- 
ability, or ease of extension, which were the tenets of 
the new British practice. The large single-room 
buildings put upin Holland as if to last for generations 
numbers of cattle and yields of crops that happened 
to be right for the day, but they are now a 
handicap in a time of c ing agricultural standards. 
Of what use are elaborately sited and furnished 
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yet their farming methods have never led them to 
adopt the attitude of improvisation which we have od 
come to think indispensable in our approach to the a 
fixed equipment of small farms. The Dutch have 
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Section A-B. 


rein- 
the 


North 


Jan de Fong te Schayk. Here, 


the barn is independent 


view of a mixed farm at Empel, 
The roof is of Ruberoid with grey stone 
The cost of the buildings amounted to about 


: General 
Architect 


Above 
Brabant. 
are determined by the method of stacking the crop by 


means of the pneumatic conveyor (seen in photograph at 


from the rest of the farm buildings. Its height and width 
upper part being framed in impregnated timber clad with 


bottom right.) The ground floor is constructed of 
forced concrete framework with light brick infilling, 


unlike the traditional Dutch farm 


protected metal. 
chippings. 


,000 in 1950. 


£6 


View of the junction of the barn and the dairy 


Right : 


Interior view of the barn of the farm at 


: 


Empel. 
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11 IMPLEMENTS 


5 SHOWER 
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SITTING ROOM 


12 Horses 
83 TRACTOR SHED 


Dairy 


7 SCULLERY 
8 COWHOUSE 
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DUTCH FARM 
BUILDINGS 


Perspective detail of the 
interior of a cowhouse in a 
Dutch single-roof farm build- 
ing. It shows the typical 
method of roof lighting, of 
carefully controlled ventila- 
tion with outlet flues, and the 
deep gutter, which allows 
the litter to absorb the 
moisture in the manure and 
the urine without loss and 
without raising complicated 
drainage problems. 

In America ground lime- 
stone and superphosphates 
are used to help absorb the 
moisture. In England, the 
practice of using a great deal 
of water and ignoring the 
drainage problem still largely 


persists. 


stables, with their automatic hay feeds and ingenious 
fittings, now that tractors have replaced horses ? 
Of what use is a bull stand in reinforced concrete, 
when artificial insemination comes in ? 

The Dutch are beginning to build with an eye 
to adaptability, and the plan by J. de Jong te Schayk 
of the farm at Empel illustrated on the previous rage 
is very simple and adaptable. But the Dutch 
have not given up and do not seem to be willing 
to give up the idea of permanent buildings. They 
take responsibility for a good few years ahead and do 
not leave it to successive generations to make shift 
or improvise or consider the whole involved business 
of adequate buildings for their farm anew. 


and layout. 
business to land agents and farm building advisory 


certain types of farms in particular areas, although 

‘y may not be suitable for other types of farm 
ngs i 

it would obviously be unwise to build barns in an 


changeover from milk to beef is in progress. ‘There 
are many cases where the trend of change can be 
foreseen. ~ 
ARCHITECTURAL TREATMENT 

Once the need for permanent agricultural buildings 
is acknowledged, the question of architectural 
design arises. Farming is an industry, and farmers 
are right in considering their buildings as something 
of a factory. But the view that factories are necessar- 
ily or excusably ugly is somewhat out of date. Yet 
many British farmers still seem to think that any attempt 
at careful detailing and conscious designing of the 
character of their utilitarian buildings is as repre- 
hensible and suspect as putting chromium-plating 
on a farm tractor. 

Nobody would accuse the Dutch farmers of senti- 
mentality or other-worldliness, but almost every one 


are efficient and durable and appropriate in design 
and form. That is not to say that there was universal 
agreement as to what this form should be, nor to deny 
that many undistinguished sets of buildings are to be 
seen. But the Dutch farmers and their architects 
meant to do their best to produce buildings of which 
they could be proud, and of which they expect coming 
generations to be proud. 


The rho‘ographs on rages 843-5 are by P. Tijm, 
Head of the Office for Farm Reconstruction, Amsterdam. 
The remainder are reproduced by the courtesy of the 
Editor of Bouwkundig Weekblad of Amsterdam. 
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“The Planners and the Planned” 


Sir William Holford’s Presidential Address 
to the Town Planning Institute 


PROFESSOR SIR WILLIAM HOLFORD, 

FRIBA, introduced the theme for the 
mew session, “The Planners and _ the 
Planned,” in the course of his presidential 
address at a general meeting of the Town 
Planning Institute, held at the Livingstone 
Hall, Westminster, on November 5. We 
take the following extracts from his remarks. 
Sir William Holford said: 


In taking over the helm from the capable 
hands of Sam Beaufoy I do not flatter my- 
self that I am about to command the ship, 
even for a twelvemonth. Our course was 
plotted 40 years ago (November 21, 1913) 
and our chief pilot, Sir George Pepler, has 
guided us ever since. . . . It is as a compara- 
tively untried deck hand that I now stand at 
the wheel, utterly dependent on the foresight 
and labour and judgment of others, but 
exhilarated none, the less by the feel and the 
buoyancy of what is by this time a strong 
and substantial vessel—the Town Planning 
Institute. 


He continued: The planner is fortunate in 
many ways; he can draw on resources of 
faith and hope which many occupations do 
not possess; he can delve into the past with 
profit and create a future which can take on 
reality. He meets people and sees places; 
acquires the gardener’s sense of growth and 
extends it beyond the confines of the 
garden: watches the artist and the craftsman 
at work, and cultivates an eye for land and 
landscape. If it is better to travel hopefu'ly 
than to arrive. then certainly the planner 
may expect a good life as well as a useful 
one. 


But what of the planned? What advant- 
ages of planning come to them? Looked 
at from the consumer’s point of view, do we 
appear as fairy godmothers or as nosey 
parkers, as valued advisers or mere spanners 
in the works? 


In short, if prejudice is set on one side 
for the moment, what is the real value of 
the planning process to workers and man- 
agers, to family wage-earners and ratepayers, 
to the housewife and the elderly, to the 
farmer, the traveller and the citizen? These 
are the sort of questions that are fired at 
the planning profession from outside its 
ranks, and they seem to me to be questions 
well worth an attempt to answer, even if 
the attempt is difficult, and occasionally 
embarrassing. Our sessional programme is 
intended’ to set the stage for discussion of 
these points. 


PLANNING AS A SOCIAL ART 


The planning process, as we have come to 
know it in recent years, is a compound of 
three related activities in the adjacent terri- 
tories of science, design and administration. 
We maintain that these activities are com- 
patible with one another; that their co- 
ordination—in so far at least as they concern 
land and buildings—deserves professional 
recognition and special training, and that 
when this co-ordination is achieved it 
amounts to a social service of an important 
and civilised kind. One could not describe 
as anything less than that the preservation, 
creation and development of the environ- 
ment in which we live. 


lf we did not believe this, we should leave 
the task of research and inquiry to social 
scientists and economists, design to architects, 
engineers and landscape designers, 
administration to a corps of central and local 
government servants working under political 
chiefs. And we should no longer contend 
that what we can do as planners is greater 
than the sum of what these other professions 
can do independently. 


Moreover, the introduction of one pro- 
fessional method to another and their co- 
ordination. in the interests of better planning 
is a job which requires special training. That 
is what the Town Planning Institute stands 
for. Despite the doubts of the Schuster 
Committee, its membership is still the hall- 
mark of that particular training and of that 
more comprehensive type of experience. 


GREAT POSSIBILITIES 
For myself, I believe profoundly in the 


possibilities of this wider conception of plan- | 


ning as a social art. Architecture, too, is a 
social art, just as demography is a social 
science. But the designing of a town on a 
sound demographic basis is surely a greater 
ees than either contribution by 
itself. 


Land economics and_ sociology as 
methodical studies, and town and country 
planning as a _ methodical process of 
administration, are mainly of this century. 
This is not a reason for belittlement nor a 
cause of doubt. It is, rather, an indication 
of progress, For the needs of this century 
have called them into being—and also, per- 
haps, to some extent, the mistakes of the 
past—and they have an important role to 
play in it. Town planning, in particular, by 
its close association with political and 
economic policy, and therefore with the 
democratic process itself, is an elaborate 
instrument of local (or self-) government. 
Lord Bryce called it “the best school of 
democracy.” 


Whether planning is regarded as land- 
budgeting, or as the arrangement of a viable 
pattern of accommodation and movement, 
or purely as a method of creating and pro- 
tecting amenity, it is nonetheless a modern 
concept of great potential influence. It has, 
in this Institute—as it deserves to have—its 
own initiates, its own Memorandum of Asso- 
ciation, and its own code of practice. It 
also has its background of philosophy and 
ethics; a background that could fade, in 
unfavourable conditions, into a narrow pro- 
fessionalism leading to a purely bureau- 
cratic and self-perpetuating activity, of no 
real value to society, and in the crudest 
economic terms simply adding to the cost of 
living. On the other hand, the philosophy 
and ethics of planning are capable of con- 
tinuous broadening and growth. 


This seems to me an occasion on which 
we are bound to ask ourselves in what direc- 
tion we are likely to move. In pondering 
this question we may become introspective 
to a limited extent, but the greatest dangers 
may well be in our relationships with the 
public. By which I mean the public as 
electors, as political representatives and as 
citizens of a Welfare State, simultaneously 
producers and consumers. 
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_ The ‘most immediate danger, in Britain 
itself, may prove to be the political one 
The Town and Country Planning Act of 1953 
is a repealing Act, and planning legislation 
itself is politically unpopular, at least under 
that name. Yet some of the thorniest prob- 
lems in this field centre round such subjects 
as Rent Restriction, Slum Clearance, Lease- 
hold Tenure, Compulsory Acquisition of 
Land and Compensation. To these a related 
economic problem should be added, namely 
the continued high costs and relatively low 
productivity in the building industry. This 
is a trough out of which the industry cannot 
lift itself entirely by its own efforts. 


So the politicians of all parties, confronted 
by these problems, have to make up their 
minds whether they need more planning or 
less planning in their efforts to solve them. 
I do not think there is any doubt that some- 
where (and probably at a number of different 
levels, both central and local) more planning 
has to be done, if the mess is to be cleared 
up. But there are two ways of presenting 
this to the public. In one case it may be- 
come an actual plank in the political plat- 
form. possibly with the proviso that the 
planning will be carried out as inexpensively 
as possible. 


In the other, the planning process itself 
may be ridiculed and in its place may be 
substituted a programme of practical pro- 
posals—such as slum clearance or a revised 
system of building finance. There is a lot 
to be said for this, provided that in so far 
as planning is concerned the baby is not 
emptied out with the bath water. 


The danger is that, politically speaking, 
we might back away from the difficult task 
of improving our environment as a whole 
and concentrate on the more congenial 
task of improving some of its _ indi- 
vidual elements; that we should achieve 
visual and politically effective results 
with schools and factories and high 
blocks of flats, and divert the greater part of 
our enthusiasm and resources from the less 
manageable problems of traffic congestion, 
the journey to work, a reduction in the rate 
of social obsolescence and physical repair, 
and the building of really live, productive 
communities; in short, that we should nar- 
row the planning front instead of broadening 
it. 

Many years ago the first President of this 
Institute, Dr. Thomas Adams, pointed out 
that comprehensive planning “. . . is too 
general a thing to appeal to the mass of 
people. . . . They see the traffic congested 
and they imagine the solution lies in a direct 
attack on the immediate location of the con- 
gestion, whereas it is a local symptom of 
widespread congestion and wrong distribu- 
tion of functions and facilities.” 

And there is the political difficulty in 4 
nutshell. 


THE PUBLIC AS OBJECTORS 


When one considers the public in its capa- 
city as owner, tenant, guardian of individual 
rights and local amenities, and objector at 
public inquiries, one realises that there are 
administrative as well as political difcultes. 
There is an instructive and entertaining . 
count of some of these in a or 
the Inquiry into the Development ah 0 
the September number 0 nee 
Journal. under the title, “ Ordeal by Inquiry. 
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is involved, what care was taken by the Plan- 
aing Officer and his staff (their instructions 
recall Polonius, Lord Chesterfield and the 
Sermon on the Mount), and how admirably, 
in dealing with most classes of objector, the 
wind was tempered to the shorn lamb. But 
planning is impossible without what the 
French call un courant d’air, and by the same 
token many objectors must have gone away 
with a slight cold in the head. Unless the 
public interest is altogether abandoned there 
will always be instances where it conflicts 
with private interests, and the maintenance 
of real estate values, although a useful in- 
dicator, is not the main objective of planning. 


If, therefore, these feelings of hardship or 
inequity are not balanced and redressed by 
clear statements of the public advantages 
derived, and if our political heads do not 
openly recognise the public interest in these 
matters, and support those who administer 
it in one form or another, then obviously 
the public relations function would have to 
follow planning itself and “ go underground ” 
for a while. 


INDUSTRY AND PRODUCTIVITY 


The public in another capacity are, of 
course, the producers and distributors of 
food, commodities and services, and the 
creators of industrial and commercial liveli- 
hood. As such they are liable to have their 
own plans, and to enlist the services of the 
official planner only in so far as they are un- 
able to carry them out unaided or when nor- 
mal competition becomes unproductive or 
inequitable. The public in this capacity bring 
heavy economic pressure to bear, for they 
are the mainspring of many types of develop- 
ment and growth, and even to some extent of 
housing. 


On the other hand, they are conversant 
with the planning process themselves, especi- 
ally on the industrial side, and appreciate 
far more readily than a housing committee 
or a civic society, for example, what con- 
ititutes an effective piece of administration, a 
workable balance sheet of costs and re- 
sources. or a functional design for a layout 
or a building. 


So it is not surprising that many examples 
can be quoted of useful collaboration be- 
tween town and country planners on the one 
hand, and industrialists, farmers and small 
enterprises, on the other, these being mainly 
at the regional or local level. Mineral and 
advertisement regulations are being reason- 
ably interpreted with results that are cer- 
tainly of public benefit. Factories, industrial 
estates and whole industrial districts have 
entered a new phase of existence in Britain, 
as unlike the wasteful “ palaeotechnic” in- 
dustry of Patrick Geddes as it could well be. 


Even here, however, there are differences 
between the planners and the planned. On the 
national plane, despite Government policy 
for the Development_Areas, despite the Bar- 
low Report, and despite Industrial Develop- 
ment Certificates (which may lose a g 
deal of their value as instruments of control 
when building licensing ceases), London is 
still the industrial and commercial magnet, 
and the reoccupation of former industrial 
Premises is still mot “ development.” 

There are other difficulties of procedure in 

h more than one Department of Govern- 
ment is involved. Many industrial develop- 
ment plans on a large scale, ¢.g., for electri- 
City, gas or television, are outside the town 
and country planning framework altogether 
and only impinge on it when a major ques- 


tion of public ity is involved. And for 
the small man, there is the problem of rents 
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and welfare Provisions in the planned indus- 
trial zones which are often, in the initial 
stages of the enterprise, beyond his resources, 
and force him to remain a “ non-conforming 
user.” 

Inefficiency, whether in the burning of 

coal to produce black smoke and murderous 
smog, or in the use of land and buildings 
resulting in industrial slums, derelict premises 
and process waste, is a problem even more 
serious than conflicts between interests. 
; Nevertheless, both uctivity and work- 
ing conditions have improved in most in- 
dustries to a very marked extent since the 
war. 


We, the great British public, must also 
be regarded in another réle—that of con- 
sumers; that is to say, as the recipients or 
customers of public services, public utilities 
and the benefits, tangible or intangible, that 
planning may bring—or perhaps bring faster 
than would otherwise be the case. The biggest 
item here is, undoubtedly, family housing, 
which means not only the dwellings them- 
selves, but their settings, including schools 
and community buildings. It does not 
require any inside knowledge to appreciate 
the importance of public relations in this 
matter, because housing, which has long been 
thought of in terms of construction, is now 
being considered more and more in plan- 
ning terms. 

The big questions, apart from those con- 
nected with costs, rents and management, 
are where, and to what standards of density 
and space, are the new dwellings to be built, 
and how are the older housing areas to be 
maintained, converted or redeveloped? 


In spite of this shift of emphasis, the plan- 
ning authorities may find that these questions 
are to be answered empirically. The all- 
out battle for new dwellings in quantity may 
be succeeded by an all-out attack on old 
dwellings, no matter where they may be 
situated. The standard of redevelopment 
may not be assessed on a basis of family 
need, and family distribution and income, 
nor on a planned estimate of these needs 
five or 10 years hence, but on existing local 
government resources within defined limits 
of cost. 


Even on those terms a great deal will 
be gained by the inclusion of slum clearance 
and redevelopment schemes in the housing 
programme. The planner’s concern should 
be to see that as much existing information 
and new research as possible is brought to 
bear on the programme at the time when it 
will do most good. The 1951 Census and 
the Development Plans have brought some 
valuable social facts to light and the planning 
officers should see that they are used. 


THE MINISTRY'S STANDARDS 


More than that, it is now established by 
the planning system that there must be a 
broader appreciation of the information, and 
the proposals of the local planning author- 
ities, than the individual local authority can 
make. Over and above the administration 
of the Planning Acts there is the question 
as to whether the Ministry's professional staff 
can, from their central position, see whether 
professionally prepared and officially 
accepted development plans will hang to- 
gether or cancel each other out, and whether 
they corroborate or call for modifications to 
the standards which the Ministry is there to 
regulate. 

Nevertheless, there is the risk that the real 
“combined operation” between housing and 
planning may be postponed, as so often in 


experience would be put to better use if the 
committee were served by qualified research 
workers for particular subjects, 


or local government requires “ status” if it 
is to be paid any attention to at all. 


Research Secretary, or by the making of 
grants to cover the appointment of ad hec 
investigators for particular subjects of 


VOTE OF THANKS 


Proposing a vote of thanks to the presi- 
dent, Mr. E. H. Doustepay said the few point 
that had struck him about the address was 
the need to get over to the public the merits 
and advantages of planning, and he thought 
the president had been right to point out 
the remarkable strides that had been made 
in planning in this country during recent 
years. 

Perhaps the most concise and forceful 
description of planning had been given by 
the president when he said: “ Whether plan- 
ning is regarded as land-budgeting or as the 
arrangement of a viable pattern of accommo- 
dation and movement, or purely as a method 
of creating and protecting amenity, it is 
nonetheless a modern concept of great 
potential influence.” If the members read 
that paragraph and pondered over it they 
would see that the president had summarised 
the dangers of planners narrowing their front 
and the advantages of broadening the basis 
of the field of activity of the Institute. 


The words of Dr. Thomas Adams which 
the president had quoted, that a city plan 
would inevitably save large sums of money 
to the community (always assuming that it 
was well conceived) merely by preventing 
the inception of bad conditions, was some- 
thing which should be driven home. 


After endorsing the president’s remarks 
upon the need for planning research and the 
strengthening of the research activities of the 
Institute, Mr. Doubleday commended the 
programme of papers for the Institute’s com- 
ing season. It covered industry, equity, 
legal affairs and the family. What more in- 
teresting and attractive subjects could one 
wish to have? 

Seconding the vote of thanks, Mr. R. T. 
KENNEDY used a different metaphor from 
that of a ship, which Sir William Holford 
had favoured at the opening of his address. 
He said that entering the field of town plan- 
ning was not so much like a walk through 
open country as entering 


a 
large shaggy wood which had no clearly re- 
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cognisable boyndaries. The whole place 
was at present rather damp, in fact it had 
some distinctly boggy patches. It was only 
too easy fo get lost there. 


There was a re-afforestation scheme in 
progress and there had been much indis- 
criminate planting. The undergrowth was 
now so thick in places that it was difficult 
to see who was doing the planning and what 
was being planted. Now and then one could 
hear shouts of “ timber,” followed by loud 
crashes. Parts of this wood were un- 
doubtedly gloomy and some felling would be 
beneficial. The wood was full of furious 
activities. There were a number of people 
wandering about asking tedious questions as 
to what was going on, even asking who was 
the owner. Others were clamouring for tree 
preservation orders. Lastly there was a 
group of people who would like to see the 
whole of the wooded area burned down and 
the land turned over either to agriculture or 
to housing—they were not quite sure which. 


All the members of the Town Planning In- 
stitute were in this wood, said Mr. Kennedy. 
In fact, founder-members started it on scrub 
land and must have originally marked out the 
area with a kind of wattle fence, which had 
practically disappeared. 


He would prefer to think of the president 
as the head forester who could tell the mem- 
bers what lanes to clear, what areas to open 
up and where to erect new fencing. 


THE WIDER CONCEPT 


It was very heartening to hear the presi- 
dent say he profoundly believed in the possi- 
bility of the wider conception of planning as 
a social art. This, too, would not be with- 
out significance to the outside world. The 
president had also said: “I do not think 
there is any doubt that somewhere (probably 
at a number of different levels, both central 
and local) more planning has to be done.” 
Divorced from its context that would un- 
doubtedly be very unpalatable to the planned, 
but if Sir William was right, more planning 
would have to be less painful than the plan- 
ning the planned were at present called upon 
to bear. 


The theme of the president’s address and 
the papers which were to be read to the In- 
stitute during the coming session was “ Plan- 
ners and the Planned,” but could they get it 
clear who were the planners? Did they mean 
the qualified members of the Institute? 


There had been an uneasy feeling that the 
professional planners were ill-prepared and 
had too little experience to deal effectively 
with the planning legislation we had had since 
1943, a feeling that most professional plan- 
ners had shared when they surveyed the al- 
most limitless range of subjects that could 
come under the heading of “ planning.” 
Some planners recognised their own limita- 
tions even in the relatively narrow field of the 
Institute’s examination subjects. 


The Institute’s members recognised that 
some of the most useful and biggest contribu- 
tions to the advancement of town planning 
had often come from outside the profession, 
but a review of newspaper cuttings of recent 
years showed that the public were inclined to 
lay the blame for far too many of our plan- 
ning troubles at the door of the professional 
man. Consequently he thought it was im- 
portant to make clear what kind of planning 
was embraced in the Institute’s interests. It 
seemed to him to be as unfair to blame the 
professional planner for failure to transform 
our environment overnight as it would be to 
blame the sanitary inspector for failure to 
deal effectively with our slum problem. 
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TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS. 


Minister Refuses to Allow Encroachment 
on Green Belt 
(THE effect of a proposal to erect additional 
houses on the North Looe Estate, 
Reigate-road, Ewell, says the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, would be 
to convert the property into a small housing 
estate, which would be inappropriately sited 
in the midst of farmland in the green belt. 
The Minister has, therefore, upheld the 
refusal of the Epsom and Ewell UDC to per- 
mit the erection of six houses on the land 
on the grounds that it is an integral part of 
the green belt and that the landscape would 
be harmed if any further building were per- 
mitted. 

Mr. T. Murphy, a farmer, had applied to 
the Council for permission to build the 
houses because, in his opinion, the land was 
unfit for agriculture and too expensive to 
keep in its present condition. 


Condition Requiring Provision of Fence 
Discharged 

THE MINISTER OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT has given his decision in an 
appeal against a condition imposed by the 
Wanstead and Woodford <orough Council 
in granting permission for the erection of 
houses and the construction of a service 
road on land at Southend-road, Woodford. 
The condition was that a _ continuous 
unclimbable fence should be provided and 
maintained separating the service road from 
the main carriageway of the trunk road and 
was imposed on traffic grounds with the 
object of minimising the effect of frontage 
development on the flow and safety of main 
road traffic. 

Whilst the Minister agrees that the pro- 
vision of a service road is a not unreasonable 
requirement when it is desired to carry out 
continuous frontage development along a 
heavily trafficked trunk road, he has con- 
siderable doubt whether the further require- 
ment of a barrier fence is a condition which 
can be properly imposed upon the grant of 
planning permission to carry out the front- 
age development. He considers, moreover, 
that in the circumstances of the present case 
a requirement that the developer should pro- 
vide such a fence is unreasonable and. with- 
out prejudice to the provision of such a 
barrier by the highway authority under their 
proper powers in these matters if they con- 
sider this provision essential on road-safety 
grounds, he has decided to allow the appeal 
and to discharge the condition. 


Decision Against Erection of Marquee 
and Tents in Seaside Town 


AN APPEAL against the refusal of the Rhyl 
UDC to consent to the erection of a marquee 
and tents for entertainment purposes at 
West-parade, Rhyl, has been considered by 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment. 

In giving his decision the Minister observes 
that Sydenham-avenue now marks effectively 
the boundary between the residential and 
amusement areas along this part.of the front, 
and while he considers that it would be 
preferable to maintain this separation of the 
two areas he thinks that a suitably designed 
permanent building to house an ice-theatre 
might be an acceptable form of development 
on the appeal] sie, in view of its present 
unattractive appearance. He takes the view, 
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however, that the proposed tented 
would do more harm to the appearance of 
the front than does the present car-park, 
and that the noise caused by perf 

taking place under canvas would be an 
annoyance to those living and Staying near- 
by. He appreciates the appellants’ reluctance 
to embark upon the more ambitious Project 
without a test of its probable reception by 
the public, but he notes that there are other 
sites within the present amusement-park area 
where, in his opinion, such a test could be 
carried out. 

He realises that these sites are not so 
attractive as the appeal site with its com- 
mand of the sea front, but he considers that 
since such alternative sites do exist he would 
be wrong to allow, even for the suggested 
limited period, the harm to amenity which 
the present proposal would cause. He has 
accordingly decided that he must support 


‘the Council’s action in refusing permission 


for the proposed development. 


Merstham Caravan Camp to Remain for 

Three Years; Minister’s Strictures 

THE MINISTER OF HousinG anp LocaL 
GOVERNMENT has considered an appeal by 
Dean Lane Camp (Merstham), Ltd., against 
the refusal of the Coulsdon and Purley UDC 
to permit the continuance of a caravan park 
on a site in Dean-lane, Merstham. 


The site was constructed as a permanent 
camp under the Camps Act, 1939, but was 
requisitioned by the Army during the war. 
After derequisition it was sold to the 
appellants by the National Camps Corpora- 
tion, and used as a site for 140 caravans. 

During the course of the inquiry, Mr. C. 
Silkin, counsel for the appellants, said the 
caravan industry stood at the cross-roads. 
One road led to sympathetic control and 
reasonable freedom for a_ we'l-conducted, 
healthy life. The other led to restrictions 
and discouragement of what were referred to 
as “shanty towns.” If local authorities 
were going to treat caravan dwellers like 
gypsies, who were to be moved on whenever 
they were seen, they would develop the 
characteristics of gypsies. If the Minister 
decided to encourage friendly rivalry between 
local authorities and those private operators 
who were genuinely interested in the 
encouragement of caravans, the “shanty 
towns” and scattered sites without hygiene 
or amenities would rapidly disappear. 

Subject to certain conditions, the Minister 
has decided to allow the camp, which is 
within the area of the Green Belt, to remain 
for a further period of three years, after 
which all caravans must be removed. The 
Minister adds that he strongly deprecates 
the action of the appellants in developing 
the land as a caravan site, despite the refusal 
of permission by the planning authority 
and before any inquiry was held. 


Runcorn-Widnes Bridge 


It is expected that the new Runcorn 
Widnes transporter bridge, which is to cost 
£1,300,000, will be completed by April, 1957. 
which was the time limit set at a recent 
meeting of the Joint Bridge Comamuttee. 
About 150 houses will be built to rehouse 
displaced families, and these should be ready 
in two years’ time. The former houses 
be demolished to make way for 
approaches to the new bridge. 
between the committee and the Roy 
Art Commission regarding the design 
bridge have been overcome. 
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BONUSING HOUSING & MAINTENANCE REPAIR 


The “ Smethwick Experiment” : 


THE BUILDER 


A Review of the 


First Year’s Working 
By R. H. JAMES 


HE cost of maintenance and repair of 

houses and other dwellings is very 
much in mind at the moment in view of the 
Government’s intention to assist owners in 
making up their arrears of repair by revision 
of the Rent Restriction Acts, and the publi- 
cation of the Girdwood Report on the cost 
of house maintenance. The Report shows 
that since 1939 the overall costs have risen 
by over 300 per cent., which is comparable 
with the rise in the cost of house building. 
No mention. however. is made of the use of 
incentive schemes to counter the fall in out- 
put which is alleged to be partly responsible 
for the increase in costs, and this is to some 
extent understandable in view of the acknow- 
ledged difficulties of bonusing this sort of 
work. 

The spread of incentive schemes on 
maintenance work is naturally slow, and in 
view of the fact that local authorities have 
been in a better position since the war to 
maintain their houses than the private 
property owners, it is not surprising that 
they have been able to develop this technique 
more rapidly than private builders. The 
volume of maintenance work which is likely 
to result from Government action may be 
large in the next few years, and it is there- 
fore opportune to consider the results of an 
experiment in the bonusing of this work, 
which the County Borough of Smethwick 
have kindly given me the opportunity of 
describing. 


INCENTIVES AND OUTPUT 


The Council have recently considered a 
report on the effects on output and costs of 
their incentive schemes for building mainte- 
nance workers: it should be explained that 
the Council have a direct labour organisa- 
tion employing about 150 men engaged on 
the maintenance and repair of the Council's 
houses and other properties, and that since 
1951 they have been operating incentive 
schemes for these workers. In 1951 a 
scheme was introduced which was based upon 
an assessment of the total number of jobs 
of all types carried out by the force in 1949/ 
50. During the year 1951/52 the number of 
jobs completed ‘was assessed every three 
months, and on this basis output was found 
to have increased in varying degrees in the 
various trades, for which the men received a 
flat bonus rate of 23d. per working hour. 

Early in 1952 it became apparent that, 
while a small overall increase in output, 
estimated to be about 7 per cent., had been 
achieved, the scheme was limited as an incen- 
tive and was unlikely to be saving any more 
than the small bonus paid. (It is of interest 
that this type of scheme has been tried out 
by other building organisations, usually with 
similar results.) It was therefore decided to 
extend the scheme and put it on a more 
sound basis, relating it to particular jobs 
within each trade, which was felt would act 
as a real incentive to the men and would 


yield bonus only where the records proved 
that it had been earned. 
Accordingly the job instruction tickets on 
which the actual time spent on each job had 
been recorded were analysed for the year 
1949/50, and the average time taken during 
the period for each operation calculated. 


These average times were thought to be 
sufficiently reliable and consistent to form a 
sound basis for an incentive scheme, provided 
it took account of the wide variations in the 
time spent on particilar operations. which 
included all travelling and waiting time. 


NEW PRINCIPLES 


Such a scheme was evolved by the writer, 
in collaboration with the Council, when he 
was at the Ministry of Works, and was 
described in detail in The Builder of July 
25, 1952. The scheme, which has come to be 
known as “The Smethwick Experiment,” is 
based on principles which are somewhat new 
in the industry and may be briefly described 
as follows: 

Schedules of operations normally en- 
countered were prepared, and the average 
times taken to perform each operation, 
including travelling and waiting time, were 
employed as the bonus target man-hours for 
each. Bonus is, however, paid in two parts 
—the “individual bonus” paid weekly, and 
the “ group bonus” paid monthly. 

Individual Bonus: For each hour taken by 
a tradesman to do a job in the past (includ- 
ing travelling and waiting time), there is an 
individual bonus of 3d. As an example, if 
in the past a job took on average 4 hours 
to do, then the individual bonus will be 4 
times 3d. = 1s. The individual bonus is 
shown on the job instruction tickets and at 
the end of each week the bonuses for the 
jobs completed are paid to the men respon- 
sible. The object, therefore, is for individual 
men or groups of men to complete as many 
jobs each week as possible, so that their 
hourly bonus earnings are increased. As an 
example, if instead of taking 4 hours in the 
past, giving an individual bonus of Is., the 
job is done in 3 hours, then the hourly 
bonus earnings are 1s. earned during 3 hours, 
which equals 4d. per hour worked. 

Group Bonus: Group bonus is based on 
the time saved on the target hours for the 
jobs completed, i.e., the time taken in the 
past, including travelling and waiting time. 
At the end of each month the target hours 
for all’ jobs completed by a group or trade 
are added together. From the total will be 
deducted the actual hours worked on all 
completed jobs. The total bonus for the 
group as a whole will be three-quarters of 
any saving on the target time, calculated on 
the standard wage rates. After deducting 
the total individual bonus paid on account 
from this sum, the balance will be distributed 
to all the men in the group, in proportion 


to the individual bonus earnings during the 
month. Thus, although the total group 
bonus will be based on the output of the 
group as a whole, men who have consistently 
earned good individual bonuses will receive 
a correspondingly higher share of the balance 
for distribution at the end of the month. 

Table A shows how bonus earnings will 
vary with the output achieved. It will be 
seen that whereas some individual bonus is 
payable at pre-bonus level of output, there 
will be no balance of group bonus until out- 
Put exceeds 11 per cent. above target level. 
If the output for the group increases by, say, 
15 per cent., equivalent to a saving of eight 
minutes in every hour, then the total group 
bonus will be 44d. per hour, of which 34d. 
is paid weekly as individual bonus, leaving a 
balance of Id. per hour payable at the end 
of the month. 

When the scheme first went into Operation 
we were naturally apprehensive as to whether 
the individual bonus which provides for a 
fixed Payment per unit of work, irrespective 
of the time taken, would be an incentive to 
increased output. In the event output rose 
by 25 per cent. in the first week, and at the 
end of the first month reached an average in- 
crease in output over all trades of 36 
cent., yielding the tradesman a total of 11d. 
per hour in bonus, of which an average of 
4d. per hour was paid as individual bonus. 

Early this year, at the completion of the 
first year’s operation of the scheme, the Coun- 
cil were anxious to assess the effects on out- 
put and costs of the scheme, and to compare 
costs with those attained in 1951/52 when the 
earlier experiment had been in operation. 

In order to assess accurately the effect on 
output of both the experimental scheme and 
that now in operation, a representative sample 
of the times taken on all operations was 
analysed for the years 1951/52 (the period 
during which the first scheme operated), and 
1952/53 (the first year in which the present 
scheme was in operation). 


Table B below shows the levels of output 
as percentages of the 1949/50 level for each 
trade and the force as a whole: — 


TABLE B 


LeveL or OvurputT as 

PERCENTAGE OF 

TRADE 1949/50 LeveL 

1949/50) 1951/52}1952/53 

BRICKLAYER 100 107 138 
CARPENTER 100 108 146 
PLUMBER * 100 102 145 
ELECTRICIAN 100 107 126 
PAINTER 100 109 136 
AVERAGE ALL TRADES...| 100 107 139 


Note.—The average increase in output in 
1952/53 over that in 1949/50 of 39 per cent, is 
equivalent to an increase in cutput over 1951/52 
level of 139 

——— or 30 per cent. 
107 


TABLE A.—EXAMPLES OF BONUS EARNINGS AT VARIOUS LEVE 
(TRADESMEN) LS OF OUTPUT 


Basic Unit Bonus ScHeME OF 3p. PER Hour, witH A Group Bonus BASED ON A 
75 PER CENT. SHARE OF SAVING 


Attendant labourers and apprentices receive equivalent bonuses pro rata to their hourly wage rates. 


Bonus PER WorkKING Hour 
LeveL OF OUTPUT 
Pre-bonus |!1 per cent./15 cent.|25 
per ) per cent per cent. 
Individual Bonus (paid weekly) ... —.. 3d. 34d. 34d. 34d. 4d. 
Group Bonus Total 34d. 44d. 74d. 1 
Balance (paid monthly) 1d. 


N.B.—The above group bonuses are based on an hourly wage rate of 3s. 44d. per hour. 
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ship with Mr. Edwin B. H. Hall ; 


This Table shows that the overall average in 


level of output in 1951/52 very near to OB ARY Victoria-street, Nottingham 
el of output in was , No : 
that ox independently at oe tiene, ie, F. WINTON NEWMAN, FRIBA L. Clifford, LRIBA, came Mos pe Mr. 
about 7 per cent. above the 1949/50 level, WE announce with regret the death, ship and the firm was known as Messrs, 
and for which the men receive a similar per- which occurred at Holyport, Maiden- W. B. Starr, Hall and Clifford. 
centage of their wages as bonus. head, on November 17, of Mr. Francis Mr. Starr’s firm reconstructed the 
A SUBSTANTIAL RISE Winton Newman, FRIBA. He was 75. Nottingham Reform Club in 1912. 
Mr. Newman was articled to S. I. designed the Lace-Makers’ iati 
ane clowing the introduction of the present Newman, FRIBA, and he studied at buildings in Mount-street; Boughton 
ya the Royal Academy Schools and in Waterworks and pumping station; City 
substantial ie in output over all Wades, and France. He commenced Hospital children's block and exten 
nearly 40 per cent. above the 1949/50 level. 17 Practice in 1906, and with H. V. t0 nurses’ home; the Home Brewery’s 
Y ’ Ashley in 1907, with whom he built the mineral water factory and power house at 


This is equivalent to an increase in output 2 
M Peace Memorial buil in Arnold; Nottingham Buildin 
over the 1951/52 level of about 30 per cent. ding ‘he Hen 


Since the men are paid 75 per cent. of any Great Queen-street, London. : 

saving achieved on the 1949/30 level, includ. He was Ashpitel Prizeman in 1903; Stewart Hall and extension at Nottingham 

ing bonus to supervisory and, indirectly, pro- ist, University. 

ductive workers, a substantial saving in costs Roya cademy Schools, , and won 

over 1949/50 and 1951/52 was to be expected. Upper and Lower School Design prizes. ALEXANDER MELDRUM 

In the latter two years, however, there were He was successful with H. V. Ashley in , WE regret to record the death of Mr. 

substantial increases in both wages and over- a number of competitions including Alexander Robert Meldrum, LRIBA, of 

heads. Under these circumstances, while Birmingham Council House and Art Dublin. Mr. Meldrum, who was 73, 

the present scheme resulted in a gross saving Galleries; Devonport Municipal Build- ad been for some years in charge of the 

of about 10 per cent. (after allowing for the ings and Law Courts; Housing Scheme office of W. H. Byrne and Son, of Dublin, 

payment of bonus and the cost of operating Marylebone BC ; Housing Scheme, St. and Mullingar Cathedral was among the 
buildings with which he was closely 


the scheme), a large part of the saving was pris; BC; Board of Trade Offices 
absorbed by rising wages and overheads, (selected in final six); Cairo Hospital associated. During the war he came to 


over Oe year pelos to (one of six selected to compete) ; Bourne- England and worked on some of Mr. 


i i t i i 
at first entirely experimental and new prob- Premium). two spells in India 
lems had to be faced, the operation of the _ His works (with H. V. Ashley) included %€ a oe ee 


scheme has been remarkably smooth, which Council House and Art Galleries, Bir- office. A man of wide enthusiasms 
reflects great credit and enthusiasm on the mingham; bank and offices for the (the writer recalls breakfasting in his home 
part of those responsible (both administrative Comptoir National D’Escompte de Paris, #t Inchicore while dozens of budgerigars 
and manual). The cost of operating the 8-13 King William-street, EC; bank and ew round the room) and great kindness, 
scheme is difficult to assess in view of the offices, 13 and 14, Austin Friars, for the he will be greatly missed by a wide circle 
fact that the clerical and measuring work in- British Trade Corporation; housing © friends. ‘To his sister, Mrs. E. Ander- 
volved was spread over several of the Coun- schemes for St. Pancras Watford and son (herself the mother of a distinguished 
cil’s officers, but a review of the position con- Marylebone Councils ; aaiieins buildings, architect), we extend deep sympathy. 


firms that the additional cost certainly does 
not exceed the original estimate of 2 per cent. SUB-CONTRACTING ON HOUSE 


ot The of this scheme have since ftuit and grain factory, Worcester ; labora- 
been successfully applied by other local tories, library, etc., for the London School Birmingham Investigations 


authorities and private builders, not only to Of Medicine for Women; and houses at Representatives of the building trades 
maintenance work but also to housing and Hampstead, Beaconsfield, Bagshot, Welwyn unions discussed with the Birmingham house 
other types of construction. and elsewhere. building committee on November 19, 


+ Our contributor, who is a production methods of tightening up the sub-contract 
consultant to the building industry, has based E. G. W. SOUSTER, FRIBA ing system on new municipal housing 
the above article on the results of a develop- _ THE DEATH has occurred, at ¢States to protect union members and to pre- 
ment which he originated when Chief Pay- Bournemouth, of Mr. Ernest George Vent poor workmanship. : . 
ment by Results Adviser at the Ministry of William Souster, FRIBA, of Messrs, A change in the “fair wages” clause in 
Works and upon which his firm have since Howard, Souster and Partners. contracts was considered and the possibility 


acted as advisers to the Smethwick Council. Mr. Souster was articled to Wm. Hull. Of such a change is to be investigated. The 
unions seek to limit sub-contracting to bona 


—Ep. of Northampton, and completed his imi 
. ? b- 
architectural education by travelling in contractors 
SHORTAGE OF BRICKS IN England and on the contracting for labour only. 


NORTH-WEST publications included Design of Birmingham Cry Architect Mi 


» Industrial Buildings.’’ a 
Contractors Building “ Hand to Mouth His works included: Reconstruction 
is still as big as the makers can deal with, 1920; billiards hall and cafe, Forest : “ ” and appal- 
and in some cases contractors are building, Gate, 1919; Kingsbury House, Kings were 
as it were, hand to mouth, writes a street, St. James’s, 1922; reconstruction made at a meeting of the Birmingham City 
correspondent. : : of factories and depot, Old-street and Council on November 3. Badly fitting 
Cheaper types of bricks are at a premium, Cowper-street, for the City Tailors, doors, bulging walls and poor woodwork 
and the increased construction of house- [tq., 1920; shops at Kilburn, Hammer. were mentioned among the complaints, 
oe = <n methods is being smith, Stoke Newington, Kentish Town, some members also complained of the non 
strongly a amy ‘ ad Notting Hill Gate and Putney; traditional method of building and of wastage 
One Merseyside contractor states he is « Nodden,”’ Churt, 1923; additions to on building sites. The chairman of the 


getting some of his supplies from as far dis- A. F.B 
tant as Preston, and a few from London. Kinnaird Park School, Bromley, 1923 ; and bee ane uae eee tts housing work on 


Dr. Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA (Liverpool other domestic and industrial buildings, bh 
City Architect and Director) including the Vauxhall Works at Luton. ven on the subject, CCR. 
they are managing to “get by,” and whil elieved certain 
it a hard. struggle they WILLIAM BEEDHAM STARR robbing” 
going. Mr. WILLIAM BEEDHAM Srarr, one of by their waste 

Cheaper types of tiles are also scarce the best-known architects in the Notting- su some 
because the local authorities could not afford ham area, has died in his 89th year. He sort of ‘inquiry into the methods of building 
the a x the dearer type for roofing Cor- was articled to the late Mr. Lawrence and said that one of the causes of the trouble 
poration houses. Bright, after which he formed a partner- was the type of building worker emplo 
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THE BUILDER 


New Ideas at the Building Exhibition 


Advances Made in the Last Two Years 
{By Our Special Correspondents] 


[8 this article an attempt is made to draw 

attention to some of the new or improved 
items of materials and equipment which can 
be seen on the stands of the 450 exhibitors 
at this, the 25th Building Exhibition. This 
year the stands cover every foot of available 
space in the great halls of Olympia, and 
every endeavour has been made to ensure 
that it is the biggest and best exhibition yet 
held there. It is certain that the exhibitors 
have not allowed the grass to grow under 
their feet during the past two years, and 
many indications of the advances that have 
been made in technical progress can be seen 
in all directions. One of the aspects that 
make a visit to the Building Exhibition well 
worth while is the opportunity it affords to 
those connected with the industry to see and 
handle and ask about things which have only 
been read about in the technical Press or 
in trade leaflets and catalogues, and this year 
there are many items of plant and equip- 
ment that can be actually seen in operation. 


Among these is the new Comet 10-cwt. 
mobile hoist which is shown by A.C.E. 
Machinery, Ltd. (Stand No. O, 283/4). This 
has a dual purpose in that the winch, 
powered by a Petters diesel engine, can be 
detached by merely removing four bolts, and 
can be utilised as an independent unit. A 
further feature is that the mast, when low- 
ered, rests on a shock-absorbing saddle which 
prevents bent masts and permits the hoist 
to be raised or lowered by one man. Another 
new hoist which can also be raised and low- 
ered by one man is the 7-cwt. hoist manu- 
factured by Warry Patent Building Equip- 
ment Co., Ltd. (Stand No. D, 67). This has 
a 19-ft. mast suitable for normal two-storey 
building work, but this can be extended if 
necessary up to a height of 80 ft. A feature 
in this connection is that the length of cable 
needed for the operation of the hoist at this 
height is wound on a spool on the mast 
and not round the winch drum. The hoist 
is fitted with a 10-in. pulley, giving a longer 
life to the cable, and should the cable pa.t 
whilst the hoist is in operation a simple 
safety device on the platform locks it 
immediately. 

A new centre-slung hoist is shown by the 
British Hoist and Crane Co., Ltd. (Stand 
No. E, 111), which operates on ordinary 
scaffolding and thus eliminates the need for 
‘ower rails. A variety of models can be 
provided. 


Shown for the first time is the Dixon 


The floodlight unit shown by Arthur Lyon 
& Co. (Engineers), Ltd. 


power float machine, manufactured by the 
Columbus-Dixon Organisation (Stand No. E, 
105), which features a technique of apply- 
ing the near-dry mix to the laying of con- 
crete floors. 

The mix can be made up with only a low 
water content and, when applied, its con- 
sistency would be sufficiently resistant to 
accept immediately the weight of the opera- 
tor. After normal tamping and screeding, 
the Dixon Power Float can be employed for 
float finishing, an operation which, with the 
concentrated weight of the machine, coupled 
with the action of the special disc, is claimed 
would produce a firm compaction and a 
dense concrete of highly wear-resistant finish. 


Another compacting tool, shown by 
Pegson, Ltd. (Stand No. C, 59), is their new 
“ streamlined” Power Rammer, which has 
been re-designed to give increased compaction 
and maximum dry density with lower run- 
ning cost. The diameter of the foot has been 
increased, giving a 23 per cent. greater 
coverage, and the magneto and other operat- 
ing parts are now protected against the 
weather and damage by a metal dome. 

Demonstrations are given on the stand of 
R. H. Neal and Co., Ltd. (Stand No. Y, 387/ 
388), of their new lorry loader. This is an 
hydraulic crane, with a capacity of 1} tons, 
which can be fitted to practically any lorry. 
It can be operated by the driver of the lorry 
single-handed. a lever at the side of the 
lorry controlling the motions of hoisting, 
slewing and lowering. The crane is im- 
mediately available for action on engaging 
the power take-off which effects the hydraulic 
action. There is power slewing through 180 
degrees, and the telescopic jib provides for 
varying outreach. When not in use the jib 
is compactly stowed behind the cab. 


Roller Tractor Dumper 


A new 10 cu. ft. roller tractor dumper is 
shown by H. R. Nash, Ltd. (Stand No. 
N, 267), which is equipped with a built-in 
roller fly-wheel which gives the transmission 
a greater drawbar pull. The heavy roller can 
also take up traction with the wheels under 
very muddy or excessively rough conditions, 
and it also has a further useful purpose: 
the wheels are designed for quick removal, 
and when this is done the dumper fulfils 
the function of a powered roller. A new 
larger dumper that can be seen is the 14-yard 
Diesel-driven dumper manufactured’ by 
Road Machines (Drayton), Ltd, (Siand No. 
0, 282). This is an economical heavy-duty 
dumper of moderate capacity having a body 
specially designed to give low loading height 
and a liquid measure capacity of 23 cu. ft. 
or 14 cu. yds. of loose material when heaped. 
Ample power is provided by a two-stroke 
air-cooled diesel engine, which is arranged 
for hand or electric starting. The latter is 
recommended. The strongly built chassis has 
a ground clearance of 16 in. under the chassis 
and 12 in. under the front axle. A 12-volt 
starting battery allows the fitting of a suitable 
lighting system when the vehicle is used on 
the public highway. Several features of this 
dumper were wrongly described in our issue 
of November 13. 

Building contractors and others engaged in 
outdoor construction work will be interested 
in the floodlight unit shown by Arthur Lyon 
and Co. (Engineers), Ltd. (Stand No. 
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D, 73/74). The unit is a trailer-mounted five- 
kilowatt diesel generating set with floodlight 
projectors mounted on the top of the metal 
weather-housing. It provides adequate light- 
ing which can be brought to bear on any 
part of the site, and the switch panel of the 
unit, which is rubber mounted, has provision 
for additional output sockets from which 
portable electric tools can be powered. 
Plaster Iniector Unit 

A piece of equipment which has been 
specially designed for use with the system 
of “ Bellrock ” prefabricated gypsum plaster 
panels, which can be seen on the stand of 
Bellrock Gypsum Industries, Ltd. (Stand No. 
638 /9, Gailery), is a jointing plaster injector 
unit shown by Volspray, Ltd. (Stand No. 
421, Gallery). This is a small mobile pressure 
pump operating off a compressor, for inject- 
ing quick-setting liquid gypsum into the aper- 
ture left when the grooved edges of the 
“ Bellrock ” panels are butted together. 

One of the new tools that is demonstrated 
by The Consolidated Pneumatic Tool Co., 
Ltd. (Stand No. K, 215/6), is the CP-nine 
hand drill, a self-rotating percussive drill for 
one-hand operation. A feature of this tool 


The CP-nine hand drill shown by the Gonsalie 


dated Pnuematic Tool Co., Ltd 


is the high speed at which it works. because 
it is designed on modern rock drill prin- 
ciples involving both rotating and percussive 
action. It has a special chuck which will 
take rotating drill steels for drilling, and non- 
rotating chisels for chipping. It weighs only 
74 lb. and has an overall length of under 
15 in. Another point about the drill is that 
it takes standard Rawlplug steels. 

A new portable electric high - frequency 
vibrator is shown by E. P. Allam and Co., 
Ltd, (Stand No. R, 325), which operates at 
about 9,000 rpm in standard mix. A feature 
of this piece of equipment is the special insu- 
lation which mimimises the vibration to the 
operator. 

A new mobile trench excavator known as 
the “ Dinkum Digger ” is being displayed by 
Whitlock Brothers, Ltd. (Stand No. F, 118). 
It has hydraulic control, can dig trenches up 
to 2 ft. 6 in. wide and 8 ft. deep, and can 
be driven between sites at 20 mph. The 
Bristol “22” hydraulic angledozer, which 
is distributed by H, A. Saunders, Ltd. (Stands 
No. F, 116, 117), is powered by a Perkins 
P3 (TA) tractor-type diesel engine and has 
a blade dig of 6 in. below ground. 

The new type H Breaker being shown 
by Kango Electric Hammers, Led. (Stand 
No. H, 179), is considerably larger and more 
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powerful than any Kango hammer previously 
manufactured. Demonstrations of the power 
of this piece of equipment are given on the 
stand, and although it is in an advanced 
stage of development it is not yet available for 
sale. It can be operated from normal mains 
supply or a small portable generating set, 
its consumption being approximately 1,400 


watts. 
A New Band Resaw 


Among the latest models of woodworking 
machinery on show are the 48-in. VHK 
band resaw, a log carriage, type VL 34, and 
an automatic electric setworks, all manufac- 
tured by Stenners of Tiverton, Ltd, (Stand 
No. V, 365). New drum sanders with two 
or three drums and an endless conveyor bed 
feed are being exhibited by J. Sagar and 
Co., Ltd. (Stand No. V, 366); and Houghton 
Engineers, Ltd., and Sagar (Developments), 
Ltd., are exhibiting a new Bursgreen single- 
end tenoner and other products (Stand No. 
U, 358). 

The No. 2G series of blockmaking mach- 
ines shown by Trianco, Ltd. (Stand No. 
P, 294/5), have been improved by fitting 
larger type hoppers and counterbalanced 
weights to facilitate easier and quicker pro- 
duction. 

In the field of portable electric hand tools 
is the new 3 in. belt sander shown by Wolf 
Electric Tools, Ltd. (Stand Nos. 489 and 491, 
Gallery). The size of belt on this tool is 3 in. 
by 24 in. and the belt speed per minute on 
light load is 1,200 ft. The tool is supplied 
complete with starting switch, dust bag, 15 ft. 
of cable, one garnet sanding belt and a spare 
pair of carbon brushes. 


For digging holes there is the Square-hole 
digger and Multipick shown by S. Guiterman 
and Co., Ltd. (Stand No. H, 168). These en- 
able anybody to dig holes from 6 in. to 18 in. 
square up to 12 ft. deep from the surface of 
the ground and without having to work from 
inside the hole. The hole is claimed to be 
clear and square cut all the way down and 
the bottom level. The Square-hole digger is 
used to dig and remove the earth from the 
hole while the Multipick, which consists of 
a steel tube enclosing a solid steel ram, is 
operated to provide a 14 1b. hammer blow 
per strike. 

A recent addition to the range of paint 
rollers produced by Russell, MacDonald and 
Co., Ltd. (Stand No. L,246), is their indus- 
trial roller kit for the trade decorator. It has 
three sizes of rollers which run on chromed 
bearings, and is claimed to economise on 


paint. 
Two Structural Systems 


A new type of structural system which 
appears to offer a solution to all-purpose 
panelling is that being featured by H. New- 
sum, Sons and Co. (Stand No. 446, Gallery). 
Known as the “ Trofdek ” system, it consists 
of standardised units which can be used for 
floors, roofs and walls. They comprise lengths 
of timber bonded with plywood panels, and 
are designed with a troughed section to give 
strength and rigidity to the decking. Any 
type of cladding or interior lining can be ap- 
plied, and the units can be worked and fitted 
with normal tools. They are delivered in 
widths of 8 in. multiples, and casements and 
door frames can be built into the units dur- 
ing manufacture. The advantages outlined by 
the manufacturers for the system include a 
dead weight of less than 21b. per sq. ft., 
making for easy handling; an adaptability to 
various requirements; and a saving of up to 
80 per cent. in site labour. 


A newly introduced system of prefabricated 


construction is being displayed by Medway 


THE BUILDER 


Buildings and Supplies, Ltd. (Stand No. E, 
112). This is an advance in lightweight 
stressed panel technique, and is called the 
“ Plyskin” method. It involves the use of 
a light timber framework to which the ply- 
wood is glued with phenol adhesive to form 
stressed panels of considerable integral 
strength. The phenol plywood forms an ex- 
teriot skin which is proof against most 
weather conditions. Modular planning has 
been employed for the system, based on a 
6 ft. external module sub-divisible for in- 
ternal planning, and thermal insulating 
materials such as fibre-glass can be included 
in the panels. 

Another item which is being shown at the 
Exhibition for the first time is the “ Fural” 
aluminium roofing and wall cladding. Dis- 
played by S. W. Ronald and Co. (London), 
Ltd. (Stand No. 468, Gallery), it is fixed on 
the understructure by a “ zip-fastening” 
method which obviates the need for nails, 
screws and other fastenings. The covering 
has ribs which can be fixed either horizont- 
ally or vertically for design emphasis, and it 
was used by Le Corbusier for his own house 
on Genfersee, Switzerland. It is understood 
to be light and easily transportable, and to 
require no expansion joints. Unskilled labour 
only is necessary for its installation. 


A novel system of curtain walling which 
provides a flexible method of prefabrication 
can be found in “ Wallspan,” introduced by 
Williams and Williams, Ltd. (Stand No. D, 
83). It is based on a system of mullion and 
transom members machined to length from 
hollow extrusions, and can be erected inde- 
pendently of the main columns, being sup- 
ported by the floors of the building. Glass 
and light in-filling materials can be employed, 
and the joints are weatherproofed by mastic. 
The glazing can be arranged to be either 
eo or glaze-out, or a combination of 

oth. 


Thermoplastic Tiles 


Thermoplastic tiles made from PVC resin, 
mineral fillers and pigments, are being dis- 
played on the stand of Michael Nairn and 
Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. 442, 444, Gallery). 
These tiles, marketed under the name of 
“Newhouse ” tiles, are understood to be 
greaseproof and resistant to mild acids and 
alkalis. A range of colours are available, 
all at the same price, and the tiles can be 
supplied in thicknesses of either 4 in. or 
vs in. To answer the need for a tile com- 
bining the decorative value of wood and the 
advantages of synthetic materials, Aero 
Research, Ltd. (Stand No. 653, Gallery) are 
introducing the “ Ardux” tile. This has a 
wood surface bonded to a completely stable 
and inert base, giving a very small moisture 
movement. This makes it suitable for such 
purposes as laying over sub-floor heating, 
and the tile is designed to be resistant to 
dry-rot and fire. 


The main feature of “Liplock” flooring 
blocks, which are being exhibited by the 
National Flooring Co., Ltd. (Stand No. 
K, 231), is the system of interlocking 
designed to increase their wearing depth. 
This flooring is laid in the herringbone 
—— and a selection of woods is avail- 
able. 


For those who require a simple and 
economical flue that can be fixed to existing 
buildings, True Flue, Ltd. (Stand No. A, 11), 
are exhibiting precast external flues made in 
sections that can be easily handled. Each 
unit has an external skin of dense concrete, 
and the internal flue is of a refractory 
material. This internal lining is stopped 


short at the end of each section to a 
the insertion of a connecting piece, to — 
ate smoke leakage. 


A Glazing Treatment _ 

A new treatment of a standard product is 
being displayed by Chance Brothers, Ltd, 
(Stands Nos. H, 186, J, 199). This is figured 
rolled glass with colour backing. Pot Opal 
glass, which is a white opaque glass, is being 
produced again and is shown in the form 
of tiles with a silk-screened decoration. 
Fresh decorative uses for roofing tiles, clear 
and coloured, are demonstrated. On the 
stand of Pilkington Ltd. (Stand No, 
F, 133), is the “ Armourcast ” standard door, 
displayed as the entrance door to the office. 
These doors, made of 3-in. rough-cast 
toughened glass, are supplied complete with 
butts and door furniture. They are designed 
for internal use wherever borrowed light and 
adequate privacy are required. 


A recently introduced member of the glass 
fibre laminate family is “ Galt-Glass” trans- 
lucent sheet, composed of glass fibre bonded 
by low-pressure “ unsaturated-polyester 
resins.” This is being produced by Dura- 
steel, Ltd, (Stand No. Q, 316), who claim 
such advantages for the material as a resist- 
ance to industrial fumes, high impact quali- 
ties and great strength. It is understood not 
to become brittle with age, and to be light 
in weight. 


Claimed to effect considerable savings in 
cement are mortar plasticizers. Tretol, Ltd. 
(Stand No. K, 230) manufacture Tretol Morta 
Mix, a semi-liquid, which is added in very 
small proportions to the gauging water and 
produces a highly plasticized mortar from 
portland cement and sharp sand. Lime is 
unnecessary and mortars to which this mate- 
rial has been added is said to trowel like 
soft butter and to have the ideal “ fattiness” 
for easy working. Over the years a 3:1 
sand-cement mix has come to be accepted 
as the standard cement mortar, although a 
6:1 sand-cement yields a good, strong, hard 
mortar suitable for practically all jointing 
and rendering purposes above damp-proof- 
course level in practically any building. 
that is required is a “lubricant” to make 
these lean, harsh mixes smooth and “ fatty. 
Phomene mortar plasticizer, shown by 
The Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. 497 and 
499, Gallery), is claimed to do this and to 
produce an easily workable mix. 


Berite, manufactured by J. Berry and Sons, 
Ltd. (Stand No. 413, Gallery), is a new plastic 
surfaced board available in } in. and 4 10. 
thicknesses and in five linette colours, which 
can be cut and worked with ordinary —_ 
working tools and can be drilled, nailed and 
screwed. Its plastic. surface is washable, re 
sistant to heat, alcohol and water pag 
be kept clean by only wiping with a damp 
cloth. Another new product of this typ 
is Plastic Tempered Presdwood being - 
by Masonite, Ltd. (Stand No. J, 198). ble 
new plastic linette finish has a hard dura 
surface and is suitable for table tops, 
counters, kitchen fitments, etc. The = a 
of this board is claimed to be impervie 4 
acids, heat and cigarette burns, and Ae av 
able in cream, green, grey, — a 
It is priced at 3s. 6d. per square foot. 


A New Ceiling Finish 


A new product for finishing the ied 
tween wall and ceiling suriaces on (Sand 
Cove shown by Gyproc Prod oo 
No. G, 149). It presents a concav® 
and consists of a gypsum core en 
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The new Rayburn boiler shown by Allied 

Tronfounders, Ltd. (Stand No. 636/7, 

Gallery), has automatic tempera ture control 

by thermostat and will heat 3 or 4 radiators 
as well as a 30-gallon storage cylinder. 


ivory coloured millboard liner. It has been 
designed to provide a ceiling finish at low 
cost to combine both simplicity of fixing and 
ease of handling, with decorative quality. It 
is suitable for concealing the cracks which 
often blemish the junction of wall and 
ceiling and can be decorated with any type 
of distemper or paint. A _ ready-mixed 
plaster containing a high aggregate is being 
shown by Cafferata and Co., Ltd. (Stand No. 
B, 38). The main features of Murilite, as it 
is called, are claimed to be ease of applica- 
tion, excellent fire resistance, good thermal 
insulation, freedom from condensation, easicr 
mixing, and greater resistance to cracking. 
Among a number of new lighting fittings 
being shown by the Edison Swan Electric 
Co., Ltd. (Stand No. X, 386), is a new colour 
blending industrial lighting unit which has 
been specially designed to cater for installa- 
tions requiring high efficiency illumination 
with a reasonably good artificial daylight 
colour rendering. The unit comprises two 
vitreous enamelled circular reflectors, one 
housing an electric discharge lamp, the other 
housing an incandescent lamp and an open- 
ended carrier housing the inter-lamp wiring. 
The choke controlling the discharge lamp is 
fixed in position between the reflectors to 
obviate overheating and the reflectors are of 
the detachable type to facilitate cleaning. 


A Special Bottomgrate 


A development in continuously-burning 


fires is the special roller-bearing bottom- . 


grate on the Rola-Fyre, being shown by 
Smith and Wellstood, Ltd. (Stand No. 
P, 292). By moving the bottomgrate to and 
fro with the small key supplied, it is claimed 
that the dead ash is eased into the shovel- 
type ash pan below without disturbing the 
burning fire. 

A new type of fire which has been 
developed to meet the recommendations of 
the Ridley Committee is the Parkray free- 
Standing convector fire being shown by 
Radiation Group Ltd. (Stand No. 
M, 264). It is said to provide full heating 
for 2 room of normal construction and 
exposure measuring 15 ft. by 13 ft. by 
8 ft. 6 in. on an average weekly consump- 
tion of 1 cwt. of fuel. It provides radiant 
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air. The Parkray will fit into most existing 
fire-place openings or stand in a recess and is 
not a fixture. The user can take it with him 
if he moves house, For the house, school, 
office or any other location where rapid heat- 
ing is required. the new Thermopanel 
“Radiant Glass” panel, shown by E. K. 
Cole, Ltd. (Stand No. 524, Gallery), pro- 
vides infra-red radiation within three minutes 
of switching on. It is safe in use, the 
element being fused directly into the back 
of the armour-plated glass, which is tem- 
pered for strength, shock-resistance and dura- 
bility. Designed for wall mounting about 
9 to 12 in. above floor level, Thermopanels 
are for loadings of 750 watts and 1,000 watts, 
and can be supplied with or without wall 
frame. 


Another new exhibit of particular interest 
in the field of domestic heating is the Mark 2 
Finch-Fire unit being displayed by B. Finch 
and Co., Ltd. (Stands Nos. A, 12-13-14). This 
has an adjustable throat restriction as well 
as a heat recirculation system, and is insu- 
lated with Vermiculite to prevent heat losses. 
The manufacturers inform us that initial 
tests have shown this fire unit to reduce air 
change by at least 50 per cent., and that it 
can function satisfactorily on smokeless 
fuels with its throat aperture reduced to as 
little as 5 sq. in. Since the smoke chamber 
and throating are incorporated in the unit, 
no corbelling is required and its installation 
is a simple process, 


The domestic range of Dimplex radiators, 
shown by Dimplex, Ltd. (Stand No. 481, 
Gallery), has this year the addition of the 
14-kw model ER.316, which with its length 
of 48} in. and height of 204 in. is particu- 
Jarly suitable for under-the-window installa- 
tion. Copperad, Ltd. (Stand No. F, 124), 
are showing their new Jetstream heavy-duty 
unit heater, suitable for operation on steam 
or hot water and the new Copperad fan 
cooler, designed to operate from a central 
supply of chilled water or brine. 


A new resealing trap in tubular copper is 
being shown by Econa Modern Products, 
Ltd. (Stand No. B, 25), which they think 
is the only resealing trap where easy and 
full aceess can be had to the internal sur- 
faces of the water reserve chambers. 


A New Wall Paint 

A new wall paint, Pammastic, which is 
claimed to be easier to apply than distemper, 
to dry quickly and to leave a surface which 
can be scrubbed, repeatedly, without wear is 
being shown by Biundell, Spence and Co. 
Lad. (Stand No. S, 339-40). This new plastic 
emulsion coating needs no primer or under- 
coats, dries with a matt finish, is not a “ tex- 
tured” paint, and is available in a range of 
pastel shades. The colour range is to be 
extended shortly to include deeper shades 
and all the colours are intermixable. 


For those concerned with the maintenance 
and decoration of properties, the display of 
the Robbialac Colorizer Paint System on the 
stand of Jenson and Nicholson, Ltd. (Stand 
No. R, 329), will be of interest. Two giant 
albums are displayed showing the 999 shades 
which can be struck by colorizing white or 
grey basepaints with the tube-colourants. 
Four large painted panels display the four 
finishes—enamel, eggshell enamel, suede 
finish and undercoat. 


Two new developments being shown by 
Duresco Products, Ltd. (Stand No. L, 239), 
are Micoro, a metal protective paint which 
is claimed to provide a solution to the prob- 
lem of protecting ferrous metal structures 
from corrosion, and P.M.7, a special metal 
primer. The manufacturers state that prac- 
tical tests have shown that a system based 
on P.M.7 as primer and subsequent coatings 
of Micoro produces an efficient anti-corro- 
sive system. 

In their display of Stonite finishes Callow 
and Keppich, Ltd. (Stand No. O, 281) in- 
clude a panel having an exposed corner to 
show the undercoat made up of their new 
undercoat binders. This material contains 
all the necessary ingredients except sand, and 
its use is claimed to ensure sound adhesion 
to wall and finishing coat and freedom from 
cracking. 

Among several new products manufactured 
by Sealocrete Products, Ltd. (Stand No. H. 
191) is a concrete curing liquid. “ Sealocure,” 
as it is called, is a quick-drying film-forming 
liquid which can be sprayed on to any con- 
crete surface immediately after it has been 
placed or finally trowelled. It is. said that 
this will retain maximum water content in 
the cement for seven days and upwards, thus 
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ensuring complete hydration, and, after the 
curing has been completed, will disappear 
from the surface. 


A wide range of new or improved sanitary 
ware is being shown by Shires and Co. 
(London), Ltd. (Stands No. N, 276/7), who 
last week opened their new London works 
at Spencer-grove, Stoke Newington. Their 
“Lynx” series of we suites, which have 
been industrially designed, is now available 
in white and a range of colours. The old 
fixing brackets have gone and fixing is quite 


“concealed. The entire cistern can be kept 


clean with a wipe from a damp cloth, and 
the range has been extended to embrace 
matching wash-basins. 


The Quickdraw technical drawing device 
being shown by The Quickdraw Co., Ltd. 
(Stand No. 559, Gallery), has been designed 
to assist draughtsmen, whether amateur or 
professional, in the rapid production of 
sketches, line drawings or electrical wiring 
diagrams. It is claimed that with this device 
people with little previous experience of 
drawing or sketching can draw diagrams and 
other outlines with a fair degree of accuracy, 
and to scale. 


BUILDING EXHIBITION 


Diary of Meetings and Visits 
FOLLOWING is a list of arrangements 

which have been made in connection 
with the Building Exhibition at Olympia:— 


Nov. Name Time Hall 
27 National Fedn. of Clinker 
Block Mnfrs. 2.30pm Empire hall 
27 London Building and Civil Conference 
Engineers Joint Com. 2.30pm room 
27 Exhibition Organisers’ Dance 8pm Addison Café 
28 rated British Inst. 
of Certified Carpenters. 2pm Addison Café 
28 Inst. of Municipal Building Conference 
Management. 2.30pm room 
30 Aluminium Development 
Assn. (Paper, “ Alumin- 
ium in Building,” by Dr. 
West). 2pm Addison Cafe 
30 Inst. of Sanitary Engineers. 
“Notes on Drainage, 
Sanitary and Hea 
ices of Locai Authori- 
ties,’” by Mr. H. 
worth. Spm Addison Café 
30 «~Assn. of Supervising Elec- Confe 
3pm room 


Brickwork is one of the most popular crafts taught in technical schools and colleges throughout 
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LMBA 


Australian President at Council 
Meeting 
ME. Cc. H. R. HORNIBROOK, president 
of the Institute of Builders of 
Australia. was the guest of the LMBA at a 
luncheon before the November meeting of 
the Council. 

Replying to a speech of welcome by the 
president, Mr. Gerald Hill, Mr. HORNIBROOK 
conveyed the greetings of the master builders 
of Australia to the master builders of 
London. Speaking of the Institute of 
Builders of Australia, he said that it was 
now in its third year and was doing valuable 
work for the master builders of the 
Commonwealth. He hoped that in the very 
near future it would have its own building: 
it was spending some £60,000 on it. He 
hoped, too, that next time he visited London 
the LMBA would also have its own building, 
as did the Federations of Master Builders in 
Queensland, Victoria and other States in 
Australia. 

Also at the meeting of the Council were 
the technical director, Mr. Gordon Weston, 
and the assistant technical director, Mr. P. 
Cutbush, of the British Standards Institution. 
who gave brief descriptions of the work and 
methods of work of the BSI. 

Many inquiries have recently been made 
by members about the functions and work 
of the British Standards Institution, the com- 
position of its drafting committees and the 
terms of reference for the preparation of 
British Standard Specifications and Codes of 
Practice. 

Mr. Weston described the work of the 
BSI in relation to industry as a whole, and 
Mr. Cutbush its work in relation to the 
building industry. Both answered questions. 


Central Area No. 3 Ladies’ Festival 

Mr. G. A. Hix, president of the London 
Master Builders’ Association, was the guest 
of honour at the Ladies’ Festival of Central 
Area No. 3, held at the Trocadero 
Restaurant, SW1, recently. 

Mr. HILL, in proposing the toast to 


the country. Here at the Building Exhibition a team of apprentices show how it is done. 
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Central Area No. 3, said how m 
Association appreciated the work meres 4 
Area was doing, and also those members 
of the Area who were serving on Asso- 
ciation committees, The Area numbered 
among its membership past presidents of the 
the persons of Mr, J 

albraith, Mr. A. B. H. Colls an 
Roberts. 

The president also paid tribute to the loyal 
co-operation of the chairman, Mr. F. Luker 
who had served for many years as a member 
of the maintenance builders’ committee. His 
wise council at the meetings of the Area 
Chairmen’s Conference was also greatly 
appreciated. Mr. Luker thanked the presi- 
dent for his appreciation of the Area efforts, 
A presentation of a bouquet was made to 
Mrs. G. A. Hill by Miss Sonia Chick, secre- 
tary to Mr. C. J. Blyth . 


The Challenge of Greater Freedom 

SPEAKING at a dinner of Central Area No. 
5, the president of the LMBA, Mr. Geratp 
HILL, said that the building industry had had 
a lot of good news recently. Their oft- 
repeated plea that existing houses should be 
kept in good repair had at last been heard, 
and it would seem that many more licences 
would be granted for building new property 
and altering and repairing old; and timber 
licences were now no longer required, and it 
was possible to buy'timber in any quantity. 

“In fact,” said Mr. Hill, “ there is a new 
and refreshing atmosphere which is most 
encouraging. We are to be given greater 
and greater freedom. There is a challenge 
to us, in that the more we build, the more 
we shall be encouraged to build. Our future 
is, therefore, in our own hands. I hope that 
the architects have heard the call to them 
to persuade their clients to give them definite 
instructions to prepare plans now in antici- 
pation that the licences will come, so that 
we may avoid the time-lag that has so often 
happened in the past. I hope too that the 
suppliers on whom we depend so much will 
have noticed the changed conditions and 
will have the courage and confidence to 
develop their resources so that we shall never 
be really short of materials. We can then 
go forward as one great building team, with 
confidence in the future and determination 
to carry through succesfully the great build: 
ing programme that is now before us 


“DO YOU KNOW?” 


BASA Rowing Club Competition 

THERE are some intriguing questions for 
those who like to dabble in puzzles in 
the “Do You Know?” Building and 
General Knowledge Competition which has 
been arranged by the Building Apprentices 
and Students’ Association (Rowing Club). 
Entry forms for the competition may be 
obtained on the BASA stand at the Building 
Exhibition (price one shilling each). | 

All proceeds from the competition will be 
made available to the Association. | 

The organisers of the Exhibition have 
given 21 gns. as prize money, which 
be divided as follows: First prize 10 gns., 
second prize five gns., third prize three gms. 
and three prizes of one gn. each. 

The judges of the competition are rine) 
Thomas E. Scott, CBE, FRIBA, Gontran * 
Goulden, ARIBA, and Ian Murray 
JP, Hon.ARIBA. i 

The Rowing Club launched « new racing 
Shell Eight in the spring of tis yeat, 
it is hoped now to raise sufficient money 
purchase or build their own boathouse 
quarters on the Thames-side. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Swindon Town Expansion 

ON November 17, Mr. HOLuis asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment what grant had been promised to the 
Swindon Borough Council in support of 
their proposed town expansion, and under 
what conditions had that grant been offered. 
Mr. MACMILLAN said that if in the end 
Swindon was expanded by the efforts of the 
Borough Council on the scale and at the 
pace which the Council at present envisaged, 
the Government would contribute £264,000 
to the estimated cost of the necessary water 
and sewerage schemes. The Council were 
told this in order to enable them to deter- 
mine whether to proceed with their scheme 
or not. He must make it clear, however, 
that there was as yet no decision that the 
Council would carry out expansion. He 
understood that the Wiltshire County 
Council, as planning authority, had given 
permission for substantial building develop- 
ment within the borough; but the question 
whether the Borough Council was to under- 
take the building must depend on the ques- 
tion whether they could get the necessary 
land. An order for the purchase of some 
land was before him at the momeni, but no 
decision had been reached. A local inquiry 
was being held that day. If it was decided 
—as it might be—that this order should not 
be confirmed, and no other suitable land 
could be made available for large-scale 
building, the whole expansion scheme might 
fall through. In that event the promise of 

contribution would fall through too. 


Industrial Building in Scotland 


On November 17, Mr. BROOMAN-WHITE 
asked the Minister of Works what propor- 
tion of the new licenses for industrial build- 
ing in Scotland issued in the six months 
following the Budget related to the develop- 
ment areas; what proportion to other areas; 
and how these figures compared with the 
same period for 1952. . 

Sik Davip Eccres said that in the six 
months following the 1953 Budget, 61 per 
cent. of the value of new industrial work 
licensed in Scotland related to the develop- 
ment areas and 39 per cent. to other areas. 
Corresponding figures for 1952 were 69 per 
cent. and 31 per cent. respectively. 

Mr. BROOMAN-WuitE asked what was the 
value of new licences for industrial building 
in Scotland issued in the six months follow- 
ing the Budget; and how this figure com- 
pared with that for the same period of 1952. 

Sik Davip Eccies said that the figures 
were £5,208,000 in the six months following 


the 1953 Budget and £5,163,000 for a 


corresponding period in 1952. 


Historic Buildings 

On November 17, Mr. CoLeGaTE asked 
the Minister of Works which members of 
the Historic Buildings Committees were to 
receive remuneration for their services; what 
were the amounts of any such remuneration 
in each case; and what expenses allowances 
Were to be given. 

Sik Davip Eccres said that only the 
chairmen of the Historic Buildings Councils 
would receive remuneration. The chairmen 
of the English and Scottish Councils would 
be paid £1,500 and £500 per annum respec- 
tively. No remuneration for the chairman 
of the Welsh Council had been settled pend- 
ing experience of the amount of work 
involved. All the members of the three 
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Councils would be entitled to claim travel- 
ling and subsistence allowances at Civil 
Service rates. 

Replying to Major Anstruther-Gray and Mr. 
Grimond, Sm Davin Eccies said that the 
Secretary of State for Scotland and he had 
now appointed the Historic Buildings 
Council for Scotland. Lord Dundee had 
consented to serve as chairman. The mem- 
bers, who had all been appointed in a per- 
sonal capacity and not as representatives of 
organisations, were: The Countess of 
Haddington, Sir John D. Imrie, Dr. Douglas 
Johnston, MP, Mr. Ian G. Lindsay, Professor 
Robert H. Matthew, Lord Polwarth and Mr. 
A. A. Templeton. 


Scottish Housing 

On November 17, Miss HERBISON asked 
from which local authorities complaints 
about the ill effects of condensation in tem- 
porary houses had been received. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that com- 
plaints had been received from about 50 
local authorities, but in the majority of these 
cases the degree of condensation was not 
serious. Experiments to remedy the trouble 
were being made in various districts, but the 
effectiveness of these measures could not be 
fully determined until there had been experi- 
ence of them under winter conditions. 

Mr. WiLtiAM Ross asked how many 
houses had been modernised under the 
Housing (Scotland) Act, 1949, and the 
Housing (Scotland) Act, 1952. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that up to 
September 30, 1953, local authorities had 
approved applications for improvement grant 
from private persons covering the modernisa- 
tion of 3,540 houses. 

Mr. Patrick MAITLAND asked how many 
of the 3,000 Weir timber houses already 
ordered had been built. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that at 
October 31, 618 had been completed and 
1,080 more were under construction. 

Mr. MANUEL asked to what extent owners’ 
rates, paid in respect of rent-controlled 
property, would be established at their 
present level. 

COMMANDER GALBRAITH said that fhe 
Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) Bill 
proposed that the owners’ share of the 
county or burgh rate payable on rent- 
controlled houses would be limited, from the 
financial year following the commencement 
of the Act, to the poundage in force af the 
commencement of the Act. If the owners’ 
rate levied in any year should be less than 
that levied at the commencement of the Act. 
the lesser amount would be payable. 


Smoke Abatement 


On November 17, Mr. BLENKINSOP asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment whether he would enable local 
authorities to establish smokeless zones 
without the expense and delay of promoting 
private bills. 

Mr. Marp.es, who replied, said that this 
was a matter on which the Minister would 
prefer to await advice from the Committee 
on Air Pollution. 

In the House of Lords on November 18, 
Lorp AMULREE called attention to the danger 
caused by fog to the people of London, and 
asked what progress had been made in 
making available an adequate supply of 
smokeless fuel for domestic use. After 
reviewing the results of the great fogs that 
had occurred, he went on to suggest 
remedies, and one of them was the creation 


of smokeless zones. Continuing, he said 
that a new factor which had arisen in recent 
years had been the power stations that had 
been erected in London. Nine of them were 
on the banks of the Thames; in other words, 
they were in a valley, and that was where the 
worst smoke concentration and misty condi- 
tions making fog would occur. He urged 
that there should be proper fuel washing at 
these power stations. 

The Eart or SELKinK, Paymaster-General, 
replying for the Government, said that it 
was estimated that our chimneys throughout 
the country gave out annually something of 
the order of two million tons of smoke, 
500,000 tons of grit, and five million tons 
of sulphur dioxide. In regard to smokeless 
zones, 17 local authorities had taken the 
power to bring them into existence, and two 
zones existed—one in Manchester and one 
in Coventry. Roughly half the smoke came 
from industrial plant and the other half from 
domestic grates. So long as coai was burned 
in domestic grates, smoke would continue to 
be emitted. But they were making a good 
deal of progress. For instance, London was 
consuming no more coal to-day, but was 
consuming more smokeless fuel, than ten 
years ago. They were installing more and 
more grates which were capable of using 
coke, and there was plenty of coke avail- 
able at present. The National Industrial 
Fuel Efficiency Service would shortly be 
getting into its stride. He was glad to be 
able to say that the Beaver Committee would 
make an interim report in a few days’ time. 

He also mentioned the important work of 
the National Coal Board in seeking to find a 
means of producing a smokeless briquette. 
It had been suggested that Westminster, 
which he agreed was probably among the 
worst areas in the country, should be made 
a smokeless zone, but that would not be 
enough unless zones were also established to 
windward, in places such as Fulham, Chel- 
sea and Kensington. Necessarily, that 
would entail the replacement on a large scale 
of unsuitable domestic grates and other fuel- 
burning equipment, and that would take both 
time and money. 


New Factories 


On November 19, Mr. Freperick WiLLey 
asked the President of the Board of Trade 
how many new factories had been licensed 
and commenced since November 1, 1952, in 
the North-Eastern Development Area. 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that, 
according to the latest available information, 
12 new factories and 38 extensions to exist- 
ing factories, all exceeding 5,000 sq. ft., had 
been licensed since November 1, 1952. Of 
these, work had commenced on four new 
factories and 26 extensions. 


Quality of Furniture 


On November 19, Mr. Dopps asked the 
President of the Board of Trade what pro- 
gress had been made in the introduction of 
the Kite mark quality scheme for furniture 
by manufacturers. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that the British 
Standards Institution had announced that 
under the specifications for cabinet goods, 
dining-type chairs and tables, licences to use 
the Kite mark ad been issued to just over 
200 manufacturers, whose output was esti- 
mated to represent rather more than two- 
thirds of the industry’s production of cabinet 
goods, over half that of dining-type chairs 
and over a quarter that of tables. He under- 
stood that specifications for upholstered fur- 
niture were well advanced. p 
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COUNCIL’S PROPOSAL TO 
DISPENSE WITH BILLS OF 
QUANTITIES 
Architects Say They Will Resign 


A DIFFERENCE of opinion between the 

acting chairman, Mr. J. C. Barnett, and 
Mr. H. A. 
Clark, FRIBA,. of Messrs. H. Anthony 
Clark, F. C. Roberts and Partners, of Wrex- 
ham, marked the meeting of the Maelor 
Rural District Council recently, when Mr. 
Clark said he resented a remark which had 
been made by Mr. Barnett. 

Neither the chairman, Sir Edward Han- 
mer, nor the vice-chairman, Mr. T. R. Mot- 
tershead, were present at the meeting, and 
Mr. Barnett was voted to the chair. 

The matter arose on a clause in the minutes 
of the previous meeting, which stated that 
a discussion had taken place in com- 
mittee concerning a suggestion previously 
made that consideration should be given to 
dispensing with bills of quantities in connec- 
tion with the Council’s housing schemes. 
The meeting had carried a proposition that 
as an experimental measure bills of quantities 
be dispensed with in regard to the 
scheme for the erection of 15 houses at 
Bangor Isycoed. The minute stated an 
amendment to the architect’s advice not to 
dispense with the bills of quantities was lest, 
and it was accordingly resolved that the 
Bangor Isycoed housing scheme be tendered 
for without bills of quantities. 

Tue Cuierk (Mr. C. J. Hothersall-Buckley) 
said he had received a letter from the archi- 
tects, Messrs. H. Anthony Clark, F. C. 
Roberts and Partners, which stated: “ With 
reference to the resolution passed by your 
Council on October 10, to the effect that 
competitive tenders for the erection by your 
Council of the proposed 15 houses at Bangor 
Isycoed should be invited from building con- 
tractors upon drawings and specifications 
only, we write to inquire whether your Coun- 
cil would be willing to reconsider this 
decision. We are afraid that it was not made 
clear to the members of the Council during 
the meeting that to invite competitive tenders 
is not the same thing as to negotiate a con- 
tract. A negotiated contract is, according to 
our understanding, a matter of approaching 
a single contractor and endeavouring to 
arrive at a mutually agreeable figure for the 
work. 

“ We would point out that, while this latter 
course might be acceptable to the Building 
Federation, competitive tenders for a con- 
tract of this size, done without bills of 
quantities, is contrary to the rules governing 
the members of the Federation. In either 
case, however, we consider that the contract 
in question is not one which might properly 
be deal with without bills of quantities and, 
after careful consideration, we are of the 
opinion that, both in justice to ourselves and 
fairness to the Council, we could not agree 
to undertake the work, whether as the result 
of competitive tenders or negotiated contract, 
without bills of quantities being prepared. 

“As Mr. Anthony Clark endeavoured to 
explain at the Council meeting, it would be 
virtually impossible for us to deal in an effi- 
cient and satisfactory manner with the con- 
tractor’s accounts. Had we been made aware 
at the commencement that in this particular 
instance the Council did not intend to adhere 
to the previous post-war practice of having 
bills of quantities prepared we would not have 
undertaken the work. Although we believe 
that the resolution refers solely to the pro- 
posed 15 houses at Bangor Isycoed, we think 
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it as well to inquire at this stage whether the 
Council would be agreeable to having bills 
of quantities prepared for the proposed four 
houses at Worthenbury, in order to obviate 
any misunderstanding at a later stage. 

Mr. W. J. Grirritus said he had no reason 
to change his previous opinion. He was 
dead against the proposal to drop the bills 
of quantities. 

THE ACTING CHAIRMAN: Yes, but you 
lost the vote and we are bound to abide by 
the decision of ‘the majority. 

Mr. W. J. GnrirrirHs: It has been 
brought about by the letter from the housing 
architects who ask that the decision should 
be reconsidered. ~ 

THe CLeRK asked whether it would affect 
the progress of the houses if consideration of 
the architect’s request were deferred until 
the next meeting of the housing committee. 

Mr. H. A. CLarK replied that there were 
certain ancillary works and business, such 
as the revised drainage scheme, which had 
been continued, quite irrespective of the pre- 
sent matter, in order that there should not 
be any delay. If the Council arrived at a 
decision to prepare bills of quantities and 
gave instructions for the bills to be pre- 
pared, they would be a month ahead on them 
going to tender. It was simply a question 
of whether the Council wanted the houses 
to go out to tender as quickly as possible, 
or whether they were prepared to defer going 
out to tender by a month. 

Mr. W. J. Grirriras said that if the 
Council persisted in the decision that had 
been made they would have to seek other 
architects, and that was bound to cause delay. 

Mr. FREEMAN asked whether he was cor- 
rect in assuming that the architects were 
seriously considering, if there were no bills 
of quantities, finishing with the Council. 
Was that correct? 

Mr. CLarK said the point of the letter was 
that his firm would not be willing to go on 
with any contract of comparable size unless 
there were bills of quantities. With very 
great regret, indeed, and after very serious 
consideration—they had not arrived at the 
decision hastily—they would have to offer 
their resignation. 

, Mr. FREEMAN: And this Council would 
lose about £300? 

Mr. CLarK: Not if the Council proceeded 
with the scheme on the particulars we have 
prepared. 

Mr, BaRNETT: Well, there you are 
gentlemen. We are having a pistol held at 
us now. 

Mr. CrarK: I very strongly object to 
any suggestion that we are holding a pistol 
at the Council. We have endeavoured to 
deal with the Council in a straightforward 
and open manner, and I resent that, both on 
my own behalf and that of my firm, very 
much indeed. 

Mr. FREEMAN: I don’t think that some 
members of the Council understand the posi- 
tion. It is degrading to a Council to think 
along these lines. I said at a previous meet- 
ing that you were attacking a professional 
gentleman, and I strongly support Mr. Clark 
in the remarks he has addressed to the chair. 
_ Mr. CvarK said he thought that the whole 
issue could be resolved on the question of prin- 
ciple. Where professional advice was offered 
on an important matter, and the client was 
not willing to accept that advice, as he was 
perfectly entitled to do, then the professional 
individual offering the adyice obviously could 
not proceed any further. 

“After Mr. Clark had said that he was 
willing for the matter to be deferred 
until the next meeting of the housing 
committee, the matter was so deferred. 
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WORK UNDERTAKEN 
WITHOUT A CONTRACT 
Builder’s Successful Claim for Payment 


A CLAIM which began in the High 

was remitted to the County 
came before Judge H. A. Tucker at Lich- 
field on November 16. The Plaintiff, Mr 
Jack Henry Maycock, builder and decorator 
of Friary-road, Lichfield, claimed £97 10s, 64 
from Mr. Charles Stewart Henderson, licensee 
of the Bull’s Head Inn, Shenstone, for work 
done. Mr. T. Oswald Moseley appeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. Paul Layton for the 
defendant. His Honour gave judgment for 
the plaintiff for £90, with costs. 


Mr. Moseley said that in November, 195 
the defendant asked the plaintiff to carry vs 
certain alterations to a loft in which he wished 
to install a battery laying set for poultry, 
He also asked him to fix a water tank io 
supply the set, to put two skylights in the roof, 
to make alterations to a fowlhouse which he 
wished to convert into pigsties, to make a 
psn ug shelter, and to fix a wicket gate in the 
yard. 


No price was agreed, but defendant said 
he wanted the job done quickly, and he knew 
the plaintiff would be reasonable. Plaintiff 
said he would charge his normal day-work 
rates, and would get on with the job as soon 
as possible. Later it was agreed that a third 
skylight should be inserted in the roof. 


The work was carried out, said Mr. 
Moseley, and plaintiff delivered his account 
for £97 10s. 6d. last June. On July 14 de- 
fendant’s solicitors wrote to the plaintiff stat- 
ing that defendant had informed them that 
the maximum he was prepared to pay was 
£40, plus £15 for the work on the pigsties, 
making a total of £55. 


After evidence for the plaintiff had been 
given, defendant said he was “a bit loose” 
about the price to be charged for the work. 
He never heard plaintiff say he would charge 
his normal day-work rate. On a later occa- 
sion he told plaintiff that he hoped the cost 
was not going to be more than £45, and plain- 
tiff replied “ Leave it to me.” He (defend- 
ant) considered £60 a fair price for the work 
done, and he sent plaintiff money orders 
for that amount, but they were returned. 


Giving judgment for the plaintiff for £90 
with costs, his Honour said he thought that 
would be a reasonable sum for the work 
done. He did not accept the fact that no 
figure was ever mentioned, but on the other 
hand he was certain that no contract was 
entered into by the plaintiff to do the work 
at a fixed price. 


-PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. J. R. KeEtty will join the board of directors 
of Vickers-Armstrongs, Ltd., Vickers House, a 
way, SWI, on December 1, and wil! take over 
office of general manager of their Crayford. 
and Whitehead Torpedo Works on the same date. 

The appointment has been announced _ 
Rheostatic Co., Ltd., Slough, Bucks.. of Mr. - 

FORD, AMIEE, as publicity manager for 
company. 

Mr. L. W. Dennis, recently appointed manages 
director of Cape Asbestos (Canada), Lid., latest at 
sidiary of the Cape Asbestos Company, 
London and South Africa, left Liverpool om . 
Empress of France to take up his oS a 
Toronto on November 17. The oifices of 
company will be in the Manufacturers Life — 
Society Building, 200, Bloor-street Fast. Toes 
A company has also been formed in the 
States, the North American Asbestos Comper 
with offices at 141, West Jackson Boulevard, cago, 
4. Mr. Robert E. Cryor, formerly. of the 
Asbestos and Rubber Co., is president 
Dennis chairman. ict 

The appointment is announced of Mr. H. ain 
FORD as sales manager of the paints division 
Boulton & Haywood, Ltd., of Brettenham 
Lancaster-place 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Late William Townson 


The death occurred 6n November 16, due 
to an accident, of Wing-Commander William 
Townson, director of William Townson and 
Sons, Ltd., of Bolton. 


The Late Mr. D. M. Brown 


It has been announced that the death 
occurred on November 17 of Mr. Donald M. 
Brown, director and commercial manager 
of Keith Blackman, Ltd. Mr. Brown was 
in his 70th year. 


Exhibition of Coronation Paintings 

The exhibition of Coronation Paintings, in 
the Pillared Hall, Government Offices, White- 
hall Gardens, London, is to remain o 
(daily 10.30 a.m. to 6 p.m.) until December 5. 


New IBICC President 


The Incorporated British Institute of 
Certified Carpenters have elected Lt.-Col. 
William Watkins Dove, FIOB, as their new 
president in succession to the late Sir 
Banister Fletcher. 


Flooring Company’s Bristol Office 

Messrs. Horsley Smith and Co. (Hayes), 
Ltd., announce that their West of England 
offices have moved to 13, Dowry-square, 
Bristol 8 (Tel.: Bristol 27564/5) and that 
Mr. R. N. Hobson has been appointed area 
manager. 


Commemorative Dinner 


Ald. William C, Walker, deputy mayor of 
Oxford, has recently celebrated 50 years’ 
association with Benfield and Loxley, Ltd., 
the Oxford building firm, of which he is 
a joint governing director. In his honour a 
commemorative dinner was held at which 
the staff of Benfield and Loxley presented 
him with a silver vase. 


The Late Mr. R. S. Dyball 


The death occurred suddenly in Birming- 
ham on November 18 of Mr. Robert Spenser 
Dyball, chairman of Hills (West Bromwich), 
Ltd. Mr. Dyball was also chairman of Con- 
structors, Ltd., Birmingham, and a director of 
Lee Howl, Ltd., Tipton. In addition to these 
posts, he was a director of the Charterhouse 
Industrial Development Co., Ltd., and the 
Charterhouse Investment Trust, Ltd. 


Success of Bonus Scheme 


Smethwick CBC (Staffs) reports that the 
introduction of an incentive scheme among 
building and maintenance workers has 
resulted in a 39 per cent. increase in output 
compared with the year ended March 30, 
1950. The scheme was inaugurated in 
March, 1952, the workers being paid 75 per 
cent. of any saving achieved on the 1949- 
1950 level of output. Details of increased 
output are: carpenters 46 per cent., plumbers 
45, painters 36, bricklayers 38, electricians 26. 


To Study American Flats 
Now that Liverpool City Council has 
approved the policy of building multi-storey 
blocks of flats, the housing committee pro 
Poses to seek information regarding such 
flats from the United States.- It is proposed 
to send a deputation there comprising the 
chairman (Ald. H. N. Bewley) or deputy 
chairman (Ald. V, F. Crosthwaite), Cllr. D. 
Nickson, and the housing director and city 
architect (Dr. Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA) to 
study the subject from points of view of 
ning, architecture, equipment, social 


amenities and cost. 
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The Late Mr. H. T. Ripper 


The death is announced of Mr, H. T. 
Ripper, who died at his home in Castle 
Hedingham on November 12. Mr. Ripper 
was chairman of Rippers, Ltd, and Evans 
Bellhouse, Ltd. 


New FASS Member 


The Council of the Federation of Asso- 
ciations of Specialists and Sub-Contractors 
have announced that the National Federa- 
tion of Terrazzo-Mosaic Specialists has taken 
up membership of the Federation. 


School of Architecture’s Library 

The Birmingham School of Architecture is 
setting up a new library section for 
catalogues, and will be glad to receive suit- 
able trade literature. This should be sent 
to The Director, at Margaret-street, Birming- 
ham, 3. 


American Iron and Steel Institute Medal 


Mr. W. C. Bell, of Stewarts and Lloyds, 
Ltd., has been awarded the American Iron 
and Steel Institute Medal for 1953 for a 
paper entitled “A Review of European 
Operating and Technical Practices,” which 
he delivered in New York on May 27 last. 


Building Inspector’s Retirement 

A certificate marking his retirement and 
placing on record the Rochester City Coun- 
cil’s appreciation of his services has been 
presented to Mr. A. A. Roberts, the City 
Building Inspector for 25 years. He has 
been succeeded by Mr. B. B. Allen, of Herne 
Bay. 


Limit on House Building 

A brake has been put on the plans of 
Haltemprice (Yorks) UDC for the new 
280-house Manor Estate by the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government’s decision to 
limit to 86 the number of houses for which 
the housing committee of the authority are 
likely to obtain approval between now and 
the end of next year. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Commission 
THe BoaRD OF TRADE has announced the 
acceptance by Mr. D. A. Scott Cairns, QC, 
of appointment as chairman of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission. Mr. Cairns will take up this post 
on January 1 next, in succession to Sir 

Archibald Carter. 

Mr. Cairns will be appointed as the full- 
time chairman of the Commission at a salary 
of £5,000 a year. The post of chairman has 
now become a permanent and pensionable 
office under the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices Commission Act, 1953. 


Freeing of Timber 


THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government has issued a circular to local 
authorities (No. 66/53, dated November 20), 
drawing their attention to the Order recently 
made by the Minister of Materials freeing 
from control, as from November 13, the 
acquisition, supply and use of softwood and 
of such types of hardwood as have remained 
subject to consumption licensing. 

Henceforward, states the circular, no 
licence will be required for the use of tim- 
ber. All restrictions on the amount of soft- 
wood timber that can be used on building 
work, including new housing, are now with- 
drawn. 


FREEDOM FROM 
CONTROLS 


Building Industry’s Future Expansion 


(THE annual banquet of the National 

Federation of Roofing Contractors was 
held on November 24 at Grosvenor House, 
Park-lane, W1. The chief guest was Mr. 
J. R. Bevins, MP, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Works, and the chairman was 
Mr. R. O. Hutton, president of the Federa- 
tion. 

In his response to the toast of “HM 
Government,” proposed by the chairman, 
Mr. Bevins pointed out that the Govern- 
ment were already allowing a wider freedom 
to the building industry. Various moves 
to this end had already been made, includ- 
ing the freeing a week before of softwoods. 
The Minister of Works was responsible for 
the flow of materials to the building indus- 
try, and he had found that in every sphere 
there had been increases in building 
supplies during the last two years. That was 
due to the fact that the producers were per- 
forming such excellent work in increasing 
outputs. Another reason was that, confident 
of further expansions, the Government 
was hoping to broaden the industry's 
horizons. 

As time went on, Mr. Bevins continued, 
the Government hoped to consider such 
matters as the healing of the scarred 
commercial areas of the City, and the 
provision of all the buildings, such as schools 
and theatres, necessary in a civilised com- 
munity. On top of this had come the latest 
Government proposals relating to the 
conservation of old historic houses, as well 
as the wholesale clearance of slum areas. 

Mr. Bevins expressed his belief that the 
“ magic of confidence ” was working its spell 
in the building industry itself. That was 
important to all of them, Government 
servants and members of the industry alike. 
Their special responsibility was to employ 
all the benefits of research and organisation 
in a manner calculated to lower costs, and 
Mr. Bevins urged that everybody faced up 
to that responsibility in the yedrs ahead. 

Mr. R. O. Hutton, president of the 
Federation, gave his assurance to the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary that the Federation was 
fully appreciative of the steps taken by the 
Government towards reducing controls. The 
industry could not expand so long as it was 
restricted by licensing limitations and con- 
trols, and prevented from developing under 
competitive conditions, The relationship 
between the Government and the Federa- 
tion had been most harmonious, and he was 
pleased to record that the roofing industry 
was becoming recognised as an important 
one. Its voice was being given more atten- 
tion than ever before, and, if given the 
materials, it could accomplish the rest. 

The toast of “ The Ladies and Guests” 
was proposed by Mr. F. Allard, vice-presi- 
dent of the Federation, and a response was 
made by Mrs. G. Atkinsen. 


Foremanship Certificate 

A certificate in General Foremanship and 
Building issued by the Central Technical 
College, Exeter, has been awarded to Mr. 
T. F. Baker, of Sidmouth, and was presented 
to him recently by Mr. F. M. Sleeman, 
chairman of the governors. Mr. Baker, a 
student at the college for five years, has 
left for Nairobi to take up his duties as 
Inspector of Works with the East African 
Railways and Harbours. ‘ae 
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FREEDOM FOR PAINTING 


Sir David Eccles’s Hopes 


Sik DAVID ECCLES, Minister of Works, 
speaking in London on Monday night, 
said: “1 would like to see in 1954 painting 
jobs done without anyone bothering about 
any controls at all.” 

The Government, he said, had striven to 
remove the controls on. painting and given 
scope to anyone who had money to order 
a large painting job. “We have not done 
so badly. Little by little the impediments 
on building and maintenance have been 
removed.” 

Neither he nor Mr. Macmillan, Minister 
of Housing, was “quite sure how we can 
best tackle this business of the repairs of 
dilapidated houses. We shall have to work 
out some new methods such as group con- 
tracts and that sort of thing.” Dealing with 
dilapidated property had to be organised on 
rather new lines. 

“We are determined now to look after 
the older property as well as create new. 
With goodwill we will be able to continue 
to build 300,000 houses, with probably a 
large proportion of private enterprise.” 


BUILDING WORKERS AND 
PRODUCTIVITY 


Statement by AUBTW 


THE FOLLOWING statement on building 
workers and productivity was issued last 
week by Mr. George H. Lowthian, MBE, 
general secretary of the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers :— 


During the past few days many news- 
papers have been using the survey of pro- 
ductivity in house building made by the 
BRS of. the DSIR, to have a smack at the 
building worker. They have abused the 
section dealing with site supervision by say- 
ing it implies that building workers will not 
do a decent day’s work unless watched. 

But a close examination of the survey 
reveals that no statement to this effect is 
contained in its pages. The paragraph con- 
cerning “Degree of supervision by prin- 
cipal” opens by stating: “ The efficiency of 
site work is largely determined by the quality 
of the organization on the site.” 

As a union we could not agree more. We 
have continually said that low productivity 
in the building industry is due to lack of 
efficient site organization and supervision. 
But by supervision we mean a positive super- 
vision of the building operations and of the 
flow of materials to give a well organised 
job. 
It is quite clear from the survey that this 
is the supervision talked about and not the 
negative supervision of a man merely stand- 
ing watching others work. This “ super- 
vision ” would not achieve increased produc- 
tivity but would probably lead to stoppages 
by the men who would refuse to be humil- 
iated by such “ watchdogs.” 

It is only common sense that the small 
employer, as the survey shows, will tend to 
have a greater supervisory effect over the 
whole building operations on his site, than 
the larger firms with their more indirect 
chains of control. This is all the report 
indicates. And this can be said of many 
industries. 

It is quite wrong for anyone to deduce 
from the survey that building workers are 
deliberately lowering production. After all, 


contained in many of the same newspapers 
there are other reports that although de- 
liveries of brick and cement are up by about 


THE BUILDER 


8 per cent. over last year, building opera- 
tions have temporarily stopped on many 
sites through lack of these two materials, In 
other words, the building worker is using up 
the materials faster than they can be pro- 
duced. 


HOUSING ALLOCATION AT 
HULL 


Ministry’s Warning on Extended 
Programme 


Hutt has been warned by the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government about the 
extension to their housing programme. 

It has been suggested by the Principal 
Regional Officer, Mr. M. Tetlow, that the 
programme for traditional houses for 
next year should not exceed 929, but that 
probably 300 “ New Tradition ” houses could 
be added to that number. If these figures 
were exceeded there might be a shortage 
of materials, and it was essential that no 
more houses should be started than were 
required to keep up with the level of 300,000 
new houses a year, nationally. 

Hull’s housing committee have decided to 
ask the city architect for a further report on 
the matter. 


Size of Houses Required 

Up to the end of October accommodation 
had been found by Hull Corporation for 
9.901 applicants for houses. Outstanding 
applications could be divided, says a report 
of the city treasurer, into 8.572 non-house- 
holders, of whom 7,745 want houses with 
no more than two bedrooms, and 827 want 
houses with three or more bedrooms; and 
7,332 householders, of whom 5,186 want 
small houses and 2,146 want large ones. 


Television Masts on Council Houses 


Wrexham council house tenants who have 
television masts erected on their premises 
are being asked to pay the council 10s. to 
cover insurance against damage to their 
property. 


REMEMBER 


HELICON FLOORS 
ARE FIRE-PROOF 
AND 
SOUND RESISTING 


THE HELICAL BAR & ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 
DEPT. 82 VICTORIA STREET, WESTM:NSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 


Phone: ViCtoria 6838 
Resident Agents: Birmingham, Middlesbrough, Newcastle 
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TRADE NEWS 
Oil Heater 


A portable oil convector heater 
marketed by Steel Radiators. ids ba 
road, Southall, Middlesex, which jg claimed 
to give sufficient heat output to warm com- 
fortably a room of 12 ft. by 10 ft. The bur- 


This 10-column easy-clean type radiator, 
24 in. high by 3 in. wide, of neat appearance, 
suitable for all heating installations and 
capable of being manufactured to any length 
required, is shown by Steel Radiators, Ltd., 
at the Building Exhibition (Stand P301). 


ner design is such that the required amounts 
of air for combustion are directed to the 
wick so that the flame is odourless. It is 
understood to burn continuously for 60 
hours with a consumption of one gallon of 
paraffin oil. The front of the casing is te- 
movable for attention to the heating burner, 
and the unit is stove enamelled in standard 
colours of hammered beige or cream. 


Change of Address 

British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
announce that as from November 23 the 
address of their Bristol branch will be 7-9, 
Barton-street. Telephone number, Bristol 


23453-4. 
Track-Mounted Builders’ Cranes 
Abelson and Co. (Engineers), Ltd, 


Coventry-road, Sheldon, Birmingham, 26, are 
sole concessionaires for Great Britain and 
the Commonwealth of Buildmaster track- 
mounted rotary builders’ cranes. There are 
at present three models and the outstanding 
feature of all three is claimed to be their 
ability to negotiate track curves of a radius 
as small as 13 ft. to the inside rail, which 
gives them great manceuvrability in restric 
ted working conditions. Al! the cranes af 
three-motor electrics, being equipped 
cast-steel machine-cut gears throughout run 
ning on ball and roller bearings. and having 
electric control equipment. The cranes are 
completely self-erecting and once the crane 
base is placed on rails and the jib and mast 
coupled, it is said that 15 minutes will com- 
plete the erection. The crane is equip 
with a cantilever jib which can be posit “ 
at three fixed radii. The company have ie 
special track laid down in theif ees 
Sheldon and have two models, the BDA 
and BDK.150, erected for dem 
purposes. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


{From Our Own Correspondents} 

Australia.—Final approval of the Queens- 
land South Coast town council’s town-plan- 
ning scheme for part of the south coast was 
announced by a recent Order in Council in 
the Queensland Government Gazette. Under 
the scheme the area from Southport to 
Broadbeach is divided into 12 different types 
of zones, and the council has power to refuse 
applications to build im certain areas. A 
further plan for Broadbeach to Coolangatta 
is = prepared and will be ready in a few 
months. 


*British West Indies.—Messrs. Kingston 
Industrial Agencies, Ltd., 14, Darling-street, 
Kingston, are interested in securing the repre- 
sentation of UK manufacturers of the follow- 
ing goods: Steel—angles, rounds, flats, chan- 
nel, sheet, etc.; valves—a complete range for 
steam, water, etc.; pipes and pipe fittings— 
galvanised iron, steel, cast iron, etc.; bolts 
and nuts; screws; nails and rivets; bulldozers; 
scrapers; and hand tools (mechanic, mason, 
carpenter and plumber). Interested UK 
firms should communicate direct with the 
firm, submitting full particulars of their pro- 
ducts. All inquiries by telephone should be 
made to the Board of Trade, Export Services 
Branch, tel.: Chancery 4411, Ext. 897. 


Cuba.—The Bank of Agriculture and 
Industrial Development of Cuba is to lend 
$250,000 to a mining plant, Cia. Industrial 
Minera Los Cerros S.A. for the construction 
of a copper and zinc concentration plant and 
$275,000 to a petrol concern, Cia. Refineria 
Cabaiguan S.A., for exploration purposes and 
the increase of its refining capacity. Both 
these developments are in the Les Villas 
province. 

Private building permits issued in the 
Havana province rose to the record figure 
of $9,300,000 last month. A large 35-storey 
apartment project accounts for $5m. of this 
figure. Construction of the proposed new 
600-room Havana- Hilton hotel, costing 
Silm., has not yet begun, although the site 

been purchased. 


Hungary.—At a cost of £3m. a new 26- 
mile concrete highway is being built at 
Keresztur, near the southern end of Lake 
Balaton, to Nagkanizsa in Hungary. It will 
shorten the distance between Budapest and 
the developing town of Nagkanizsa by six 
miles. Millions of cubic metres of earth will 
have to be moved and 52,000 cubic metres 
of concrete are to be used. 


Pakistan.—Pakistan is to build a large steel 
plant in 1954, It has now been learned that 
‘upps experts, assisted by Pakistani en- 
gineers, will start work at Kalabagh in the 
Mianwali district and will later move to 
Attock and Sargodha in the Punjab and to 
Chitral! and Mardan in the Frontier Pro- 
vince. Krupps are bringing out their own 
mobile laboratory and other apparatus and 
they expect to complete their preliminary 
survey in six months. A scheme is being 
Prepared for the initial production of 15,000 
fons of steel ingots a year, and it is under- 
Stood that this will be expanded to 300,000 


_‘ons of steel ingots and 50,000 tons of pig- 


a year. 

Tenders have been invited by the Pakistan 
Indus-ial Development Corporation for the 
construction of a woollen mill at Qaidabad 
in the Thal province. The mill is to be a 
joint cnterprise by the ‘Pakistan Industrial 
Development Corporation, the Thal Develop- 


*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 


ion 


THE BUILDER 


ment Authority and Qaidabad Carpets, Ltd. 
The mill is to go into production late next 
year. 

The Punjab Government has published the 
text of an agreement with the Pakistan Indus- 
trial Development Corporation under which 
the Corporation has acquired 3,500 acres of 
land at Daudkhel in Mianwali district for the 
erection of cement and fertiliser factories. 
The agreement provides for the construction 
of the factories and ancillary buildings, roads, 
pipelines and domestic buildings. It is esti- 
mated that the buildings should be completed 
in four years. 

A large factory is to be built for the manu- 

facture of asbestos sheets. A well-known 
Pakistani firm in this line is said to be behind 
the project. 
_ South Africa.—Plans for residential build- 
ings, estimated to cost £25,041,000, were 
passed in the nine principal urban areas of 
the Union of South Africa in the first nine 
months of this year. This represents an 
increase of £2,763,000 on the corresponding 
figure for last year. 

A long-term plan to provide 20,500 houses 
for Europeans, coloured and natives is being 
prepared in Port Elizabeth. The city’s hous- 
ing committee has recently recommended that 
2,500 houses be provided immediately for 
Europeans and that, when they are com- 
pleted, 250 should be built every year for ten 
years. For coloureds, 2,000 houses should 
be built immediately and then 300 each year 
for ten years; and for natives, 4,000 should 
be built immediately and 650 each year for 
ten years. 

Spain.—The question of erecting a petrol 
refinery in La Coruna is being considered. 
This would be the third such installation in 
Spain. According to the Ministry of Industry, 
a new refining plant will have to be built 
every six or seven years. 

A projected enterprise styled “ Cia. Levan- 
tine de Coque y Derivados” for the produc- 
tion of metallurgical coke in Barcelona is 
reported. This plant will be built on a scale 
to produce 5,000 tons monthly and it will 
cost about £1m. to erect. Harbour works at 
La Coruna are progressing, and the local 
authorities have asked the Ministries con- 
cerned in Madrid for authority to float a 
loan of some £30m. for the construction of 
new warehouses and rail facilities for the 
fishing port. ° 


HE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 
& 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 


*USA.—The Clay Tile Distributing Inc., 
950, Main-street, Baton Rouge, La., are inter- 
ested in receiving quotations for all descrip- 
tions of clay and ceramic building tiles 
suitable for the US market. They also require 
rubber asphalt tiles. Interested UK firms 
should communicate direct with Mr. Vincent 
Cefalu, the president of the firm, sending full 
particulars of their products. Telephone 
inquiries should be made to the Board of 
Trade, Export Services Branch, tel.; Chan- 


cery 4411, Ext. 897. 

*USA.—The proprietors of “ Sculptured 
Wood,” 1914 W. 14th-street, Chicago 8%, 
Illinois, are interested in importing from the 
UK decorative and ceramic tiles in sizes 
from 6 in. by 6 in. upwards, and oak and 
walnut decorative plaques. Interested UK 
firms should communicate with the firm 
direct, sending full particulars of their pro- 
ducts, Inquiries by telephone should be 
made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 897. 


*USA.—Messrs. Robert F. Henry Tile Co. 
(P.O. Box 1543), 919, Bell-street, Mont- 
gomery 2, Alabama, are interested in receiv- 
ing quotations for the following items: 
100,000 sq. ft. of 6 in. by 6 in. quarry tiles 
and 20,000 sq. ft. of ceramic mosaic unglazed, 
mounted on sheets of vitreous porcelain floor 
tiles of colours to be selected. Interested UK 
firms should communicate direct, by airmail, 
with the Alabama firm, sending full particu- 
lars of their products. Telephone inquiries 
should be made to Chancery 4411, Ext. 897. 


Aluminium “ Palace ” 

A prefabricated “ palace” made up of a 
cluster of aluminium buildings with con- 
necting passages, ordered in Britain by 
the new King of Saudi Arabia, is 
being exported to the Persian Gulf. The 
order, made up of three Altents and an Oval- 
tent, has been fulfilled by Booth and Co. 
(England), Ltd., of St. James's - street, 
London. The cluster of buildings is to be 
used as a hunting lodge by the king 
and his retinue. The ease with which the 
buildings can be dismantled by loca} labour 
and packed into a small space will enable 
them to be carried on camels in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Houses to be Built to Winning Design 


The New Zealand Government is to build 
a number of houses to a new design, based 
on the winning entry in the recent national 
housing competition (The Builder, September 
4 last). The plans have been approved by 
the Minister of Housing, the Hon. W. Sulli- 
van, and the houses will be built for rental, 
and possibly for direct sale. The design is 
a variation of the three-bedroomed house, 
with which a Wellington architect, Mr. Keith 
Cooper, won the housing competition. Plans 
of the house will be available at £5 a set 
to those who wish to build or assist in build- 
ing their own home. 


Pipe Line Contract 


Stewarts and Lloyds, Limited, have 
received through Williams Bros., the well- 
known American contractors, an order for 
several hundred miles of pipe line for the 
Haines-Fairbanks pipe j in British 
Columbia and Alaska. 
order is approximately £im. and will be paid 
for in dollars. It has been secured in face 
of international competition. The manufac- 
ture of the pipe will be undertaken in the 
company’s works at Glasgow, South Wales 
and the Midlands. 
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_ The Need for Beauty of Design 


po believe that the urgency of getting 

houses built, particularly in Scotland, 
was so pressing that there was no time to 
think about beauty of design was a profound 
mistake, said the Ear. of DUNDEE when he 
spoke in Stirling recently at the annual meet- 
ing of the National Trust for Scotland. 


“Although we may be prohibited by 
expense for the time being—and I earnestly 
hope not for ever—from building very many 
houses with the traditional Scottish material 
of stone, there is no reason why an ordinary 
municipal housing scheme of brick and 
roughcast should not be very beautiful,” 
said Lord Dundee. “When we have to 
carry out the rehousing of a great part of 
the population of Scotland we ought, surely, 
to look on this task as a great opportunity 
to make our country more beautiful as well 
as more comfortable, and to do it in a way 
that will give pleasure and not anguish to 
the eyes of our descendants. 


“Quickness of construction, comfort, 
cheapness, and all the useful labour-saving 
devices, which electricity has made available 
are not incompatible with loveliness in the 
design of a house.” 


He hoped some housing authorities might 
still be willing to pay for the services of a 
highly placed architect, and he wondered 
if the National Trust could be of some 
assistance, not perhaps in discriminating 
between the merits of one professiona] man 
and another, which might be thought 
invidious, but by getting some of our best 
architectural talent to design model plans 
for both small and large, both urban and 
rural, housing schemes that might be used 
as prototypes by any authority who cared 
enough for beauty to try it. 


Appeal to Save Dale’s House 


THE GLasGow Institute of Architects have 
sent a letter to the Secretary of State for 
Scotland asking him to save David Dale’s 
house from demolition. 


Glasgow Corporation wished to demolish 
the house so that the site could be used for 
a playground of the adjoining school. The 
area gained would be roughly 50 feet square. 
This seemed to the Institute to be a very 
insufficient and unconvincing reason for the 
destruction of one of the few remaining links 
with Glasgow’s former days and people. 

They appealed to the Secretary of State 
to use to the full the powers vested in him 
to save this beautiful house “with all its 
delightful grace and historic context.” The 
Institute also offer their service and help in 
the matter of restoration. 


Medal for Architecture 


THE Mepat for civic architecture, which 
is awarded annually by Aberdeen Town 
Council, has been won by Mr. Denis M. A. 
Shewan. Mr. W. Y. Slater received an 
honourable mention. The competition is 
-_ to final year students at Gray’s School 
rt. 


Modern Building Practice 


_ AN EXHIBITION on “ Modern Building Prac- 
tice Floors and Roofs ” was opened yesterday 
at the Scottish Building Centre, 425, Sauchie- 

hall-street, Glasgow, C2, by Mr. Leslie 


Grahame-MacDougal, RSA, FRIBA, presi- 
dent of the Royal Incorporation of Architects 
in Scotland. The exhibition has been arranged 
in association with the Ministry of Works 
and local schools of building. 


Paisley Reconstruction Scheme 


PAISLEY CoRPORATION is sponsoring a plan 
to demolish a large part of the centre of 
the town and to reconstruct with modern 
housing. The scheme will cost about £1m. 
and will start in some nine months’ time. 
The entire project is expected to take six 
years to complete. All the property to be 
demolished is regarded as unfit for continuing 
use. In place of the 888 houses demolished 
the town will build some 400 larger modern 
houses. This is the first large-scale project 
adopted by a Scottish city to tackle the 
obvious problem of utilisation of existing 
services and sites by the demolition of poorer 
property and replacement by modern. 


“ Hotel ” Hospital 
A HOSPITAL with an “ hotel” atmosphere 
is being aimed at in the design of the Radio 
Therapeutic Institute for cancer research and 
treatment now being built at the Western 
General Hospital, Edinburgh. 


The building which will cost £340,000, 
exclusive of equipment, was begun 14 
months ago and should be completed in two 
years. It will have an out-patient depart- 
ment, its own radium theatre, bio-chemistry 
laboratories, physics workshops and 
administrative offices. There will be dining 
rooms for the nursing staff, doctors and 
walking patients. (The food wil] be prepared 
in the kitchens of the existing hospital.) The 
Institute will also have its own dispensary 
and hospital store. 


The most unusual development in the 
design is in regard to the wards. 


Mr. JoHN Ho t, FRIBA, told a repre- 
sentative of The Builder that what they were 
trying to emphasise more than anything else 
was the human approach in planning. They 
were trying to create a hotel atmosphere. 

There will be 120 beds in the institute and 


EDW. STUART & CO. 


FLOORING CONTRACTORS 


LINO, CORK & P.V.C. TILES 
THERMO PLASTIC TILES 
WOOD BLOCK, PARQUET 


ASPHALT, TERRAZZO, 
ETC., ETC. 


FLOORS RESURFACED 
AND POLISHED 


Expert advice given 
without obligation 


Dept. B, 8, HOLBEIN PLACE 


SLOANE SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.1 
Tel. No.: SLO. 4021/4065 
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of these about 98 are divided into f 

ing charges. Each nursing charge dae 
of consisting of wards in the ordinary sense 
is divided into four-bed and single-bed. 
rooms. They are planned so that the 
distance travelled by a nurse is kept to a 
minimum. 

At roof level there will be a sun room 
roof garden and within the main Gaeas 
hall—where again the “hotel” theme 
is being followed out—there will be the hos- 
pital shop, where walking patients will be 
able to make their daily purchases, 


As far as possible every attempt has been 
made to harmonise the design of the building 
with the existing hospital. 


The reinforced concrete consultants 
are Messrs. Blythe and Blythe; the con- 
sultants on engineering services are Messrs, 
Donald Smith, Seymour and Rooley; the 
surveyors are Messrs. Gentles; and the main 
contractors are Messrs. W. and J. R. Watson, 


Record Brick Production 


SCOTTISH BRICKMAKERS, who are now 
making over im. bricks per day more than 
in 1949, produced 71,400,000 bricks in Octo- 
ber; a record for any one month. It is 
anticipated that the total production for 1953 
will be considerably greater than the record 
output last year- The quality of the bricks 
produced is shown by the fact that every 
brick made is being sold. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Health and Welfare Committee have 
approved plans for a maternity and child welfare 
clinic which is to be built in the Northfield housing 
area at a cost of £24,500. Tenders will be accepted 
subject to the approval of the scheme by the Depart- 
ment of Health. 


Aberdeen.—Corporation to have plans prepared for 
222 houses to be erected at the Mastrick housing site. 
The architect is Alexander B. Gardiner (F), Housing 
Offices, Broad-st., The Castlegate, Aberdeen. 


.—CC has had plans prepared and approved 
by the Scottish Education Department for a new jun. 
sec. sch. for Cumnock. Their architect is Robert G. 
Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., Wellington-sq., Ayr. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared for Charles Con- 
nell & Co., Ltd., shipbuilders, for extensions to their 
offices and other alterations and additions, at —_ 
st., Scotstoun. The architects are John — 
Henderson, & G. H. Cleaves (F&A), 196, West Regent 
st., Glasgow. 

D es.—Banfishire CC to have plans pr 
for — public school. The architect is William R. 
Wark (A), County-bldgs., Cullen. 

Edinbergh.—Corporation to erect, from plans pre 
pared and approved, a scheme of 28 houses at marr 
ave. housing site, The architect is Alex. Steele (A), 
Corporation-bldgs., Parliament-sq., High-st., 
burgh. 

Edin .—Plans prepared and approved [or 
scheme of alterations and additions, est. 0 
£15,000, at the North British Hotel, Princens®. 
architects are the staff designers of The Transport 
Commissioners, Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—Plans prepared and approved for & 
primary schoo! to be erected at the Fair Isler’ Or 
Council architect is Robert Meldrum, Kirk: 
AMInstCE, Municipal Offices, Whytescauseway, 

Cie : for the Glasgow South 

.—Plans ared for the Gla 
tions to be carried out at Pollockshaws-rd, 
tect is Kenneth F. Masson (F), S.C.W. Society, Lid 
119, Paisley-rd., Tradeston, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for new 4 
Sandy Gilmore (Plant), Ltd., at 
tect is C. G. Welsh (A), 38, Douz!us-ave-, 2a 

.—Plans prepared for 4 rerations and 
tions at Glasgow ‘'niversity, 
architects 2re Gillespie, Kidd, & Cola (A), 
chbrs., Waterloo-st., Giasgow. : 

wick.-Dean of Guild Court have granted ho 
aan to the Church of Scotland Home Board 
erect hall-church costing £17,000 ft, vil 
housing scheme. The building, 60 ft. sho 
also be used as a community centre- 

nted for extensions costing £6 a 
factory of Lyle and Scott, Ltd., Lynn i 

.—Banffshire CC to have plans at 
school, their architect 
Wark (A), County-bldgs., Cullen. 
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Full details ow Public Appointments open will be 
Advertisement 


found in the pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included m 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 30. 
*tCossham & Frenchay Hosp. Management Com.— 
Pathological laboratory in Orlit construction at 
Frenchay Hospital, Bristol. E. R. Clark, Secty. Dep. 


2s 
*tEast Suffolk CC.-——Six ice houses in Heath-rd. 
age A, Ipswich. Dep. 2s. Tenders by January 


DECEMBER 2. 

*tMorecambe & Heysham BC.—Public conveniences 

at Marine-rd., Central. BS, Town Hall. Dep. £2. 
DECEMBER 3. 

*tSurrey CC.—County Prim. Sch. at Carshalton 
Beeches. County A. 

— in 
BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 29. 
DECEMBER 5. 

*tWest Ham CBC.—-18 flats and 36 maisonettes at 
Trinity-st., E16, contract 194; 38 maisonettes and 2 
flats at Charford-rd. -» area, E16, contract 205. Boro’ 
A & Planning aes 70, West Ham-la., E15. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. 

DECEMBER 7. 

*tBrom BC.—78 Bromley Park site, 
London-rd. BE. Dep. £2 

*tChislehurst & Sidcup DC.—One block of 
30 flats and one block of 16 flats at Perry-st. T. W. 
Fagg, C, Council Offices, Sidcup. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tFolkestone BC.—26 flats, North-st. Willan, 
a; and Waite, architects, 127, Sandgate-rd. Dep. 


*tHalifax CBC.—Three-storey block of shops and 
flats at Turner-ave., iieewestle and similar block at 
illingworth-rd. BE, Crossley-st. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 8. 
*tEnfield UDC.—66 houses and 72 flats, Hoe-la. 
North estate (Part 2). —_ 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep. 


£22 2s. Tenders by Jan. 4. 
*tEnfield UDC.—12 flats, Foxhall site, Baker-st. 
EAS, j Little Park-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
n 


*Northants CC.—Modern school, Duston. County 
A. Northampton 

*Richmond Main Sewerage Bd.—Dwelling house at 
Westhall-rd., Kew. BE&S. Municipal Offices, Sheen- 


SW14, 
DECEMBER 


10. 


estate, Stanmore. E&S. 
DECEMBER 
BC.—112 houses on Broomwood 


estate. BS. Dep. £5 5s. 


DECEMBER 12. 
*Brecohshire & Radnorshire Joint Fire Brigade: 


Committee.—Fire Station at Termont-rd., Liandrin- 
dod Wells. Scott & Redwood, architects, s, Rodney- 
pl., Clifton, Bristol. 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

* South-Western Reg. Hosp. Board.—Reconstruction 
of boiler house, etc., at Royal Western Counties In- 
stitution, Starcross, near Exeter. Oscar Faber & 
Ptnrs. , 29, Queen Anne-st., ti WI. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 1 
Baldock UDC.—26 houses at E&s. 


**Barking TC.—F nm of Municipal Offices 
and Town Hall. Hall. 

*Consett UDC.—Shops and flats at Blackhill. 
Eiringhem & Lowes, architects, Derwent-st. Dep. 


“Hw CC.—-Houses for fire officers, 
Huntingdon. County A, Huntingdon. 

“Leviand UDC.—108 p Contract No. 4; 65 
dwellings, contratt No. 5; 46 dwellings, contract No. 
6; at Wade Hall estate. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. each contract. i 

*“Lutea BC.—Three-classroom extension with cloak- 
Tooms to Whipperley School. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


“Acton BC —Eigh beth-gdns 
t garages, 

BC.—40 houses. Stoke-rd. BE&S. 
“| CBC.—28 houses at 
West Howe estate. Contract W.H. 28. we 
Room 106), Town Hall. £2 2s. 

“Essex CC.—Pair of farmworkers’ cottagers and 
alterations to 


ech. College extension. Charles Phythian, 
C, Shire 
*Lincola (Parts of Kesteven) ce. 


*Wal mveniences at Maddock-rd 
Boro’ own Halil. Dep. £1 Is, 
DECEMBER 19. 

9 UDC.—Factory, Yards End, off Western- 


Bletchley 
H. J. architect, 28a, West-st... Bucking- 


Dep 
Rothwell UDC.—40 flats at Weete. R. Easdale 
County-chbrs., Bradley-st., Castle- 


DECEMBER 21. 

Bradford-on-Avon UDC.—i0 houses at Budbury 
Tyning site (contract 1). S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Gt. Yarmosth CBC.—21 chalets and shelter at 
Wellington Pier Gardens. BE. 

Wetherby RDC.—13 houses at Hare- 
wood. Jones & Stocks, architects, bp 

arm estate. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 23. 
*States of Guernsey.—Infants’ school, Amberst. 
State E. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 28. 
Pra TC.—Nine houses in North High-st. 


DECEMBER 30. 
UDC.—Garages at pamiens, New Haw 


Chertsey 
and Chertsey. E&S. Dep. £1 

*North Riding EC.—Coun Infants’ Sch. at South 
Bank, nr. Middlesbrough. . Barraclough, County 
Hall, Netherton. 


DECEMBER 31. 

*Bargess Hill UDC.—28 houses in two schemes. 
S. Jeffs, C, Council Offices. Dep. £2. 

*Croydon CB.—Kitchen and dining hall extension 
and four-classroom block, etc., Lady Edridge Gram- 
mar School for Girls, Clifton-rd., South Norwood. 
Chief Education Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 

JANUARY 1. 

*Beckenham BC.—30 flats, Oakwood-ave. 
Perth-rd. J. Dove, BE&S. Dep. £2. 

*+Bucks CC.—County Sec. Sch. at Langley. County 


and 


A DECORATIVE AND 
WATERPROOFING 


TREATMENT FOR CONCRETE 


CEMENT RENDERING 
BRICKWORK, ASBESTOS, ETC. 


~ 33, Great 


A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. 


NO 
*Buraley CBC.—92 houses in three groups 4 Far 
Manor-way, Boreham Wood. E&S, Council ys 
-rd., Boreham Wood. Dep. £2 2s. 
Hernsea UDC.—Public conveniences and shelter. 


Leslie TC.—5O houses at New-st. site. J. Gentles 
& Son, quantity surveyors, Central-chbrs., Kirkcaldy. 


CEMBER 12. 

Billericay UDC.—S. (Materials.) 
DECEMBER 17. 

Berks CC.—County S (Materials). 


ER 30. 
(Materials.) 


Lambeth BC.—BE. 
JANUA 
Wandsworth MBC.—BE. 


RY 1. 
(Materials.) 


Swaffham RDC 
site. 
Bridgwater BC.—Roads and =e the Syden- 
3 sewers On 

ham housing estate. BE, Town Hall, Bridgwater. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

-—Rela 
Waterworks M . Council Offices, 


4s. 
Taunton RDC.—Water supply to Northway, Halse, 
ete. Harvey, McGill and Ha: consultant engineers, 
8, Richmond-rd,, Dep. £2 


, Artillery ” Artillery-row, Westminster, 
i Dep. £10. Tenders by January 11. 


urn. Willcox, Raikes Marshall. 
Charies-st 


ingham, 3. 


“STIC B” PAINT SALES LTD. 


47, WHITEHALL, S.W.1. 
WHITEHALL 9958 


Partners, consultant engincers, 
Batheaston, Bath. Dep, £5 5s. by i. 
Nottingham TC.—Contract f. 


iron water main—waterworks No. 
E and, General Manager, W. 
vard, Nottingham. . £2 
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four Se A, Couney Offices, Aylesbury. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders ar | 
ge, instead Builder JANUARY 4. “axe 
that the * Warrington school for gis af 
JANUARY 9. | 
*York houses, Chapel Fields estate. E. 
| room and Firth (F), 
Gateshead TC.—Caretaker’s house at Southend-rd. 
1” theme Junior School. BS. Dep. £2 2s. = 
de the hos- JANUARY 16. 
i Ripley UDC.—Ten houses, Woodlands state. 
ts will be Moseley-st. H. Hillier, S. Dep. £2 2s. 
t has been 
1¢ building 
-onsultants 
re Messrs. t 
soley; the 
een PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC, 
X. Watson, 
DECEMBER 3. 
*tRichmond (Surrey) BC.—Internal redecoration of 
on swimming bath at Parkshot. BE&S, Hotham House, 
Heron Court. Dep. £2 2s: 
DECEMBER 7. 
*Weymouth & Melcombe Regis BC.—Flectrical 
installations in 24 flats and 14 bungalows, Downclose 
JANUARY 2. 
East Suffolk CC.—County S. (Materials.) 
JANUARY 9. 
Dagenham BC.—BE&S. (Materials.) 
Romford BC.—BE. (Materials.) 
WATER WORKS : 
Ely RDC.—About 29,550 yds. asbestos cement #25 es 
pipes and ancillary works. Silcock & Simpson; en- 
; Robert G. Billingham UDC.—Approximately 750 lin. yds. 
Ayr. Al carriageway, etc. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 4, 
ons to their 
SY Church Stretton, Shropshire. Dep. £2 2s. 
| Hitchin UDC.—Roads and sewers on Westmill 
Steele (A) STONE COVERING shousing estate. S to the Council. Dep. £3 3s. 
a tile Mablethorpe and Sutton UDC.—Roads and sewers 
__| on the Queensway housing site. C, Council Offices, 
tHuntingdon TC.—Pipelaying and construction of 
for a The i collecting system, pumping station, reservoir and 
Soath 
addi- 
The archi tes € 
Felling UDC.—Preparation of site, Heworth 
Grange estate, nr. Sunderiand-rd., Heworth. Chief aii 
Housing Officer, Council-bidgs., Felling. Dep. £2 2s. 
Bridgwater BC.—Contract no. 8, screen house. J. 
housing site No. 1. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. ots 
Board _ sewage disposal scheme. W. Herbert Bateman and 
wer Farm, WHavering-Atte-Bower. County Land Boule- » 
fr Avent & Valuer, 69. Duke-st., Chelmsford. 
*'Cambridgeshire CC.—First of Cam- Salisbery and Wilton RDC.—Contract no. 1, sbout 
. 
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14 miles pipes at Laverstock. Lemon & Bilizard, 
engineers, Casfle-la., Southampton. Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 30. 

Clutton RDC.—Ciutton sewerage scheme. Thomas 
and Morgan and Partners, engineers, 23, Gelliwastad- 
td., Pontypridd. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Huatingdon RDC.—Regional water supply exten- 
sion. Pick, Everard, Keay & Grinson, engineers, 6, 
Milistone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 

Cambridg -—Construction o as ‘am- 
bridge main surface drain. City E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

JANUARY 16. 

*Ripley UDC.—Roads and drainage work, Wood 

lands estate, Moseley-st. H. Hillier, S. Dep. £1 Is. 


e City 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Folham.—Sire Acquisition.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend BC to acquire Nos. 1-73 (odd), 2-22 (even), and 
50-56 (even), Dieppe-st.; Nos. 11-19 (odd), Beaumont- 
ave.; Nos. 1-29 (odd), Nos. 2-10 (even), Eli-st.; Nos. 
1-31 (odd), 2-50 (even), Hilmer-st.; Nos. 1-9 (odd), 
Mund-st.; Nos, 1-4a (inc.), Eli-mews. These are to 
be developed for housing purposes, and the tentative 
estimate for their acquisition is £99,500. 

Hornchurch. — TeLerpHoNE ExcHaNnce. — BC have 
made no objection to the siting of a new telephone 
exchange proposed by GPO for erection in North-st., 
Hornchurch, and suggest that the development be 
co-ordinated with the proposed Civic Centre. 

Horncharch.—Dwe.iinc Houses.—TP approval 
has been given to an amended site plan submitted by 
Thos. Bates & Son, Ltd., bldg. contrs., Brickworks, 
Church-rd., Harold Wood, for the erection of five 
dwelling houses in Wingletye-la., junction of Sylvan- 
ave., Hornchurch. 

Hornchurch.—Housres.—An amended site plan 
submitted by the Roding Development Co., bidrs., 645, 
Green-la., Goodmayes, for the erection of four houses 
in Corbets Tye-rd., Upminster, has been given TP 
approval. 

orachurch. — Houses. — By-law per- 
mission given to proposals by E. G. Acworth, builder, 
15, Pick-hill, Waltham Abbey, for the erection of 17 
dwelling houses on Nos. 1-17 on plan, Front-la., Cran- 


m. 

Horachurch.—Housinc.—Preposals by the Upmin- 
ster Estates, Ltd., 59, Station-rd., Upminster, for the 
erection of 15 dwelling houses on the sites of Nos. 
77-105, Ingrebourne-gdns., Upminster, have been 
granted TP permission. 

erection of six 
dwellings on the sites of Nos. 202-212, Benhurst-ave., 
Elm Park, as proposed by H. C. Blake, estate agent, 
1, Broadway-par., Elm Park-ave., has received by- 
law approval. 

Lewisham.—Housres F.Lats.—MH&LG have 

eed to loan sanction to BC of £60,688 for erection 
of 19 houses and 12 flats at St. Mildred’s-rd., Linch- 
mere-rd. and Ronver-rd.; £43,608 for erection of 21 
flats and six garages at Westwood Hill, junction of 
Kirkdale: £41,753 for erection of 14 houses and six 
flats at adnell-rd. and Dalmain-rd.; and £159,649 
for erection of 19 houses, 48 flats and 28 maisonettes 
at Brookbank-rd., Ellerdale-st. and Marsala-rd. 

ham.—Housinc Estate.—BC have approved 
in principle the layout of a housing estate comprising 
172 flats on sites of Nos. 28-30 and 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 9, 
—— Laurie Park-ave., proposed by Becken- 

m 

Lewisham.—F.Lats.—The erection of two blocks of 
four flats on the site adjoining plots 1 and 2, Southend- 
la., has been given TP approval by LCC. The pro- 
are Pearsons, surveyors, 189, Stanstead-rd., 


Lewisham.—REeEsIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT.—TP _per- 
mission has been granted to outline applications by J. 
Fullerton and Tusler, surveyors, 142, Wigmore-st., 
WI, for the development of land at the corner of 
Madeira-ave. and Elstree Hill for residential purposes. 

he erection of single houses or bungalows is en- 
visaged. 

Lewisham.—Pavitton.—LCC have granted TP per- 
mission to proposals by Kennard and Lowe, architects, 
19, Railway Approach, SE1, providing for the erection 

a two-storey pavilion at Perry-rise. 
ham.—-Houses AND BUNGALOWsS.—Proposals by 
J. G. Barrett, 5, Almond-way, Mitcham, for the 
erection of four houses and two bungalows on the site 
of No. 51, Honor Park-rd. have been given TP per- 
mission. 

Lewisham.—Houses.—Proposals have been made by 
W. K. Shuttlewood, architect, 230, Burrage-rd., SE18, 
for the erection of five houses on site of No. 27, corner 
of Lawrie Park-gdns. and Lawrie Park-ave. 

Lewisham.—Factory.—Approval in principle has 
been given by BC to proposals by N. Challen Clark & 
Ptnrs., quantity surveyors, 18, Tooks-court, EC4, pro- 
viding for the erection of factory premises on sites of 
and in Vian-st. 

am.—Hovusts.—Proposals made by the Tilt 

Estate Co., 152, Peckham Rye, SE22, for the erection 

four houses on sites of Nos. 46-48, Horniman-dr. 
have been approved in principle by BC. 

Lewisham.—CHurcu.—The erection of a new perma- 
nent Church of the Good Shepherd in Moorside-rd., 
Proposed by L. A. Butterfield, ARIBA, 44, Addis- 
combe-rd., Croydon, has been found unobjectionable 

Lewisham.— ALL.—The erection of a new hall for 
religious and educational purposes on site of No. 1 
Peak Hill-ave., proposed by C. P. Pr “ 


tt, 115, - 
rd., SE26, has been approved by BC. mer 
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Com. recom- 
mend BC to approve revised layout proposals sub- 
mitted by Boro’ A for the development of the Fleming- 
st. area, These provide for the erection of five blocks 
of flats and maisonettes. Also detail plans prepared 
by Boro’ A. for the development of the Windsor-ter./ 
Wellesley-ter. area by the erection of 38 maisonettes 
in three blocks; plans for the erection of eight flats 
and 20 maisonettes which will be erected with three 
houses on a site in Queensbridge-rd.; and detail plans 
for the erection of six flats on the site of Nos. 2, 4 
and 6, Albion-dr. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Alderley (Cheshire).—ICI (Pharmaceuticals), Ltd., 
propose erection of research laboratories, cattle houses 
and admin. offices on Alderley Park estate. of 

Alnwick.—UDC allocated 40 houses for erection in 
1954. Council’s S, G. Beaty. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield.—UDC approved est. £12,210 
for further 10 houses at Landgate-la. site; to erect 
four shops on same estate. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—BC approved layout and de- 
signs for 14 houses at Reyner-st.; eight bungalows at 
Turner-la.; Lees-st.; and six houses at Knowle-ave.—To 
prepare layout for 350 houses at Hazelhurst.— 
Approved plans for extensions to Stamford boys’ sec. 
mod. sch., Mossley-rd., for Lancs CC; four houses at 
Lees-rd., for William Norgrove & Sons. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC to build 50 houses. A, J. 
Lawson, Galgate. 

Bath.—J. Jones (Manchester), Ltd., Oldham-st., 
Manchester, purchased premises of R. King & Son 
(Drapers), Ltd., for adaptations as new store, and 
are negotiating for site in Bristol. 

Belper.—RDC propose erection of 32 houses in 
1953/4 programme at Holloway. 

Berwick.—TC received inquiry from Aberdeen manu- 
facturer for factory site on Tweedside trading esatte. 

Bil‘ingham-on-Tees.—UDC to let contracts for erec- 
tion of further 109 houses to be built during 1954. 

DC S, J. H. Shepherd, Haverton Hill-on-Tees. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved plans for Boro’ A for 
adaptations to Laird-st. police stn.—Approved plans 
by Boro’ A for erection of two family group homes at 
Woodchurch estate; erection of 201 houses and 96 flats 
at Overchurch estate; three-storey block of three flats 
and three maisonettes at Green Lawn. Plans submitted 
to BC: 74 houses at Windermere-rd., for Victoria 
Estates, Ltd.; 25 flats and 12 garages at Upton-rd. and 
Boundary-rd., for M. Carlender: showroom and work- 
shop at New Chester-rd. and Union-st., for Bebbington 
Motors, Ltd. Architects, R. Davies, Son & Escolme. 

Birmingham.—TC propose erection of following 
police dwellings:—Nine flats at Oxhill-rd.. four houses 
at Rubery, nine flats at Queen’s-rd., six flats and four 
houses at Swanhurst, four flats and two houses at 
Quinton, four houses at Pool Farm, nine flats at Lady- 
wood and three houses at Woodcock-la. 

Bishop Auckland.—UDC received permission to sell 
land on Woodhouse-cl. estate for proposed RC church 
and presbytery—UDC expected to erect 220 
next year. Plans by S. 

Blyth.—It is understood Brit. Elec. Auth. to seek 
statutory authority to build new power stn. at Blyth. 
Consulting E, Merz & McLellan, Carliol House, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Carlisle.—City C to negotiate contracts with John 
Laing & Sons, Ltd., Dalston-rd., for erection of 100 
‘* Easiform *’ houses, 26 bungalows and 46 traditional 
houses at Harraby; and with A. S. Nixon, Ltd., 
Lowther-st., for 20 bungalows and 46 traditional houses 
also at Harraby. City E, L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher- 


st.—Binns, Ltd., propose extensions to Premises at 
— Architect, G. W. Danson, 54, Lowther-st., 
arlisle. 


Corby.—Northants CC propose jun. sch. at junction 
Rowlett-rd. and Willow Brook-rd. 

Derbyshire.—EC received final approval from MoE 
for 1953/4 programme providing for sec. mod. sch. at’ 


DOHM 
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Matlock, additional accommodation at Staveley, Hol. 
lingwood girls’ sec. mod. sch. and two other gec 
mod. schs.—Sec, mod. sch. at Belper, £134,640 est. 
Stage 1 of sec. mod, sch. at Dronfeld, £125,000 ex.” 
inf. sch. at Brockwell, Chesterfield,” £29 369 og 
Chesterfield inf. sch., £29,260 est. 
ry to invite tenders for 60 
houses at Saltwells estate. 

Easington.—Durham Coal Brd. (No. 3 Area), Castle 
Eden, Co. Durham, to erect medical centre at Shotton 
Colliery and office block at Easington Colliery, 

Felling’ (Co. Durham).—CWS Architects’ Dept., 99 
Westmorland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, prepared plans 
for building for bulk storage at drysaltery works 
Shields-rd., Pelaw, for CWS, Ltd.—UDC to obtain 
tenders for erection of 162 houses at Heworth Grange 
Council’s Hsg. A, R. Morton. : 

Fleetwood.—TC approved erection of six houses at 
Homestead-way, for Stanley Ashton (Builders), Ltd 
2, Charles-st., Blackpool; and 20 houses and {4 
garages at The Broadway, for R. Fielding & Sons 
Stanhope-rd., Blackpool.—To negotiate contract with 
a Eaves & Son, Ltd., for 54 houses on West View 
estate. 

Fylde.—RDC propose 48 houses at Newton and 20 
at Warton. 

Halesowen.—TC to invite tenders for shops and flats 
at Fatherless Barn estate. Architects, A. T. Butler & 
Partners, 31, Priory-rd., Dudley. 

Heanor.—UDC approved layout for 100 “ Smith” 
type houses at Godkin estate extension. 

Helsby.—Alec Garner, Chester-rd., Helsby, proposes 
14 houses on site between Crossland-ter. and Robin 
Hood-la. 

Hall.—Cricket Club hope to proceed with reéon- 
struction of blitzed stand at Anlaby-rd. ground, at 
est. cost £12,000. 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—UDC approved plans for nine 
houses at Petticoat-la., for T. B. Fairclough. 

Kidderminster.—-TC to negotiate with Leasowes 
Building Co., Ltd., Mucklow Hill, Birmingham, for 
erection of 18 houses at Franche estate. 

Leeds.—TC seek approval for new hostel at Middle- 
ton. 

Leeds.—TC appointed Johns & Slater, 32, Founda- 
tion-st., Ipswich, as architects for proposed Cow Close 
sec. mod. sch..and Parmenter, Caston & Porritt, 
Queens-st., Ipswich, as QS.—Appointed Gollins, 
Melvin, Ward & Partners, 15, Manchester-sq., WI, 
a: architects, and Davis, Belfield & Everest, 9, Ashley- 
pl.. SWI, as QS for proposed new sec. mod. sch. at 
Dewsbury-rd.—Appointed G. A. Burnett, 76, Albion- 
st., Leeds, as architect for Elemete Hall special sch. 
for deaf children. 

Leyland.—Lancs EC propose new RC sec. mod. sch. 
in Fox-la., £100,000 est. Rebuilding planned for St. 
Mary’s sch., £13,000 est. 

Long Eaton.—UDC propose 700 houses at Dray- 
cott-rd., Sawley, in 1954 programme. 

Lunesdale.—RDC approved scheme for conversion 
of Hornsby Children’s Hostel to form new Council 
Offices, £14,400 est. 

Manchester.—TC prepared scheme for new Courts 
on site off Deansgate, £620,000 est. 

iddlesbrough.—E. T. Sweeting & Son, Ltd., 
builders and contractors, Back Haymore-st., to erect 
bungalows on land south of Hall-dr., cae 
Adcott-rd. and Cowley-rd.—Sketch plans for $ 
proposed Middle Beck No. 2 sec. tech. sch. in 
by-rd. and Longlands Cty. College in Douglas-st., 
have been approved.—TC to let contracts for erection 
of 208 houses on Park End housing site.—BE 
to prepare more detailed plans for £25,000 crema- 
torium at Acklam for submission to MH&LG. “ 

Middlesbrough.—Dock and Harbour Brd. hope 
start next year with improvement and extension scheme 
at Middlesbrough docks, est. cost £460,000. 

Millom.—Cumberland CC approved expenditure 
£13/15,000 for repairs to Lapstone-rd. boys’ sch. $ 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Estate and 
Town Hall, prepared plans for mess-room, ae y 
accommodation, store room and salt store at — 
Byker destructor, for Corp. Cleansing Dept— -9 
being prepared by C. S. Errington, 46, hen of ’ 
Newcastle, for nursery sch. on Great No ” 
Northern Counties Sch. for Deaf. 1 

Northampton.—TC pro erection 0 flats 
block of 38 flats, blocks of three- and ee nae 
10 houses and two bungalows between St. Mary sst. 

le-st. 

R iding.—EC received sanction for 
next year, of sch. for subnormal children. Plans 

. A, Northallerton. 
Riding.—First instalment of £400.008 
for college of further education at Redcat, be Mel. 
be included in next year’s programme. ‘7 wi, 
ville, Ward & Partners, 15, Manchest, 
appointed architects.—W. & Everet, 
WI, appointed architect, an oposed 
pe by EC for pr 

field cty. prim. . (No 3). : 
and repairs proposed # 

. Barnabas Church. to 
TC to sell site at Brandhall, 
Worcs CC for new sec. mod. sch., £ bees 
to negotiate contract for further 36 h one = 
hall estate, Warley, with present contracto ion of 

i iple erection 

Oldham.—BC approved in princip 

flats at Fitton Hill estate. 


Oswestry.—TC approved layout and house plans for 


her 74 houses (commence early 1954). for 
S to prepare plans and estimate 
works at Westgate ae 
ou 
propose 10 houses "High Petet 
for eres 
Oliver- 


Architects, Needham, Thorp 


gate, York. 
othbury.—RDC expected to let co 
tion of 20 houses during 1954. RDC S J 


ks 
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Rowley Regis.—TC propose further 100 houses at 
Tividale Hall estate. 
Rencorn.—UDC approved érection of 82 dwellings 
on Penn-ia. estate and 37 on Greenlands estate. 
Shefficld.—Reconstruction and modernisation of 
Nerfolk House, 45-47, Fargate, proposed for J. Hep- 
Sheffield. — appoin omas rrett, 
Silverdale 


Partners as QS for Hinde House and sec. 

Shrewsbury. —CC approved erection of farm build- 

ings at Radbrook College, £11,500 est. 
Shrewsbury.—TC approved layout for 


cattle market and abattoir at Harlescott, £94,350 est. 
Smethwick.—TC received approval for extensions to 
Holly Lodge girls’ sch., £68,500 est. 
Staffs.-EC received ‘approval for following schs. m 
1954/5 programme:—Completion of Seisdon, Palmers 
Cross CP sch., £25,000 est.; Tividale cty. sec. sch., 


£96,250 est.; Wombourne sec. mod. sch., £105,000 est.; 
erection of "Biddulph sec. mod. sch., and Newcastle/ 
Bradwe!! No. 2 sec. mod. sch. 


Steckport.—TC propose purchase of Devonshire 
Private Hotel, Davenport Park, for adaptation as aged 
persons’ home, and Manchester Reg. Hospital Brd. 
also interested in property for adaptation as nurses’ 
home. 

Stockport.—BC propose expenditure £11,000 on new 
children’s homes. 

Senderland.—T. H. Rae, Belford-ter. appointed 
well estate, to cost £36,000. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd.—EC authorised to include 
in next year’s building programme, proposed Castle 
View cty. jun. sch..to9 accommodate 320 pupils. Pro- 
posed Pennywell cty. inf. sch. added to reserve list.— 
G. T. Brown & Son, 53, Fawcett-st., pore — 
for 12 bungalows in Greystoke-ave., for G. 
per, Ltd., builders. 

le earma ‘or public bat 
Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton- 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC appointed Leonard Voisey & 
Son, 718 Chester-rd., Birmingham, as QS for erection 
of 14 shops and maisonettes at Falcon Lodge estate. 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC approved plans, stock build- 
ing at Grove Bulls-la. for Chamberlains 
(Wishaw), Ltd.; 26 dwellings at Blackberry-la., for 
Ashworth & Steward, 276, Lichfield-rd : six houses at 
Common-rd., for Davis & 

ops, flats rages at Bakers-la. /Sutton 
Oak-rd., for J. Ht Bowley Donegal-rd., Streetley; 
10 houses at Mrs. O. M. Simmons, 

y-on-Tees.— permission to 
houses in 1954. Plans by BE, P. Brown.—Council’s 
housing programme being carried out by direct labour. 

Tynemouth.—BC approved scheme to build eight 
shops at Marden. Plans by BS, D. M. “O’Herhily.. 

Wallsend.—TC seek loan sanction 630 18 
houses and 32 flats in Orde-ave. BE, G. N. Teasdale. 

Walsall.—BC to acquire site at Nursery-rd., Blox- 
wich, for educational purposes. 

Wigan.—TC received approval for 18 police houses 
on five sites, £28,367 est.—Received approval for bor- 
rowing £46,035 for new works dept. at Frog-la.—Con- 
sidering layout for development of area at bottom of 
Library-st., which will be put out to architectural com- 
petition, 

Worcester.—TC propose erection of new fire stn., 
flats and drill tower in 1954/55 programme, £ £55 ,000 est. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

€ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ashton-under-Lyne. ry of an Employees’ In- 
Stitute, for BC: Mr J. H. Hardy, Stockport, £7,213. 

Bangor.—S2 houses at M estate, for TC: 
*E. Jones, 3, The-arcade, Penmaenmawr, £77,707. 

_Birkenhead.—34 houses at 

Jpton, for BC: *Peak Construction Co., Ltd., 
Hamilton-sq., Birkenhead, £60,520. 

Birmingham. —Eight shops with 15 flats over at 
corner of eee. and Lea-st., for TC: *F. Deeley, 


Ltd , 210, High-st., Birmingham, £56,663. 
Blackburn.—36 flats at Shadsworth estate, for TC: 
ay ‘sgory Construction (North Western), Ltd., Leeds, 
, 20 
Bla —Erection of four houses at Grange Park, 
for Bros., 120, Lytham-rd., Black- 
Poo!, £5,171. 


in 1954, for TC. 
. W. Foster: rect Labour. 

#lyth.—Erection of crematorium at Cowpen Ceme- 
tery. for TC. BE, D. W. Foster: *Direct Labour, 
£11,651 (subject to “Ministry approval). 

Bolton.—10®@ houses for BC: {Direct rect Labour 

Sootle.—Adaptations to premises at 11, Breeze-hill, 

as 2 children’s home, for BC: *Direct Labour, £5,541. 
Ho uses for BC at Netherton estate: *Lioyd & Cross, 

. 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £188,357 (134); *H. 
Be. avan (Builders), Ltd., £55,268 (42). 

Bradford. —Nine blocks of three-storey flats and 12 
aged persons’ bungalows at Buttershaw estate, for TC: 
“Direct Labour, £93,546 and £12,780. 

Crook.— Erection ambulance stn., for 
Cc A 


Court-la., 
£5941 Ga of tender 


THE BUILDER 


— Adaptations additions 
Ministry of Fisheries’ buildings at 
waite: *J. Kitchen, Lowther-ter., Penrith 
—Erection of 14 houses on the Firth 
ton, 
entry.—Four houses at Barby, for TC: *Midland 
Builders (Daventry), Ltd., £5,314. 
Durham.—Work has started on the erection of baths 
and canteen at Asp Green drift, Greencroft, for Dur- 
ham Coal Board. Plans by NCB Architects’ Dept., 
Ashfield Newcastle-on-Tyne: 


land. Architect, R. Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyne: *Dunn & well, Darlington. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Erection of 124 houses at 
Leam-la., for UDC. R. Morton, Hsg. A: *Direct 
Labour, £164,611. 

Gateshead.—Erection of four i houses at 
Wrekenton and Lobley Hill, for 
Winters: *Direct Labour. 


Glasgow.—Alterations and additions for Carswell, 
Ltd., Sauchiehall-st.: *Colin Hunter, Ltd., Buccleugh- 
st., Garnethill, Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —Plans prepared for extensions and addi- 
tions to garage, also engineering works and stores, for 
M. & J. Martin, Ltd., at 16 to 40, Ruby-st., Dalmar- 
nock-rd., Bridgeton: *Robert Corbett & Sons, Ltd., 
Biuevale-st., Duke-st., Dennistoun, Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Erection of 138 houses at the Larkfield 
(No. 3) housing site, for Corp. Robert L. Rankine, 
AMTPI, AMInstCE, Master of Works Offices, Muni- 
cipal-bidgs., Hamilton-st., Greenock:  *Blackburn 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Dumbarton. 

Hamilton.—Extension annexe the Caszow 
Catholic sch., for Lanarkshire CC. William Watt (F), 
architect, County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Bone, Connell & Baxters, Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, 
£7,510. Joinery, carpentry, ironmongery and allied 

Dept., Motherwell- 
ishaw, £2,693. 


allied works: *The Crittall  iacantecracnes Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow, £1,056. Glazing and allied works: *G. & Z. 
Rae, Ltd., Govan, Glasgow, £398. Plumbing, sani- 
tary engineering, gasfitting and allied works: *Gilmore 
& Gray, Ltd., Kirkmuirhill, Lanark, £1,544. Plaster, 
lathing, cement and allied works: *George Bryson & 
Co., Ltd., Lochend, Motherwell-Wishaw, 

Bitumen felt roofing and allied works: *Vulcanite, 
Ltd., Camlachie, Glasgow, £305. Heating engineering 
installation and allied works: *Lanarkshire Direct 
Labour Dept., Motherwell-Wishaw, £1,390. Electri- 
cal fittings, installation and allied works: *William 
Brady, Bellshill, £455. Iron railings, gates and allied 
works: *William Prentice Sons, Ltd., Caledonian, 


Larkhall, £367. 
Hammersmith.—Erection of - maisonettes on 
of 8/14, Westwick-gdns., W6: *Direct Labour, 


Haslingden.—Seven houses and eight flats at Long- 
shoot estate, for TC: *L. Frankland (Contractors), 
Ltd., Accrington. 

Hebbura-oa-Tyne.—Erection of 190 houses in 1954, 
for UDC. BS, C. Bestow, Council Offices, Heb- 
burn: *Direct 

Hemel Hempstead.—Six old people’s dwellings at 
Adeyfield: F. W. Sears & Sons, £8,798 (lowest aa. 

Huddersfield.—Erection of Almondbury CP sch., 

TC: *James Miller & Partners, Ltd., Four Mile Worse 
Newmillerdam, Wakefield. 

Keighley. —-10 additional houses at Long Lee site, 
for BC: *F. Shepherd & Son, Ltd., Blue Bridge-la., 
Comberton-rd., for Worcs CC: *J. Taylor & Sie 
(Builders), Ltd., 


SCAFFOLDING 


ano CRADLES 


WE Give free advice 


Do the job 


Hire you the materials 


YOU SAVE our way 
[lonrany 


37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, E.8 


i 


West. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
Wright & Sons (Builders), £7,859. 
Joi carpentry, 


installation 
Lid., Ga £313. 
{London (Air 


work: Robert Marriott, 
Works, rd., Rushden, Northants; c. 
& Son, Lid., Whitmore-rd., Birmingham 

and Youngs, High-st., Stalham, Norfolk; Cecil 
Yuill, Ltd., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, Co. Durham; 
Morgan, Lid., Industria} Estate, Uxbridge; 
Samuel Turtle, Ltd., 8, Broadway-ave., Ballymena, 
Co. Antrim. Runway 


work: 
Ltd., Oyster-ia., Byfleet, Surrey; Ailweather Mechanical 
Grouting Co., Lid., 47, Victoria-st., London, SWI. 


Painting work: James Hodgins Sons, Led., 
Bath-st., Glasgow, C2; Wm. Herd & Co., Ltd.; Batemans- 
row, London, EC2; Industrial and Decorative Arts 
Co., Ltd., Elm Tree-st., Mansfield, W. J. Davy 

Ltd., Selby-pl.. Great Yarmouth; Kirby 

Fields, Ltd., 248, Kings-rd., mg, Berks; Archi- 
tect Decorators, Lid., Londoa, 
SWI; F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 11-12, John-st., 
. Wilts: N. Harris & Ltd., Ri ‘ 

& Sons, Hock- 


Lovell & Son, Ltd., Marsham-la.. Gerrards Crom, 
Bucks; Farrans, Ltd., 42, George-st., Edinburgh 2. 

Installation of air compressor units: Air . Led, 
Bushey-rd., Raynes Park, London, SW20. facing 
work: Highways Ltd., Iddesleigh House, 
Caxton-st., London, SWI. Re-surfacing work: Con- 
pram Hart & Co., Ltd., Lion House, Richmond, 


{Leadon (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW 
week ended November 14. ee 
: internal decora- 
South Decorators. Ltd., 9, Streatham 
High-rd.. SWI16; 2-15 17-18, Carlton House-ter., 


New State Institution, ator nll construction of access 
road and bridge, etc., Hanratty and Paul, Ag Leith- 
walk, Edinburgh; Stirling Road. Glebe-st., 
Glasgow, erection of branch PO. Robert 
Son, Ltd., 35-45, Barriand-st., Glasgow, $1. 
Oxfordshire: LR. O., 57, Woodstock-rd.. Oxford, 
altefations and additions, S. Hutchins and Greea, 
Ltd., 1a, Southmoor-rd., Oxford. Renfrewshire: Post 
Office Garage Scotts-rd., Paisley, new boiler house, 
Hagh Allan & & Son, 22, Lawn-st., Paisley. Midlothian: 
Geological Survey Office, 19, Grange-ter., Edin 


alterations and extensions. John Cullen (Contr.), Led., 


8, Edinburgh-rd., Mussel 


GLonden (MOW). placed MOW 
ing ended November 7:— 


Storage Depot. 
painting (No. 2 shed), Alfred Bagnall & Sons, 
Bedminster. Bristol 3 
Surrey: Chishotm Gate, Richmond Park, 


202: Sutton, 
H. Smith (Croydon). Ltd., Wellexby- 
‘Surrey: FYRDE. m-la.. 


War .).—Works contracts placed by 

durine week and 14:— 
Leicestershire : inting a decorating, T. E. 
Cundy & Son. Ltd., Leicester. eden: Build- 
Sons. Dudley, aves 


& Son (St. Helens). Lrd., 


re: Building work, Bosworth & 
ventry. 
wth.—Erection of 12 huncalows in Rel- 
Architects, Garbutt. & Archi- 
bald. Albert-rd., Middlesbrough: . Duncanson 
& Son. Acklam-rd.. Midd'esbroudh, 
Middlesbroagh.—Converting No. 18 The 
into flatlets, for TC. J. A. Kenvon. RE: Oakley, 
159, Oxford-rd., Mi 
Morecambe 
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27 1988 865 
Lanarkshire.—Erection of new police houses st “© 
veley, Hol. Almaga-st., Hamilton West, for CC. Samuct MacCoh 
25,000 
est,, 
Slating, roughcasting and allied works: *Macartney 

' Reid, Lid., Motherwell-Wishaw, £1,342.  Piaster, | { 
ca), Castle tathing and allied works: *Charles Wilson (Glasgow), <<) 
at Shotton Lid., Kinning Park, Glasgow, £829. Electrical & 
Ty. works: *Smail & MacDonald, 
ited plans -—Contracts to value of £500 
‘7 works, or 1 k ended November 2]. 
to obtain 
Grange, 
houses at } 
ers), Lid., 
Ss and 14 
& Sons, 
tract with ; 
mm and 20 

and flats 
Proposes - 
ad Robin yd. 
j 
round, at more-st., Cowley, Oxford. 
General maintenance work: McGrath & Co. (Coalis- 
for nine = ar 
it Middle- 
_ Founda- 
Close 
Gollins, 
i. sch. at «it 
Albion- 
ecial sch. Bros., Ltd., 61, -Bartholomew-cl., Bush House 
(SW Wing), Strand, WC2, war damage repairs and de- 
nod. sch. corations, F. W. Barnard. Ltd., 1-2, Babmaes-st.,Jermyn- ~ of 
d for St. st., SWI; Leconfield House, Curzon-st., Wi, external 7 
and internal decorations. South London Decorato 
at Dray- 
onversion 
Council 
o, 
to erect 4 
cby-cres., 
or EC's 
1 Ormes- 
uglas-st., Ay. 
erection 
E asked 
hope to pe ing buildings and the construction of roads, founda- '=™.* Gy 
1 scheme tions, etc., W. E. Chivers & Sons. Ltd.. Estcourt-st., fee 
Devizes, Wiltshire. Lanarkshire: MNI & NAB. Office 
jiture of 0303.03.03 Building, Maryhill, Glasgow 2, Erection. John Train 
ch. & Co., Ltd., 30, George-sq., Glasgow. C2. Somer- Pes 
perty se 
sani te 
Fossway L é 
t.—Plans 
inger-st., ing boundary w 
-1d., for 
Adaptations, 
10-storey rd., Croydon, 
rey flats, sey, Internal orayons tO nangar, ; é 
fary’s-st. Painter, Ltd.. Mordaunt-rd.. Harlesden, NW10. 
Oxfordshire: Branch Post Office. London-rd., Head- 
building, ington, Alterations, A. C. Carter (Oxford), Lid., 
Plans by Green-rd.. Headington. Oxfor x 
CC, to 
Met 
WI, 
Ton, 
Everet, oxburghshire : oad repairs 
sroposed Lid., Paisley. Co. Down 
A. C. Simpson, egg 
osed at of storage tanks, Wm. Neill 
St. Helens Junction. H 
urley, to Roberts & Co., Ltd., London, Essex: Paint- 
Brand- 
site. 
tion of 
ylans for & 
ates for 
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ruma , for BC. R. B. Savage, Z , 
& Sons (Morecambe), fectionery factory at Benton. Architect, C. S. Erring- 


Ltd., Westfield Works, West End-rd., Morecambe. 


UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 


REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.» CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams; EFEMBE, Holb., London 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extension to the Cremona Con- 


ton, 46, Grainger-st., Newcastle: *R. W. Bell & Son, 
Mistelto-st., Newcastle. 

Northumberland.—Erection of an RC church at 
Blackworth. Plans by R. Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne: *T. Curry & Son, Meldon-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Northumberland.—Alterations and extensions to 
Government buildings at Ashington: *R. Carse & Son, 
Prospect-rd., Amble. 

Rochdale.—i2 bungalows at Kingsland, for TC: 
*Neodox, Ltd., “Atlantic-chbrs., Brazennose-st., Man- 
chester, £13,113. 

Sleaford.—20 houses at Galley Hill estate, for UDC: 
*Drury & Co., Ltd., 196, Grantham-rd., Sleaford, 
£26,439. 

Slouzh.—Six shops with flats over, Priory estate, 
Burham, for BC. E. Gardner Thorp, MICE, BE. 
Quantities by Young & Brown: *Halfacre & Young, 
Holyport-rd., Maidenhead, £24,431 (subject .o 
MOH&LG approval). 

Sloagh.—Eight houses at sewage disposal works, 
Cippenham, for BC. k. Gardner Thorp, MICE, BE. 
Quantities by Young & Brown: *Halfacre & Young, 
Holyport-rd., Maidenhead, £13,403 (subject to 
MOHA&LG approval). 

South Shields.—Altcrations and extensions to the 
head .post office and telephone exchange at South 
Shields: *Tom Swan, Ltd., Newcastle-st., North 
Shields. 

Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of a new parish hall at 
Bucknall: *Voluntary Labour. 

Sunderland.—Erection of houses at Grindon, for TC. 
Boro’ A. H. C. Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., 
Sunderland: *G. Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, 
68 houses; *R. G. Finlay, Ltd., Ryhope, 54 houses. 

Sunderland.—Erection of new prim. inf. sch. on the 
Hylton Red House estate, for EC. Boro’ A, H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 


STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 


HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 
Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5621 


Boyle's Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 
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QS, Martin & Felton, Lloyds Bank-chbrs. 
Sunderland: *Tate & Holmes, Ltd., omeck 
on-Tyne, £59,146 (subject to MoE approval). 
Tynemouth.—Work has started on the construction 
of a £5,000 parish hall on the Marden estate, Culler. 
weastle-on-Tyne: Djamin 1, 
Wortis, North Shields. 
er-on-Tyne.—Erection of RC church alker- 
castle-on-Tyne: ex Anderson (Contractors). 
Stanmore-¢d., Newceste, 
alisend.—Erection of prefabricating shed 
long, at the dry docks dept. of Swan 
ham Richardson, Ltd. Consulting Engineers, T. 
arbour ener: orks, Ltd., Victoria Embank- 
ment, London, SWI. 
Worcs.—Following for EC:—Reinstatement of fire 
damage at Halesowen gram. sch.: *J. Taylor & Son 
(Lye), Ltd., 36, Cemetery-rd., Lye, £13,996. 
Workington.—Alterations and additions to the head 
at Workington: *J., Laing & Son, Dalston- 
rd., Carlisle. 


awcett-st,, 


Worsley.—Erection of St. Raphael's R: 
CC: *James Cocker, Ltd., Station Sawmills Flag 


HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER ano WARMER 


BUILT WITH 


BROAD-ACHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 


THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING 


SALES, HIRE 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSE: 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 


| NEGUs 


Building Contractors 


| King James 


Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 


Registered Office : Works : 
lines) 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
MONarch 7597-8 Bexleyheath 5651-4 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 
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